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7. God’s Special People (Micah) (2Q 2013—Minor Prophets) 

 

Biblical material: Mic. 1:1–9, 2 Cor. 11:23–27, Mic. 2:1–11, 5:2, 6:1–8, 7:18–20. 

 

Quotes 

• Make sure you are doing what God wants you to do--then do it with all your 

strength.  George Washington 

• Doing the will of God leaves me no time for disputing about His plans. George 

MacDonald 

• The will of God is not something you add to your life. It’s a course you choose. 

You either line yourself up with the Son of God…or you capitulate to the 

principle which governs the rest of the world. Elisabeth Elliot 

• God loves to pour out His Spirit with power on those who will dare to align 

radically their purposes with His. Steve Childers 

• The repentant thief who died with Jesus on Calvary was far more perfect than the 

holy ones who had Him nailed to the cross. And yet, abstractly speaking, what is 

more holy than the priesthood and less holy than the state of a criminal? The 

dying thief had, perhaps, disobeyed the will of God in many things: but in the 

most important event of his life he listened and obeyed. The Pharisees had kept 

the law to the letter and had spent their lives in the pursuit of a most scrupulous 

perfection. But they were so intent upon perfection as an abstraction that when 

God manifested His will and His perfection in a concrete and definite way they 

had no choice but to reject it. Thomas Merton 

• An unexamined life is not worth living. Socrates 

 

Questions 

 How could God’s special people go so horribly wrong? What does this say to us 

today? How does God deal with those who are opposed to him and choose to do evil, 

while maintaining they are his people? What is the fundamental problem in the people’s 

relationship with their God? What does God really want? 

 

Bible summary 

  Micah’s message parallels that of many of the Old Testament prophets: imminent 

judgment coupled with God’s grief over his people. The reason for judgment is their evil 

ways, and the judgment is just (see for example Micah 2:1), but God still weeps and 

promises salvation. Paul references the hostility he received from God’s people in 2 Cor. 

11:23-27. Micah 5:2 contains the promise of a savior to be born in Bethlehem. Micah 6:8 

NIV summarizes the whole perspective: “He has showed you, O man, what is good. And 

what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 

with your God.” The conclusion of Micah (7:18–20) is once again a promise of God’s 

saving love. 

 

Comment   

What does God really want? Most of us struggle with this. I remember a lady sick 

in hospital, in the bed next to a church member I was visiting. “If I gave all my money to 

the church, do you think God would heal me?” she asked. I explained that this was not 
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the kind of God I believed in, and that this was not the way to try to drive a bargain 

anyway! 

Rather like the prophet Micah who asked: “With what shall I come before the 

LORD and bow down before the exalted God? Shall I come before him with burnt 

offerings, with calves a year old? Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with 

ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my 

body for the sin of my soul?” Micah 6:6-7 NIV. 

When you look at all the regulations that God put in place in the Old Testament—

the way the sanctuary was to be made, how the sacrifices were to be performed, how the 

worshipers were to behave, it almost seems that God was a very demanding person—

almost to the point of being persnickety, as my aunt would have said. 

Is God really that picky? And what about all those sacrifices anyway? Was that 

what he really wanted? In Isaiah, God tells his people: 
 
“‘The multitude of your 

sacrifices—what are they to me?’ says the LORD. ‘I have more than enough of burnt 

offerings, of rams and the fat of fattened animals; I have no pleasure in the blood of bulls 

and lambs and goats. 
 
When you come to appear before me, who has asked this of you, 

this trampling of my courts? Stop bringing meaningless offerings! Your incense is 

detestable to me. New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations— I cannot bear your evil 

assemblies. Your New Moon festivals and your appointed feasts my soul hates. They 

have become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them. 
 
When you spread out your 

hands in prayer, I will hide my eyes from you; even if you offer many prayers, I will not 

listen. Your hands are full of blood; 
 
wash and make yourselves clean. Take your evil 

deeds out of my sight! Stop doing wrong,
 
learn to do right!’”Isaiah 1:11-17 NIV, my 

emphasis. 

Now this is very strange from the God who has given very detailed instructions on 

just how to do this! You can imagine the people saying, “But, but—this is what you 

wanted, isn’t it? We’re just following the rules, the requirements you gave us!” 

