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2. Love and Judgment: God’s Dilemma (Hosea) (2Q 2013—Minor Prophets) 

 

Biblical material: Hos. 7:11, 12; 10:11–13; 12:6; 14; Matt. 11:28–30; Rom. 5:8; 1 Pet. 

2:24. 

 

Quotes 

• If we are believers in Jesus Christ we have already come through the storm of 

judgment. It happened at the cross. Billy Graham 

• Those that love darkness rather than light will have their doo accordingly. 

Matthew Henry 

• Don’t wait for the last judgment— it takes place every day. Albert Camus  

• In human affairs we rightly value justice and the “wrath” of the judicial system, 

for they protect us. If by chance we ourselves run afoul of the law, there is always 

the chance that we can cop a plea, escape on a technicality or plead guilty to some 

lesser offense and be excused for it. But we cannot do that with God. With him 

we deal not with the imperfections of human justice but with the perfections of 

divine justice. We deal with the one to whom not only actions but also thoughts 

and intentions are visible. Who can escape such justice? Who can stand before 

such an unwielding judge? No one. Sensing this truth we therefore resent God’s 

justice and deny its reality in every way we can. James Montgomery Boice 

• Children wish fathers looked but with their eyes; fathers that children with their 

judgment looked; and either may be wrong. William Shakespeare  

• The chains of love are stronger than the chains of fear. William Gurnall 

• Of all the things that will surprise us in the resurrection morning, this, I believe, 

will surprise us most: that we did not love Christ more before we died. J.C. Ryle 

 

Questions 

 Why is love and judgment placed in antithesis? Why does God use the image of a 

rejected Father? What is his concern here? What are the dangers in imagining God as 

being like us? What kind of language is God using here, and what level of moral 

development is supposed? How does this translate into the issues of the cosmic conflict? 

 

Bible summary 

 Due to Israel’s abandonment of God he threatens to trap them in a net, (Hos. 7:11, 

12), or to place them in a yoke (Hos. 10:11–13). His appeal is, “you must return to your 

God; maintain love and justice, and wait for your God always.” Hos. 12:6 NIV He 

complains that he has been provoked by Israel and will leave them to their fate (Hos. 

12:14). In Matt. 11:28-30 Jesus offers rest, and a light yoke. Rom. 5:8 FBV tell us: “God 

demonstrates his love for us in that Christ died for us while we were still sinners.” 1 Pet. 

2:24 states, “He took our sins on himself in his body on the cross, so that we could die to 

sin and live rightly. ‘By his wounds you are healed.’” 

 

Comment  
 In this lesson on the nature and character of God sadly Hosea 11 was left out. In 

fact it is this chapter that truly sums up the challenge faced by God—to love and to do 

right when confronted with rebellious and obnoxious children. Of course, we read this 
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with our human understanding, yet God looks even more wonderful as this divine Father 

asking, “How can I give you up? How can I let you go?” 

 Look at the imagery here, and feel the pathos:”When Israel was a child, I loved 

him, and out of Egypt I called my son…. It was I who taught Ephraim to walk, taking 

them by the arms; but they did not realize it was I who healed them. I led them with cords 

of human kindness, with ties of love; I lifted the yoke from their neck and bent down to 

feed them.” Hosea 11:1, 3, 4. NIV. 

In this powerful image we see God as our parent, holding us by our arms as he 

helps us to walk, who carefully helps us back to our feet when we fall, and who scoops us 

up in his arms when we are just too tired to go on: “The Lord upholds all those who fall 

and lifts up all who are bowed down.” Psalm 145:14 NIV. 

 Nor is this a conflict between a God who wants to love and who wants to punish. 

It is all love and concern, for God knows what will happen if they refuse to return to 

him—they will die. Not because God executes them, but because the wage that sin pays 

is death. The natural consequence of being estranged from God, the source of life, is 

death. As God says, “They sow the wind and reap the whirlwind.” Hosea 8:7 NIV. This is 

the real problem: our self-sufficiency and sinful willfulness means that we obstinately 

repel the God who can heal us: “Their deeds do not permit them to return to their God. A 

spirit of prostitution is in their heart; they do not acknowledge the LORD.” Hosea 5:4 NIV. 

 How are we meant to think of God as the righteous Judge?  At the heart of the 

matter is the real question: What is God like? Is he out to threaten us, to scare us to him? 

Does he use the “Hound of Hell” to drive us back to him in terrified obedience? Is this 

judgment belief like a sword hanging over our heads, an ever-present threat that makes us 

want God because we are so frightened of the alternative? Or is the judgment something 

positive? Doesn’t it come from One who is the essence of love? 

 For ultimately the judgment is the return to the way things were when there was 

harmony throughout the universe. God reveals himself as he truly is, no longer veiled. And 

all that is sinful dies—not because God wishes it, but because that is the effect of sin. In the 

end this too is love as God resolves the rebellion in his universe, and all is at one forever. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The Saviour says, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock; if any man hear My 

voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with Me.” 

Rev. 3:20. He is not repulsed by scorn or turned aside by threatening, but continually 

seeks the lost ones, saying, “How shall I give thee up?” Hosea 11:8. Although His love is 

driven back by the stubborn heart, He returns to plead with greater force, “Behold, I stand 

at the door, and knock.” The winning power of His love compels souls to come in. And to 

Christ they say, “Thy gentleness hath made me great.” Ps. 18:35.  {COL 235} 

 He [Jesus] compels none to follow Him. “I drew them,” He says, “with cords of a 

man, with bands of love.” Hosea 11:4. It is not the fear of punishment, or the hope of 

everlasting reward, that leads the disciples of Christ to follow Him. They behold the 

Saviour’s matchless love, revealed throughout His pilgrimage on earth, from the manger 

of Bethlehem to Calvary’s cross, and the sight of Him attracts, it softens and subdues the 

soul. Love awakens in the heart of the beholders. {DA 480}  
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