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8. Trusting God’s Goodness (Habakkuk) (2Q 2013—Minor Prophets) 

 

Biblical material: Hab. 1:1–17, 2:2–4, 14 Gal. 3:11, Heb. 11:1–13, Habakkuk 3, Phil. 

4:11. 

 

Quotes 

• Patience is the support of weakness; impatience the ruin of strength. Charles 

Colton 

• Impatience can cause wise people to do foolish things. Janette Oke  

• What good has impatience ever brought? It has only served as the mother of 

mistakes and the father of irritation. Steve Maraboli 

• Hastiness and superficiality are the psychic diseases of the twentieth century. 

Aleksandr I. Solzhenitsyn 

• For every good reason there is to lie, there is a better reason to tell the truth. Bo 

Bennett  

• Never trust anyone completely but God. Love people, but put your full trust only 

in God. Lawrence Welk  

• Learning to trust is one of life’s most difficult tasks. Isaac Watts  

• Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God. Corrie ten Boom 

 

Questions 

 How do we deal with our impatience, especially with God? How should we 

respond when it seems to us that God is not acting appropriately? How do we learn to 

trust? Why is trust so important? What relevance is the whole question of trust in the 

great controversy? How does God respond when he’s challenged? 

 

Bible summary 

 The situation is so deplorable in Habakkuk’s eyes that he p1eads with God, “How 

long, O Lord?” He keeps on asking God for help but it seems to him that God is not 

responding. There is injustice everywhere and it looks like God is doing nothing about it 

(Hab. 1:1-17). God’s reply only makes things worse in Habakkuk’s opinion—God is 

going to use the hateful Babylonians to punish Israel! So he complains again about that. 

God’s second reply in chapter 2 is a far broader answer that evil will not triumph for ever, 

and that as his people wait patiently for the “vision of a future time” then things will 

eventually be resolved. Habakkuk’s prayer in chapter 3 is a glorious celebration of trust 

in a God who is not only all-powerful but who will do what is right. Paul reminds the 

Galatians, “Clearly nobody is made right with God by attempting to keep the law, for 

‘Those who are made right will live by trusting God.’” Galatians 3:11 FBV. Hebrews 11 

reminds us of people who trusted in God and how God acted for good in their lives. As a 

result we should be content in our own situations (see Phil. 4:11). 

 

Comment 

 “How long, O Lord, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, 

‘Violence!’ but you do not save?” (Habakkuk 1:2 NIV). How long, O Lord? Why do I 

have to wait? When are you going to do something about this mess? Why don’t you act, 

and quickly? 
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This “God-question” has been around for a long time! It carries on ringing down 

the corridors of time, right up to the martyrs of Revelation who cry out: “How long, O 

Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge...?” (Rev. 6:10 NKJV). 

It’s still around today, especially among those who point to some terrible disaster 

and say, “God, where are you? Why don’t you act now? How long do we have to wait 

before you do something?” Like those in the “Asking God One Question” survey: “If 

there is a God, why does he let all those children die in Ethiopia?”or “Why doesn’t he do 

anything about stopping the wars?” or “Why did he let my mom die so painfully from 

cancer?” 

The theory goes something like this: If a) God is truly all-powerful, and b) ever-

loving, Then why doesn’t he always act for good and to prevent evil? 

The fact that God does not stop evil acts suggests (to those who think this way) 

that either God is not all-powerful, or that he is not as loving as he says. 

For those who believe in an active, loving, caring God these are real, hard 

questions. How long before God acts in the way his friends know he should? For 

Habakkuk, this was no mere debate, a theological discussion like how many angels you 

can fit on a pin-head. He was in agony, despairing over what he saw. He was terribly 

upset at all the injustice, the violence and destruction, and so he challenged God. Once 

again, notice that God doesn’t blast him off the planet, saying “Don’t you dare ask such 

questions?” He is willing to answer, even when we’re mad. 

For it is important to ask such questions, and to understand why God acts—or 

doesn’t act—as he does. 

Habakkuk’s question is so real today—but let’s apply it to ourselves for a 

change...  How many children will be beaten today? How many women will be raped 

today? How many men will be murdered today? 