The trouble with us is that we just want to do what’s necessary, especially when it 

comes to God. Just do what he wants, we tell ourselves. No point in arguing—after all 

he’s God, right? So why worry if it doesn’t make sense. Just do it anyway! Just follow his 

demands, and it’ll be fine. 

Martin Luther crawled up the steps of St Peter’s, thinking that was what God 

wanted. Saul, before he became Paul, went round persecuting Christians because he 

thought that was what God wanted.  

The answer to the question “what does God want?” is the basis for all theistic 

religions. The different answers express our different ideas about what God wants: 

sacrifice, ritual, penance, self-denial, good works, money, time, talents… 

But what does God really want?  

You search the scriptures, Jesus told his religious contemporaries, because you 

think in them you have eternal life. But they talk about me. 
 
“Come now, let us reason together,” says the LORD. (Isaiah 1:18). Through 

Isaiah, God invites us to reason together with him, right after the part we just read about 

not bringing meaningless offerings and learning to do what is right. 

Which brings us back to Micah’s summary: “What does the LORD require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” Is that it? We may 
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ask. Sounds very simple. And is this the gospel? So let’s examine what this really 

means… 

To act justly: doing what is right to others. This sense of justice is within us, 

whatever we do to try and deny it! God is the source of rightness, for he is right—not just 

in the sense of correctness, but in the sense of fairness, honesty, and integrity—that he 

deals rightly with all of us. Habakkuk asked, “How long, O Lord? because he saw 

continuing injustice. Abraham asked, “Shall not the judge of all the earth do right?” What 

are we looking for? Isn’t it the same—that God should act rightly for the best? We are 

told to seek first and foremost the kingdom of God where righteousness dwells.  

To love mercy: lovingly showing kindness and forgiveness to others. Jesus told 

the people of his day, “Go and discover what this means: ‘I want mercy, not sacrifice. For 

I didn’t come to call those who do right—I came to call sinners.’” (Matt. 9:13 FBV). 

Jesus also cites the Hosea 6:6 when he says, “If you’d known the meaning of this 

Scripture, ‘I want mercy, and not sacrifice,’ you wouldn’t have condemned an innocent 

man.” Matt. 12:7 FBV, and he pronounces judgment on the scribes and Pharisees for 

neglecting the weightier matters of the law: doing right, showing mercy, and exercising 

trust (see Matt. 23:23). 

To walk humbly with your God: respectful friends of God, sharing their saving 

relationship with others. As Paul writes, “Don’t do anything from a spirit of selfishness or 

pride, but humbly think of others better than you do of yourself.” Philippians 2:3 FBV. 

Not as servants but as friends of a trustworthy God: “I don’t call you servants any longer, 

for servants are not taken into their master’s confidence. I call you friends, for everything 

my Father told me I’ve explained to you. John 15:15 FBV. We are “on the inside,” with 

God. So how do we live, as a result? What’s the result of this relationship? We act justly, 

love mercy, and walk humbly with our God. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 [Micah 6:8 quoted] A constant battle is going on between satanic agencies and 

heavenly intelligences. Satan is playing the game of life for the souls of men. If all could 

see the undercurrent of specious temptations, if they could realize the apparently 

heavenly appearance of satanic deceptions, far greater caution would be shown. There 

would be far more distrust of human wisdom and far more dependence upon God. But, 

when our spiritual eyesight is blinded, we do not discover the marked incidents that have 

taken place to turn the footsteps of God’s people from safe paths into paths that are 

slippery and unreliable.  {UL 95} 

 We may have to remain here in this world because of insubordination many more 

years, as did the children of Israel, but for Christ’s sake, His people should not add sin to 

sin by charging God with the consequence of their own wrong course of action. Now, 

have men who claim to believe the Word of God learned their lesson that obedience is 

better than sacrifice? “He hath showed thee (this rebellious people), O man, what is good; 

and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 

humbly with thy God?” (Micah 6:8)… 

 The churches should now be acting in their strength, with capabilities, talents, and 

means, carrying the work, reaching higher and broader in capacity to stand before the 

world in the power of invincible truth.  {10MR 278} 

  
Prepared January 2, 2013 © Jonathan Gallagher 2013 


