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9. The Most Convincing Proof (4Q 2018—Oneness in Christ) 

 

Biblical material: John 11:51, 52; Eph. 2:13-16; 2 Cor. 5:17-21; Eph. 4:25-5:2; Rom. 

14:1-6; Acts 1:14. 

 

Quotes 

• Christ’s first concern is not regarding our doctrine but our love… Love is the 

irrefutable evidence that convinces the world. It has more weight than tons of 

debate. Harold M. Freligh 

• No sermon can be so well heard by the world as a true manifestation of the love 

of Christ; and when God restores to His church genuine, hearty, and sincere 

love…then shall the world be more impressed by the gospel than it is at present. 

Charles Spurgeon 

• The invisible God, who once made Himself visible in Christ, now makes Himself 

visible in Christians, if we love one another. It is a breathtaking claim. The local 

church cannot evangelize, proclaiming the gospel of love, if it is not itself a 

community of love. John Stott 

• We can preach until our throats are sore. We can evangelize until our shoes are 

worn out. But if the lost do not see Christian love and unity when they come into 

our local church they will not “know” that the gospel is true. R. L. Hymers, Jr. 

 

Questions 
 What is “the most convincing proof”—is it unity, or is it love? What are we trying 

to prove anyway? In what way do our differences still witness for Jesus? Is our mission to 

have others look at us, or look to Jesus? How can we best demonstrate whose we are, 

rather than who we are? 

 

Bible summary 

 High priest Caiaphas prophesied that it was better for one man to die for the sake 

of the people (John 11:51, 52). Eph. 2:13-16 speaks of what Jesus has done, particularly, 

“Christ is our peace. Through his body he made the two into one, and broke down the 

separating wall of hostility that divided us.” (Eph. 2:14 FBV). In Christ we are a new 

creation, and we are his ambassadors (2 Cor. 5:17-21). We have put off our old selves 

(Eph. 4:25-5:2). Rom. 14:1-6 sets forth the premise that we are to respect those we 

disagree with, and concludes that “Everyone should be completely convinced in their 

own minds.” Romans 14:5 FBV. The early believers prayed constantly (Acts 1:14). 

 

Comment   
Jesus says in John 13:35 FBV: “If you love one another you will prove to 

everyone that you are my disciples.” While this may imply unity, it does not specifically 

say so. Can one love without being in unity? Surely that is a possibility. So perhaps this is 

not the best text to use… 

It is to convince the world we are Jesus’ disciples, not to prove we are the most 

united people.  
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As we truly give self sacrificing love one to another, remember that this is just a 

faint reflection of God. God, who loved so much that he came here to us, lived and died 

to win us back to him, so that we could be with him forever. What a wonderful God 

It is because of God’s very nature of love that he came to win us back through the 

greatest proof of self-sacrifice in the history of the universe. The Cross is the clearest view 

we have of the inner heart of God, literally dying to show his love, a love without limits. 

Imagine my son is lost in the city. For whatever reason, he has not returned home. I 

can say that “I love him,” but until I go out into the dark city streets, desperately searching 

for my lost son, then my words are empty and meaningless. God shows his love by His 

actions. God will not save us without our acceptance. But in all our talk, let us never suggest 

that we save ourselves. It’s God who loves and saves. 

 

Comment on Becoming At One with God 

“He (Jesus) is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the 

middle wall of partition between us,” so that we are no longer “strangers and foreigners, 

but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God.” He hath made the at-

one-ment, having reconciled us to God, so that, through him, man with man and man 

with God shall yet be brought into blissful unity. And not only man with man and man 

with God, but in the love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ shall all intelligent, morally 

accountable creatures find their rallying-point, their rest, and universal brotherhood of 

being, “that in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in one all 

things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him, in who 

we also have obtained an inheritance… How the devil’s falsehoods flee as we behold 

God revealed in Jesus Christ! How the estranged soul comes back to it native home, and 

becomes at one with God!”  G. E. Fifield, God is Love (Chicago, Theodore Reese, 1897), 

pp. 102-3. 

  

Ellen White Comments 

 Faith and love are the divine credentials we show to the world in proof that we are 

children of the light, and not of darkness.  {RH, January 15, 1884}   

 This love is the evidence of their discipleship. “By this shall all men know that ye 

are My disciples,” said Jesus, “if ye have love one to another.” When men are bound 

together, not by force or self-interest, but by love, they show the working of an influence 

that is above every human influence. Where this oneness exists, it is evidence that the 

image of God is being restored in humanity, that a new principle of life has been 

implanted. It shows that there is power in the divine nature to withstand the supernatural 

agencies of evil, and that the grace of God subdues the selfishness inherent in the natural 

heart.  {DA 678}   

 “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved 

you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if 

ye have love one to another” (John 13:34, 35). Satan understands the power of such a 

testimony as a witness to the world of what grace can do in transforming character. He is 

not pleased that such a light shall shine forth from those who claim to believe in Jesus 

Christ, and he will work every conceivable device to break this golden chain which links 

heart to heart of those who believe the truth and binds them up in close connection with 

the Father and the Son. . . .  {TMK 173} 
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