How much longer will we stare at our TV screens and remain unaffected by 

violence upon violence? How much longer will our greed steal the food from the mouths 

of famine’s starving children? How much longer will we put each other down for the 

sake of a few more pennies, a better social position, a step up fame’s ladder? 

How much longer will we go on saying “God, it’s your fault!”?  

For the real truth is that so much of this world’s human screaming is caused by 

other so-called “human” beings.  We fight and kill, we pollute the land and destroy the 

earth, and then have the bare-faced audacity to ask “How long, O Lord? It’s your fault—

you should do something about it. You should have stopped things going bad before this. 

You should make sure evil doesn’t happen. Where are you, Lord?” We even call disasters 

“Acts of God”! What blasphemy! 

But leaving aside humanity’s contribution to its own suffering, the question 

remains. Truly Lord, why is it so? Why is this place so bad, and why do you tolerate so 

much evil? Isn’t it about time to end it all, Lord? How much longer...? 

Patiently God explains. In apocalyptic tones God describes the eventual results of 

Israel’s adultery. In turning from him, God has to give his children up—in this terrible 

way Israel brings their own destruction upon themselves. The end is worse than any 

could imagine. The results of sin are horrific—the worse for being self-inflicted, 

avoidable, unnecessary. God weeps over his people, asking “How can I give you up? 

How can I let you go?” But God does, eventually, so that his people can see what 

happens when they choose evil instead of good, the Devil’s way instead of God’s way. 
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God speaks in a somber voice to Habakkuk: You ask how long? You want to 

know what is about to happen? “Look...and watch—and be utterly amazed. For I am 

going to do something in your days that you would not believe, even if you were told.” 

(Habakkuk 1:5 NIV). 

A terrible vision of the consequences of Israel’s chosen course. The end-result of 

giving up on God is that God has to give them up—and to the Babylonians at that! 

So Habakkuk’s question is answered. There will be an eventual end; evil will 

brings its inevitable results like Cause and Effect. And the conclusion will be the most 

dreadful day ever... Just you wait and see...God and his actions will be proved right for all 

to see... 

But in answering his question, God’s words provoke more questions in 

Habakkuk’s mind. “O.K. so there is a final result—sin has its final result. I understand 

that, and it demonstrates your way as being the only right and true way. But what about 

the Babylonians? ‘Guilty men, whose own strength is their god.’” (Habakkuk 1:11 NIV). 

Habakkuk points out to God: “Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot 

tolerate wrong. Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? Why are you silent while the 

wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves?” (Habakkuk 1:13 NIV). 

Strong words! Ones that resonate with us still, as we look at the world around 

us…One question answered. Another one raised. But God, patient as always, gives his 

answer to this one too. 

The destroyer in turn is destroyed. “He is as greedy as the grave and like death he 

is never satisfied...” “Now it is your turn!” (Hab. 2:5, 16.) The wickedness of the wicked 

wipes them out. Their trust in idols (Hab. 2:18, 19) is as foolish as Israel’s turning from 

God. Going their own way they go down to destruction. 

Finally, God reminds Habakkuk that he is in charge. He is not acting arbitrarily 

and unjustly in his dealings with humankind. Habakkuk gets the message (Hab. 3); and is 

willing to trust God, despite the apparent temporary success of evil. For “the just shall 

live by his faith” (Hab. 2:4), that continuing truth that is echoed right on through the ages: 

“The just shall live by faith” (Gal. 3:11). Those who are right with God will live by 

trusting him. 

That’s the point. “How long, O Lord?” Only as long as is necessary for everyone 

to get the message. What message? The truth about God: his nature, character and 

actions. How does God feel when—in his absolute purity and goodness—he experiences 

all our degraded evil? He wants to stop all this infinitely more than we do. But because 

the message he wants to communicate is so very important, he’s willing to wait until 

every last being in the Universe understands the truth. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The faith that strengthened Habakkuk and all the holy and the just in those days of 

deep trial was the same faith that sustains God’s people today. In the darkest hours, under 

circumstances the most forbidding, the Christian believer may keep his soul stayed upon 

the source of all light and power. Day by day, through faith in God, his hope and courage 

may be renewed. . . . In the service of God there need be no despondency, no wavering, 

no fear. The Lord will more than fulfill the highest expectations of those who put their 

trust in Him. He will give them the wisdom their varied necessities demand.  {Mar 66} 
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