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9. The Day of the Lord (Zephaniah) (2Q 2013—Minor Prophets) 

 

Biblical material: Zeph. 1:14–18, Joel 2:1–11, Zeph. 2:1–3, 11, Isa. 11:4, Zeph. 3:1–5, 

Isa. 62:5, Nahum 1–3. 

 

Quotes 

• A person will be called to account on Judgment Day for every permissible thing he 

might have enjoyed but did not. The Talmud 

• Don’t wait for the last judgment—it takes place every day. Albert Camus  

• At the Day of Judgment, we shall not be asked what we have read, but what we 

have done. Thomas Kempis 

• Rabbi Zusya said that on the Day of Judgment, God would ask him, not why he 

had not been Moses, but why he had not been Zusya. Walter Kaufmann 

• The Christian knows, however, that he is not free to do whatever he pleases, that 

his activity is not a game that God allows him and does not take seriously. He 

knows that he must answer for his actions, that he owes an account as a steward 

of what has been entrusted to him. There can only be responsibility where there is 

someone to be responsible to, someone to put the questions. Faith in the Last 

Judgment holds this questioning of our life over our heads so that we cannot 

forget it for a moment. Cardinal Ratzinger 
 

Questions 
 Do we need messages of violent judgment to persuade us to do good?  

Does God sometimes have to “shout” at us to get our attention? What do we learn about 

God when he acts in this way? What is at the heart of the message of the Day of Lord? 

Why does God become so “upset” over worship of other “gods”? 

 

Bible summary 

 The Day of the Lord described in Zeph. 1:14-18 is the time when God comes to 

execute judgment. It will be a day of terrible distress and anguish, a bitter experience to 

all as God unleashes destruction against his unfaithful people. Yet even among all the 

violent and destructive imagery, in Zeph. 2:1-3 there is still the call to change, to repent, 

and avert this dreadful experience. The judgment is also against the Philistines, the 

Moabites and Ammonites, even as far as Ethiopia and Assyria (Zeph. 2). Nahum 1-3 is a 

similar message of judgment against Nineveh. Joel 2 parallels the message of Zephaniah 

with a destruction carried out by locusts, while Isa. 11:4 also speaks of one breath from 

the Lord destroying the wicked. In Zeph. 3 while the day of God’s judgment still looms, 

there is a message of encouragement that God will restore his blessings to those who 

remain: “The LORD himself, the King of Israel, will live among you! At last your troubles 

will be over, and you will never again fear disaster. On that day the announcement to 

Jerusalem will be, ‘Cheer up, Zion! Don’t be afraid!  For the LORD your God is living 

among you. He is a mighty savior. He will take delight in you with gladness. With his 

love, he will calm all your fears. He will rejoice over you with joyful songs.’” (Zeph. 

3:15-17 NLT). This message is reflected in Isa. 62:5, where the Lord like a bridegroom 

rejoices over his bride.  
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Comment   
 Judgment. You’re told you have to attend a court. How you feel? Pleased, joyful, 

excited? As the day comes round you jump out of bed with happy anticipation and drive 

to the court building full of exhilaration? No, no and thrice no, right? 

The whole idea of judgment is full of negative overtones in our society. The idea 

of God as Judge does not thrill the heart. That’s because our modern system of justice 

tends to look at the judgment process only in terms of conviction or acquittal. But 

judgment systems of the past (as in Jesus’ time) were very much concerned with not only 

convicting criminals, but vindicating the righteous in a very positive way.  

So what of this terror-filled vision of Judgment described here? How are we 

meant to think of God as the righteous Judge?  At the heart of the matter is the real 

question: What is God like? Is he out to threaten us, to scare us to him? Does he use the 

“Hound of Hell” to drive us back to him in terrified obedience? Is this Judgment belief 

like a sword hanging over our heads, an ever-present threat that makes us want God 

because we are so frightened of the Alternative? Or is the Judgment something positive? 

 Sometimes the reason for hope is a desperate one. People feel compelled to hope, 

for if they do not they are threatened with thoughts of doom and judgment. If you have 

hope because of the terrors of the alternatives, that too can lead to crises of hope. For 

example, if your reason for embracing the blessed hope is fear of punishment then it may 

certainly be true that you hope “too much.” As life seems to get better, you may then end 

up hoping “not enough.” So what is the reason for hope? Not first and foremost to escape 

the horrors of judgment, or the disaster scenarios of the end-time. No, the reason for hope 

is not a negative one—but the ultimately positive reason of wanting to be with Jesus.  

If we are fearful, what does perfect love do? “But perfect love drives out fear, 

because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.” 

1 John 4:18 NIV. God draws us, does not force us. With a loving, compassionate heart, 

He holds out hope to us, and does not compel us to hope “or else.” God’s perfect love 

drives out our fear, and replaces it with the desire to hope based not on threats, but our on 

wanting to be with the Lord who loves us. 

The gospel message is not repentance based on threats of doom and disaster, but 

an invitation to come to love God before it is too late. The hope offered is not “fire 

insurance” against the horrors of hell or end-time destruction—for that is mere self-

preservation and self-centeredness. Rather the hope is to be forever with the one who 

saves and heals and loves—God himself. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the 

salvation of man. It was not for this alone that Christ came to the earth; it was not merely 

that the inhabitants of this little world might regard the law of God as it should be 

regarded; but it was to vindicate the character of God before the universe. To this result 

of His great sacrifice—its influence upon the intelligences of other worlds, as well as 

upon man—the Saviour looked forward when just before His crucifixion He said: “Now 

is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be 

lifted up from the earth, will draw all unto Me.” John 12:31, 32. {PP 68} 
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