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6. Images of Unity (4Q 2018—Oneness in Christ) 

 

Biblical material: 1 Pet. 2:9; Exod. 19:5, 6; Eph. 2:19–22; 1 Cor. 3:16, 17; 1 Cor. 12:12–

26; John 10:1–11; Psalm 23. 

 

Quotes 

• The reason why the world lacks unity, and lies broken and in heaps, is, because 

man is disunited with himself. Ralph Waldo Emerson 

• I think family is key, and if you have love for family, then you have love for 

others—and you have unity as a people. Marlon Wayans 

• The essence of the beautiful is unity in variety. W. Somerset Maugham 

• I value unity because I believe we learn truth from each other in this process. 

Rowan Williams 

• We are convinced of the fundamental unity of the human family. Hans Kung 

• Individuality or Unity? I say there’s room for both. Brian Celio 

• For Christians, who believe they are created in the image of God, it is the 

Godhead, diversity in unity and the three-in-oneness of God, which we and all 

creation reflect. Desmond Tutu 

• At the heart of every being lies creation’s dream of a principle that will one day 

give organic form to its fragmented treasures. God is unity. Pierre Teilhard de 

Chardin 

 

Questions 

 Why are images of unity helpful? Why do these Biblical images concentrate on 

relationships? While these different images are Biblical, do they necessarily demonstrate 

unity? How can we gain deeper insights into unity by examining these different images of 

us as God’s people? How does this fit into the Great Controversy? 

 

Bible summary 

 “You are a specially-chosen family, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 

belonging to God.” 1 Pet. 2:9 FBV. Exod. 19:5, 6 tells us we are God’s special 

possession, a kingdom of priests, a holy nation. “You’re no longer strangers and 

foreigners; you are fellow citizens of God’s people and belong to God’s family.” Eph. 

2:19 FBV. We are God’s temple (1 Cor. 3:16, 17). Each of us is a part of the body (1 Cor. 

12:12–26). We are the sheep; Jesus is the shepherd and the gate (John 10:1–11). Psalm 23 

describes the contentment of being one with God.  

 

Comment  
 This week we’re directed to think about some of the “images of unity” in 

Scripture, though they really include much more than that. People of God, the household 

of God, temple of the Holy Spirit, the body of Christ, the sheep and the shepherd—they 

are really about relationships.  

 While these are good images, it’s clear that they do not necessary mean unity is 

inevitable. We all know households, families, nations etc. that do not reflect unity. 

However such images are useful in showing that when there is unity, it accompanies 
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diversity. There can be differences of opinion and practice, but we can still be one—one 

in spirit, one in conviction, one in mission. 

 As a way of using imagery to help us understand unity and our inter-related 

nature, consider the following poem by Maya Angelou: 

 

Human Family 

I note the obvious differences/ in the human family. 

Some of us are serious,/ some thrive on comedy. 

 

Some declare their lives are lived/ as true profundity, 

and others claim they really live/ the real reality. 

 

The variety of our skin tones/ can confuse, bemuse, delight, 

brown and pink and beige and purple,/ tan and blue and white. 

 

I’ve sailed upon the seven seas/ and stopped in every land, 

I’ve seen the wonders of the world/ not yet one common man. 

 

I know ten thousand women/ called Jane and Mary Jane, 

but I’ve not seen any two/ who really were the same. 

 

Mirror twins are different/ although their features jibe, 

and lovers think quite different thoughts/ while lying side by side. 

 

We love and lose in China,/ we weep on England’s moors, 

and laugh and moan in Guinea,/ and thrive on Spanish shores. 

 

We seek success in Finland,/ are born and die in Maine. 

In minor ways we differ,/ in major we’re the same. 

 

I note the obvious differences/ between each sort and type, 

but we are more alike, my friends,/ than we are unalike. 

 

We are more alike, my friends,/ than we are unalike. 

We are more alike, my friends,/ than we are unalike. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 That family, properly conducted, is a favorable argument to the truth, and the 

head of such a family will carry out the very same kind of work in the church as is 

revealed in the family. Wherever severity, harshness, and want of affection and love are 

exhibited in the sacred circle of the home, there will most assuredly be a failure in the 

plans and management in the church. Unity in the home, unity in the church, reveals 

Christ’s manner and grace more than sermons and arguments.... Is the truth, the advanced 

truth we have received, producing in our own hearts the fruits of patience, faith, hope, 

charity, and thus leaving its saving influence upon human minds, revealing that we are 

branches of the true Vine because we bear rich clusters of fruit?.  {Ev 342}   
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