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5. Seek the Lord and Live! (Amos) (2Q 2013—Minor Prophets) 

 

Biblical material: Amos 5:1–15, Heb. 5:14, Isa. 5:20, Amos 7:10–17, 9:11–15, Acts 

15:13–18. 

 

Quotes 

• Colorful demonstrations and weekend marches are vital but alone are not 

powerful enough to stop wars. Wars will be stopped only when soldiers refuse to 

fight, when workers refuse to load weapons onto ships and aircraft, when people 

boycott the economic outposts of Empire that are strung across the globe. 

Arundhati Roy 

• In keeping silent about evil, in burying it so deep within us that no sign of it 

appears on the surface, we are implanting it, and it will rise up a thousand fold in 

the future. When we neither punish nor reproach evildoers, we are not simply 

protecting their trivial old age, we are thereby ripping the foundations of justice 

from beneath new generations. Aleksandr I. Solzhenitsyn 

• Denouncing evil is a far cry from doing good. Philip Gourevitch 

• We live in a system that espouses merit, equality, and a level playing field, but 

exalts those with wealth, power, and celebrity, however gained. Derrick A. Bell 

• In these days of difficulty, we Americans everywhere must and shall choose the 

path of social justice…, the path of faith, the path of hope, and the path of love 

toward our fellow man. Franklin D. Roosevelt 

 

Questions 
 How can we show support for social justice without becoming too involved with 

political protest? What is the role of the Christian in denouncing injustice? How do we 

truly “seek the Lord and live”—what does this mean? How can we return to God and 

help others to do the same? What does it say about God that he wants us back? 

 

Bible summary 

Amos 5 is a “funeral song” from God against his people. He lists all the ways they 

have turned from him: worshiping at pagan temples, suppressing justice, preferring 

corrupt judges, exploiting the poor, accepting bribes etc. This is more than simply a 

“religious” complaint—it is a call back to social justice, as well as a call back to God. 

Hebrews 5:14 reminds us that solid food is for the more mature! Through Isaiah God 

reminds us not to lie about reality: “What sorrow for those who say that evil is good and 

good is evil, that dark is light and light is dark, that bitter is sweet and sweet is bitter.” 

Isa. 5:20 NLT. Misrepresentation of Amos by priest Amaziah is rebuked in Amos 7:10-

17, while Amos 9:11-15 contains a message of restoration that is picked up and quoted by 

James in Acts 15:13–18, along with Isa. 45:21, 

 

Comment   
 The theme of returning to God so we may live is one that is often repeated in the 

Old Testament. It’s not so much a threat or a punishment, but a statement of reality. If we 

try and live apart from God, we die. That is how the Universe works.  
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 The really amazing aspect of this story is that God would want us back! 

Sometimes I do wonder why he continues to bother with us, the human race… 

 I love that God chooses to work for us, to plead with us, wanting to win us back 

by whatever means he can. While he may thunder from Sinai and threaten those who 

claim to be his people, he is the God of the still, small voice, for he knows that shouting 

doesn’t work! 

He leaves no heavy footprints, but rather light traces, tendrils of evidence to touch 

our minds. It is enough, even though we surely want more, as Blaise Pascal indicated: 

“We will always see too much to deny and too little to be sure.” 

For that is the plan of God. To draw us on to belief, not to force it upon us. Find 

out God. It was one of Job’s rather comfortless comforters who wondered whether by 

searching you can find out God. The implied response is negative. But the rest of 

Scripture point to a God who wants to be searched for, who waits to be found.  

Paul describes this respectful God who does not force himself upon us, but who 

delights to be discovered: “God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach 

out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us.” Acts 17:28 NIV. 

It seems a long-drawn-out, even tortuous process. As Philip Yancey says, “God 

has always chosen the slow and difficult way, respecting human freedom at all cost.” God 

allows us to ask, seek, knock. But he never intrudes. He invites, but never goes where he 

is not invited. He will sometimes tap on the shoulder, or even shock. But not to the extent 

of imposition. 
“
The LORD looks down from heaven on the sons of men to see if there are 

any who understand, any who seek God.” “But if from there you seek the LORD your 

God, you will find him if you look for him with all your heart and with all your soul.” 

Psalm 14:2, Deut. 4:30 NIV. 

This is the God who invites us to come, to think, to reason together with him. This 

is no compelling God, no divine tyrant, as the Accuser has described him. Rather this is a 

God who illuminates because of his presence, his loving nature, his character. This is no 

dry doctrine, but a living experience, one full of meaning and purpose and passion. 

“Those who say that they believe in God and yet neither love nor fear Him, do not 

in fact believe in Him but in those who have taught them that God exists,” observes 

Miguel De Unamuno. “Those who believe that they believe in God, but without any 

passion in their heart, any anguish of mind, without uncertainty, without doubt, without 

an element of despair even in their consolation, believe only in the God-idea, not in 

God.” 

 

Ellen White Comments 

There is a sad neglect of reading the Bible and searching it with humble hearts for 

yourselves. Take no man’s explanation of Scripture, whatever his position, but go to the 

Bible and search for the truth yourselves… There is the mine of truth. Sink the shaft 

deep, and you will possess that knowledge which is of highest value to you… Seek the 

Lord. Rest not until you know that Christ is your Saviour.  {TM 155-6} 

Eternal things should be of the first importance, and of as much greater 

consequence than earthly things, as Heaven is higher than the earth. Yet how often is the 

strength exhausted in obtaining earthly treasures. Men and women who profess to be 

followers of Christ, do not take time to seek the Lord. He has promised that if they would 

seek him, he would be found of them. {RH, March 29, 1870} 
Prepared January 2, 2013 © Jonathan Gallagher 2013 


