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4. Lord of All Nations (Amos) (2Q 2013—Minor Prophets) 

 

Biblical material: Amos 1–2; Isaiah 58; Luke 12:47, 48; 1 Kings 8:37–40; Amos 3:8; 

4:12, 13; Obadiah. 

 

Quotes 

• God’s sovereignty is not arbitrariness, as some misunderstand it, for God has his 

reasons, based on his infinite wisdom, which he does not always choose to reveal 

to us. Spiros Zodhiates 

• Are we not all children of one father, as it is said in religious language? Albert 

Einstein 

• When Jesus Christ utters a word, he opens his mouth so wide that it embraces all 

heaven and earth, even though that word be but in a whisper. Martin Luther 

• God sets the table. We don’t get to request what we’re served. We don’t get to 

express our preference for sushi, steak, greens, or a vegan menu. Nope. God’s in 

charge of that part, too. And, deep breath, we have no idea who is invited. . . . It is 

up to us, knowing that this God is God of everyone, to accept the invitation to this 

table that we didn’t set, that we didn’t choose, to the table where we won’t always 

like the other guests, the table set by the God who loves those we consider our 

enemies. Laura Mariko Cheifetz 

• We do not say: ‘My father, who art in heaven’... Our prayer is common and 

collective, and when we pray we pray not for one but for all people, because we 

are all one people together. Cyprian 

 

Questions 

  Why is it important to expressly declare that God is the God of everyone? What 

was the problem of the “God of Israel”? What is the essential message of Amos, and who 

is it for? Why does God plead, “Seek me and live”? How do we see God operating in the 

setting of the universe-wide controversy over his nature and character—here in Amos? 

Solomon’s prayer (1 Kings 8:37-40) asks God to remember his people, particularly in 

times of distress, and to forgive them.  

 

Bible summary 

  Amos writes during the time of the kings Uzziah of Judah and Jeroboam II of 

Israel, though his message is directed at the northern kingdom Israel and some of the 

surrounding nations (Amos 1, 2). The word of the Lord is again one of warning and 

impending judgment because of apostasy. Isaiah gives a similar kind of warning (Isaiah 

58). In Luke 12:47, 48 Jesus speaks about the responsibility that comes from knowledge, 

indicating that those who have had the benefit of knowing God are called to greater 

account. The voice of God is compared to a roaring lion (Amos 3:8). God himself 

promises a meeting (!) “‘Therefore this is what I will do to you, Israel, and because I will 

do this to you, prepare to meet your God, O Israel.’ He who forms the mountains, creates 

the wind, and reveals his thoughts to man, he who turns dawn to darkness, and treads the 

high places of the earth—the LORD God Almighty is his name.” (Amos 3:8; 4:12, 13 

NIV). Obadiah’s prophecy is directed against Edom, and parallels the warnings given by 

Jeremiah and Ezekiel. 
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Comment 

 This study reminds us that God is not only the God of Israel, but the God of the 

other nations as well, and that they also need to take their role and responsibility 

seriously. The lesson raises the greater issue of God and how he is viewed in this world 

of evil, and how he relates to our sinful state. The prophets are dealing with their local 

situations, but the wider scope is one of the great controversy over God’s nature and 

character.  

For those who complain about God’s apparent toleration of evil, think of this: 

How does God feel when—in his absolute purity and goodness—he experiences all our 

degraded evil? He wants to stop all this infinitely more than we do. But because the 

message he wants to communicate is so very important, he’s willing to wait until every 

last being in the Universe understands the truth—the truth that God is not the kind of 

person the Devil has made him out to be: vindictive, unjust, hostile. That the end result of 

going our own rebellious way is eternal death. That the only way back to God is to accept 

his offer of forgiveness and healing, consummated in Jesus Christ. 

People have suggested that either God is not all-loving, or not all-powerful. But 

there is a third option. A deeper understanding that means studying the situation that God 

himself faces. 

In order to meet the charges of the Enemy that he, God, is the real tyrant, God has 

to let evil run its course so that all can see its final consequences. In this whole process 

God is not inactive, but intimately involved, trying at all times to demonstrate his true 

nature of love and justice in opposition to the Devil’s perverted picture. 

So it is understandable then, why God does not repeatedly intervene in the process 

of Cause and Effect. If all are to realize what “going their own way” means, God has to 

allow his created beings the choice of doing just that—with all the consequences. 

Otherwise no-one will see evil in its true light: its self-destructive nature, leading not to 

happiness but to sorrow and despair. But as we see in these messages from the prophets, 

in the end he does. 

. 

Ellen White Comments 

 Against the marked oppression, the flagrant injustice, the unwonted luxury and 

extravagance, the shameless feasting and drunkenness, the gross licentiousness and 

debauchery, of their age, the prophets lifted their voices; but in vain were their protests, 

in vain their denunciation of sin. “Him that rebuketh in the gate,” declared Amos, “they 

hate, . . . and they abhor him that speaketh uprightly.” “They afflict the just, they take a 

bribe, and they turn aside the poor in the gate from their right.” Amos 5:10, 12.  {PK 

282} 

 Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and so the Lord, the God of hosts, shall 

be with you. Amos 5:14. Satan is using every means to make crime and debasing vice 

popular. We cannot walk the streets of our cities without encountering flaring notices of 

crime presented in some novel or to be acted at some theater. The mind is educated to 

familiarity with sin. The course pursued by the base and vile is kept before the people in 

the periodicals of the day, and everything that can excite passion is brought before them 

in exciting stories. They hear and read so much of debasing crime that the once tender 

conscience, which would have recoiled with horror from such scenes, becomes hardened, 

and they dwell upon these things with greedy interest.  {ML 87} 
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