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8. Unity in Faith (4Q 2018—Oneness in Christ) 

 

Biblical material: Acts 4:8-12; Acts 1:11; Matt. 25:1-13; Heb. 9:11, 12; Exod. 20:8-11; 

1 Cor. 15:51-54. 

 

Quotes 

• Unity without verity is no better than conspiracy. John Trapp 

• Truth alone must determine our alignments. Truth comes before unity. Unity 

without truth is hazardous. Charles H. Spurgeon 

• Christian truth is covered up or forgotten by the church authorities themselves, 

and their own errors and half-truths are ignored, denied, or even widely 

disseminated. The theologian here will continually call attention everywhere and 

with every means available to the main point, the “hierarchy of truths,” the 

“center of Scripture,” and in this way will try to raise the subject of the message 

of Jesus Christ in a way that is both comprehensive and discriminating. This will 

not bury the authority of the Church, but present it in a new, credible form. Hans 

Kung 

• The highest evidence of a close communing with God is not a haughty holding of 

the truth and a separation from all who do not see it as we do. We are to endeavor 

to correctly partition the word of truth, but we are also to endeavor to keep the 

unity of the spirit in the tie of peace. Truth, too often, has been held in hate. Truth 

in love is the key to the approval of God and to the hearts of His saints. Adolph E. 

Knoch 

• The necessity for preventing schisms, perfecting saints, and unity in the faith, was 

never greater than at the present time. The “Bible-alone” system has been 

preached from Luther’s time, and still sects are multiplying. Even those who 

profess to reject all creeds but the Bible, are dividing and scattering. The fact is, 

they do not go by the Bible. Instead of “earnestly contending for the faith which 

was once delivered unto the saints,” they earnestly contend against it. If churches 

would really and truly take the Bible as their guide, being true believers, the Lord 

would work with them, confirming the word with signs following. Merritt Cornell 

 

Questions 

 What is more important: truth or unity? Who defines “the Faith”? How does 

becoming mature relate to reaching unity in the faith (Eph. 4:13)? Why is the truth so 

important? What happens if we believe a lie, especially about God? How does this reflect 

the issues that led to the war in heaven? 

 

Bible summary 

  Acts 4:8-12 references Peter’s speech at Pentecost pointing to salvation in Jesus 

alone. Acts 1:11 speaks of Jesus’ ascension and second coming. Matt. 25:1-13 is the 

parable of the Ten Virgins. Christ as High Priest entered the Most Holy Place (Heb. 9:11, 

12). Exod. 20:8-11 is the Sabbath commandment. Resurrection and transformation is 

described in 1 Cor. 15:51-54. 
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Comment 

 It’s rather surprising that the key verse that actually uses these words “unity in the 

faith” is not included in this week’s lesson: “until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 

knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 

fullness of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:13 NIV). Instead the lesson goes off into a debate 

regarding the primary doctrines of the church. Paul’s emphasis however as he writes to 

the Ephesians is spiritual development, and that is surely the key to unity rather than an 

insistence on adherence to dogma. Yes, our beliefs hold us together, but that is centered 

on our shared experience in the good news of God as demonstrated in Jesus. Unity 

certainly is not to be found in systems of governance or ecclesiastical structure. We are 

Adventists because together we know and trust in our loving Lord who will soon come to 

take us home. 

There’s much discussion today about church unity, and much of it is misguided. 

Attempts to define the basics of unity in terms of a creed have always failed, and we have 

taken the position that the Bible is our only creed. Administrative attempts to impose 

unity only end up in the abuse of power and cause damage to the body of Christ. True 

unity comes from agreeing with and accepting the methods and mission of Jesus, who 

encouraged us to come to him to find the only way to live and find salvation. 

For in the end it is unity in the truth. That is what has cost God so much in the 

ongoing conflict we call the Great Controversy. Jesus identifies himself as “the Truth,” 

and tells us that the Holy Spirit will lead us into “all truth.” We are called to “learn the 

truth as it is in Jesus” (Eph. 4:21 FBV). True unity is only in the truth.  

Yet the lesson goes on to outline fundamental beliefs, rather than emphasize the 

truth about God which is the real issue in the cosmic conflict. While we share our 

convictions, the deeper truth is that God is not as misrepresented by the Devil, but as 

revealed in Jesus. The truth is in the words of Jesus, “if you have seen me, you have seen 

the Father.” This is the final answer, the final truth, and the only basis for unity. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 We cannot then take a position that the unity of the church consists in viewing 

every text of Scripture in the very same shade of light.  {15MR 149}   

 We cannot therefore present before the people that the voice of the General 

Conference in its decisions must move and control them; for its propositions and 

decisions cannot be accepted. {17MR 221-2} 

Men are not capable of ruling the church. God is our Ruler. I am oppressed with 

the thought of the objectionable human management seen in our work. God says, Hands 

off. Rule yourselves before you attempt to rule others. Strange things have been done, 

things that God abhors. For men to claim that the voice of their councils in their past 

management is the voice of God seems to me to be almost blasphemy.{17MR 250} 

Brother will be bound to brother by the golden bonds of the love of Christ. The 

Spirit of God alone can bring about this oneness... United with Him, they will be united 

with one another in the most holy faith. When we strive for this unity as God desires us to 

strive for it, it will come to us. {8T 243}  

 Men would effect a union through conformity to popular opinions, through a 

compromise with the world. But truth is God’s basis for the unity of his people. {GW92 

391} 
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