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12. Creation and the Gospel (1Q 2013—Origins) 

 

Biblical material: Gen. 3:21; Ps. 104:29, 30; John 1:4; Rom. 5:6–11; Gal. 3:13; Matt. 

27:46; 1 Cor. 15:22. 

 

Quotes 

• Posterity will some day laugh at the foolishness of modern materialistic 

philosophy. The more I study nature, the more I am amazed at the Creator. Louis 

Pasteur 

• But the more we search the Scriptures, the more we perceive, in this doctrine, the 

fundamental truth of the gospel - that truth which gives to redemption its 

character, and to all other truths their real power. John Nelson Darby  

• The gospel begins and ends with what God is, not with what we want or think we 

need. Tom Houston 

• The gospel is neither a discussion nor a debate. It us an announcement. Paul S. 

Rees 

• The gospel makes husbands better husbands, wives better wives, parents better 

parents, masters better masters and servants better servants; in a word, I would not 

give a farthing for that man’s religion whose cat and dog were not the better for it. 

Rowland Hill 

• God writes the Gospel not in the Bible alone, but also on trees, and in the flowers 

and clouds and stars. Martin Luther  

 

Questions 

 How do we see the good news revealed in God’s Creation? In what way is the 

truth of God really good news? Why is it important that Jesus is seen as Creator? How do 

we link Creator and Re-Creator?  

 

Bible summary 

 Gen. 3:21 references the garments of skin made by God for Adam and Eve. Ps. 

104:29, 30 shows that all life comes from God, and that his absence is the worst that can 

happen. The Word is Creator: “Everything came into being through him; nothing came 

into being without him. In him was life, the life that was the light of everyone.” John 1:3, 

4 FBV. The gospel is that Jesus died to win us back (Rom. 5:6-11; Gal. 3:13). Jesus 

himself experienced the terrible sensation of being abandoned by God (Matt. 27:46), 

which is what happens to those who refuse to accept him. The good news is that “Just as 

in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.” (1 Cor. 15:22 FBV). 

 

Comment 

 The reassurance that the Creator God is the same as the Redeemer God is one we 

all cling to. Eventually, ultimately, finally, all will be resolved for good. But for the 

moment the conflict continues, the controversy is not ended. We look for and long for the 

ultimate End, but the End is not yet. 

 The real assurance is however that Jesus has shown us the truth of God by coming 

himself. And his return is of the God we know, the person Jesus. As the angels told the 
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disciples, it is “this same Jesus”! So it is not as if the one returning is unknown, or that 

his character will surprise us… 

 Nor is this about us alone, as we so often must remind ourselves. The return of 

Jesus initiates the final dramas in the great controversy, as events come to a head and the 

conflict of the ages is ultimately resolved. So this should interest us more than for reasons 

of self-interest! 

 In fact our preaching of the gospel must not be about ourselves: “We do not 

preach ourselves but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ 

sake...” 2 Corinthians 4:5 NIV. Servants. Slaves, if you want to be absolutely precise. 

Slaves for the gospel. Not the most comfortable of images, but that’s the Biblical 

perspective…. Not looking for the credit, slaves. Not seeking high position, slaves. Not 

wanting adulation or praise or glory, slaves. Just slaves, doing the Lord’s will. 

Which is what? Not defining it as what we would prefer to do. But taking what 

Jesus said seriously. Compassionate, caring, loving, healing, giving. 

Understanding that the way we live our lives does say something about what we believe, 

(or what we don’t) we need to move on. Practice is the measure, not our preaching. For 

it’s so easy to convince ourselves that what we want is what we need... 

For let’s admit it! There is far too much in organizational religion that Jesus would not 

have recognized as having anything to do with his message of the gospel. In the areas of 

finance, governance, policy, and practice, we all fall down. 

Now we may feel that such situations are hard to change. And they may well be 

with us to the end. But that’s no reason for not asking ourselves that personal question: 

What am I doing to spread the gospel? 

Jesus told us: You go into all the world, and make disciples. If you have seen me 

you have seen the Father. I am come to seek and to save that which was lost. Turn the 

other cheek. Give you coat, and your shirt too. Give your money to the poor. These are 

invitations to service in the fellowship of friendship—for Jesus calls us no longer 

servants but friends (John 15:15). Friends in the spreading of his good news gospel, good 

news that is the god-spel, the old Anglo-Saxon term that originally meant the God story.  

 Take another look at Philippians 2. What is the reason for God’s exaltation of 

Jesus? Because of his humility! The reason we can have total confidence in God is 

because he is not power-hungry, position-loving, self-pleasing. All he does is for the best, 

not of himself, but of others. So as we think of an eternity in God’s presence, we can be 

sure that God will never change his loving, self-giving character, always looking for the 

best for his created children. That’s an eternity we can look forward to! 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The creation of the worlds, the mystery of the gospel, are for one purpose, to 

make manifest to all created intelligences, through nature and through Christ, the glories 

of the divine character. By the marvelous display of His love in giving "his only-begotten 

Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life," the 

glory of God is revealed to lost humanity and to the intelligences of other worlds.  {AG 

129} 

 Hanging upon the cross Christ was the gospel… This is our message, our 

argument, our doctrine, our warning to the impenitent, our encouragement for the 

sorrowing, the hope for every believer. {6BC 1113.1} 
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