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10. Stewardship and the Environment (1Q 2013—Origins) 

 

Biblical material: Psalm 8; Gen. 1:28, 2:15; Rev. 4:11; Exod. 20:8–11; 1 Cor. 3:16. 

 

Quotes 

• The environment is everything that isn’t me. Albert Einstein 

• We make the world we live in and shape our own environment. Orison Swett 

Marden  

• The whole earth is a living icon of the face of God. … I do not worship matter. I 

worship the Creator of matter who became matter for my sake, who willed to take 

His abode in matter, who worked out my salvation through matter. Never will I 

cease honoring the matter which wrought my salvation! I honor it, but not as God. 

Because of this I salute all remaining matter with reverence, because God has 

filled it with his grace and power. Through it my salvation has come to me. John 

of Damascus 

• Love all of God’s creation, the whole of it and every grain of sand. Love every 

leaf, every ray of God’s light! Love the animals, love the plants, love everything. 

If you love everything, you will soon perceive the divine mystery in things. Once 

you perceive it, you will begin to comprehend it better every day. And you will 

come at last to love the whole world with an all-embracing love. Fydor 

Doestoyevski  

• It was Descartes and Bacon, not the author of Genesis, who propagated the view 

that man can do as he pleases to nature with impunity. E Ashby 

 

Questions 

 Why does care for the environment matter? Isn’t God going to remake the world 

anyway? How do we share in God’s creation as stewards? In what way does the 

appreciation of nature improve our relationship with God? What do we say about 

ourselves by destroying our environment? What should a Christian do? 

 

Bible summary 

 Psalm 8 identifies God as the wonderful Creator of all we see around us, and links 

to Gen. 1:28 where God gives human beings the role of stewards of his creation, to take 

care of it (Gen. 2:15). Rev. 4:11 FBV records the worship of the twenty-four elders, who 

say, “Our Lord and our God, you are worthy to be given glory, and honor, and authority, 

for you created everything. Your will brought Creation into existence.” The Sabbath 

commandment (Exod. 20:8-11) provides the weekly reminder of God’s role in creating 

and sustaining the environment. We too are part of that environment; in fact we are God’s 

temple, where the Spirit dwells. 

 

 Comment  
 In the creation of Adam God’s direct involvement in ‘getting his hands dirty’ 

shows his great interest in human beings, and the importance he gave to them in his 

creation of the Earth. Then God told the newly-created intelligences to subdue the Earth, 

and to have dominion over every living thing (Gen. 2:28). 
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 ‘Great!’ some say. ‘That means we can do whatever we like. God gave everything 

to us, so we can use—and abuse—any plant or animal, any bird or beast for whatever we 

like.’  

 Surely not! And God weeps over his raped and ravaged world, exploited and 

destroyed by the ones he made as the highest earthly intelligences to care for and 

safeguard his precious planet. 

 God gave man responsibility, commitment. His promise was to care for the Earth 

God had given to him on trust. How well have we repaid God’s trust? Once the first 

humans rejected God by believing the exploiter—the Earth fell under curse of human 

evil. “Cursed is the ground because of you.” (Genesis 3:17 NIV).  The very caretakers of 

the world had broken faith with the Maker, the whole planet suffered—not from God’s 

vindictiveness, but as a result of evil that breaks the threads at the heart of the web of life. 

 The result of rejecting God is a rejection of his creation. At the heart of the 

rebellion is the spirit of selfishness–which is what evil is all about. At the heart of 

pollution, habitat destruction, resource exhaustion, is that same spirit of selfishness which 

says, ‘I want this. I don’t care about the results. Me, me, me, me.’ 

 That’s the way people go when they leave God out of the equation. The result: a 

planet full of people using and abusing, doing just as they please, thinking only of 

themselves. A crisis of broken faith. An ecological crisis. A spiritual crisis. 

 We’ve learned to exploit and over-develop, to make machines that can do the 

work for our feeble bodies, to tear and gouge and rip apart this home of ours. 

 That’s where we are today. Right up at the end, when, if nothing is done, we will 

fatally and finally wreck God’s wonderful world. So what do we, as God’s stewards, do 

about this global catastrophe? Or do we simply throw up our hands and say, “Leave it to 

the Lord”?  

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Not only man but the earth had by sin come under the power of the wicked one. . .  

At his creation Adam was placed in dominion over the earth. But by yielding to 

temptation, he was brought under the power of Satan. "Of whom a man is overcome, of 

the same is he brought in bondage" (2 Peter 2:19). When man became Satan's captive, the 

dominion which he held, passed to his conqueror. Thus Satan became "the god of this 

world" (2 Cor. 4:4). He had usurped that dominion over the earth which had been 

originally given to Adam.  {AG 41} 

 …it was sin which marred God's perfect work; that thorns and thistles, sorrow and 

pain and death, are all the result of disobedience to God … the earth, though marred with 

the curse of sin, still reveals God's goodness. The green fields, the lofty trees, the glad 

sunshine, the clouds, the dew, the solemn stillness of the night, the glory of the starry 

heavens, and the moon in its beauty all bear witness of the Creator. Not a drop of rain 

falls, not a ray of light is shed on our unthankful world, but it testifies to the forbearance 

and love of God.  {6T 358} 

 They [the Jews] were, by this system of benevolence, reminded that their gracious 

Master was the true proprietor of their fields, their flocks, and their herds, that the God of 

Heaven sent them sunshine and rain for their seed-time and harvest, and that everything 

which they possessed was of his creation. All was the Lord's, and he had made them 

stewards of his goods.  {RH, October 17, 1882 par. 3} 
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