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3. The Creation Completed (1Q 2013—Origins) 

 

Biblical material: Genesis 1, Ps. 8:3, Rom. 8:19–22, Lev. 11:14–22, Gen. 2:1–3, Mark 

2:28. 
 

Quotes 

• Astronomy leads us to a unique event, a universe which was created out of 

nothing, one with the very delicate balance needed to provide exactly the 

conditions required to permit life, and one which has an underlying (one might 

say ‘supernatural’) plan. Arno Penzias 

• This most beautiful system of the sun, planets and comets, could only proceed 

from the counsel and dominion of an intelligent and powerful Being. Isaac 

Newton 

• The trouble was that in reading widely during my early teens I ran into the 

Darwinian theory, for a little while with illusions and then with less respect than 

adults with bated breath were wont to show. The theory seemed to me to run like 

this: ‘If among the varieties of a species there is one that survives better in the 

environment than the others, then the variety that survives best is the one that best 

survives.’ If I had known the word tautology I would have called this a tautology. 

People with still more bated breath, called it natural selection. I made them angry, 

just as I do today, by saying that it did nothing at all. You could select potatoes as 

much as you pleased but you would never make them into a rabbit. Nor by 

selecting oak trees could you make them into colonies of bats, and those who 

thought they could in my opinion were bats in the belfry. Fred Hoyle 

• The deepest sin against the human mind is to believe things without evidence. 

Thomas H. Huxley 

 

Questions 

 What is the reason for spelling out what happened on the various days of 

creation? How do we gain an understanding of the Creator from examining what exactly 

he did? What was God really doing when he populated the Earth with birds, plants, and 

animals? How do we understand our place in this creation? Why is Earth truly home? 

 

Bible summary 

 Genesis 1 describes the acts of God through creation week. Ps. 8:3 refers to our 

looking at the night sky and seeing the universe God has made. “All of creation is 

patiently waiting, longing for God to reveal his children.  For God allowed the purpose of 

creation to be frustrated. But creation itself waits in hope for the time when it will be set 

free from the slavery of decay and share the glorious freedom of God’s children. We 

know that all creation groans with longing, suffering birth-pains even up till now.” Rom. 

8:19–22 FBV. Lev. 11 identifies clean/unclean animals. Gen. 2:1-3 describes the creation 

of the Sabbath, while Mark 2:28 tells us that the Son of man is Lord of the Sabbath. 

 

Comment  

The lesson speaks to the various aspects of creation week. It mentions the debate 

as to when sun moon and stars were created in respect to the creation of the Earth, yet 
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this should not concern us overmuch. Of more interest is the way in which God is 

intimately involved in creating all the life-forms we find on earth—the fish, birds animals 

etc. and ultimately the creation of human beings.  

It’s also important to note that each category of living thing is called a “kind” and 

reproduces after its “kind.” This is not equivalent to species (which, incidentally, we have 

problems defining!) God clearly provided sufficient plasticity for adaptation, but there is 

no indication here that one kind morphed into another kind. 

The amazing diversity of the plant and animal worlds should tell us much about 

the Creator. We are amazed as we discover more about this incredible planet we call 

home. The tragedy is that we are busy destroying the beauty of God’s creation, degrading 

habitat and polluting the environment. 

Think of such incredible animals such as the lemurs of Madagascar. Yet sadly 

almost all of them are now on the brink of extinction. What are we doing to this 

wonderful home of ours that we share with so many other forms of life? God as Creator 

must weep… 

Let us not leave out the Sabbath either. This comes as an add-in for many other 

Christians who do not know what to do with it. But for our faith community it is the 

highpoint of creation as the Creator makes a special, repeated, and personal appointment 

with us human beings, a day set apart in time for an in-depth relationship. Seeing the 

Sabbath as integrally connected to creation means that we cannot forget either. The 

Sabbath derives its importance as the final act of God in creation week, and creation is 

validated by the remembrance of the Sabbath.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The Eden home of our first parents was prepared for them by God himself. When 

he had furnished it with everything that man could desire, he said: “Let us make man in 

our image, after our likeness…So God created man in his own image, in the image of 

God created he him, male and female created he them.”  

 We have here revealed to us the truth concerning the origin of man. These words 

prove how false is the invention of Satan, which has been reiterated by man, that the 

human race has been developed, stage by stage, from the lowest order of animals. This is 

one of the deceptions by which Satan seeks to lower in the eyes of man God’s great work 

of creation.   

 God said, “Let us make man in our image.” He gave to the work of his hands not 

only a form resembling his own, but a mind capable of comprehending divine things. His 

understanding, his memory, his imagination,--every faculty of man’s mind,--reflected the 

image of God. In disposition and heart he was qualified to receive heavenly instruction. 

He possessed a right understanding, a true knowledge of his Creator, of himself, his duty, 

his obligations in respect to the law of God. His judgment was uncorrupted, unbiased, 

and disposed to obedience and affection, regulated according to reason and truth. He was 

capable of enjoying to the utmost capacity the good gifts of God. Everything upon which 

he looked was transporting to his senses; every sound was as music in his ears. Yet he 

was not placed beyond the reach of temptation. He stood as the representative of the 

human race,--a free moral agent.  {YI, August 10, 1899} 
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