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12. Heaven’s Best Gift (Zechariah) (2Q 2013—Minor Prophets) 

 

Biblical material: Zechariah 8; Zech. 9:9, 16; 12:1–10; 13:7–9, 14; Matt. 21:9; John 

19:37. 

 

Quotes 

• The more you think about Christ, the more you think of him. H.C. Trumbull 

• The ancient dream: a cold, clear night made brilliant by a glorious star, the smell 

of incense, shepherds and wise men falling to their knees in adoration of the sweet 

baby, the incarnation of perfect love. Lucinda Franks 

• The giving of gifts is not something man invented.  God started the giving spree  

when he gave a gift beyond words, the unspeakable gift of His Son. Robert Flatt 

• The early Christians did not rejoice because of better things to come.  They 

rejoiced because Christ had come. God’s unspeakable gift was not provisional. 

They rejoiced because it was final. Handel H. Brown 

• The purpose and cause of the incarnation was that He might illuminate the world 

by His wisdom and excite it to the love of himself. Peter Abelard 

• A prison cell, in which one waits, hopes...and is completely dependent on the fact 

that the door of freedom has to be opened from the outside, is not a bad picture of 

Advent. Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

Questions 
  Why was it so necessary for Jesus, heaven’s best gift, to come to this world? 

How was this gift received? What does the reception given to Jesus tell us about the kind 

of God we believe in? How do we show that we appreciate God’s gift of himself, and that 

it is making a difference in our lives? How does this fit into the great controversy? 

 

Bible summary 

 God’s amazing promise is: “I will return to Zion and dwell in Jerusalem.” (Zech. 

8:3 NIV). He also promises that Israel will be his people. They are to do what is right and 

so receive his blessings. Then in Zech. 9:9 is the promise of his coming, riding a donkey, 

as fulfilled by Jesus on his triumphal entry in Jerusalem, and in verse 16 how the people 

will be saved by God. In Zech. 12 is a wonderful promise to Jerusalem that was not 

fulfilled because of the people’s disobedience and rejection of Jesus, but prefigures the 

New Jerusalem. Zech. 13:7-9 prophesies the striking of Jesus the Shepherd and the 

scattering of the sheep, but the Lord comes to reign in Zech. 14, a thought repeated in 

Matt. 21:9, while John 19:37 reminds us that the ones who pierced Jesus will look on him 

again. 

 

Comment 

 The promise given in Zech. 8:23 is that foreigners will hold onto the robe of a Jew 

and ask to go with him, because they believe God is with him. Despite the many failures 

of the Jews, we should not forget their contributions to salvation-history. Jesus came into 

a Jewish family. It was he who fulfilled their Messianic expectations by entering 

Jerusalem on a donkey. He is the king, though not as the people of the time expected. He 

is the good shepherd—but he is pierced.  
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 This is God’s gift of himself to us—and to the whole onlooking universe. The 

shocking aspect is that he comes to those who should have welcomed him, but they reject 

him—because they don’t agree with his portrayal of God. This is not their concept of 

God, and so Jesus is condemned to die for blasphemy! Jesus who shows us the Father is 

condemned to die for misrepresenting God! 

 As David so said so poignantly, “My own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, he 

who shared my bread, has lifted up his heel against me” (Ps.41:9 NIV). He’s spurned, let 

down, rejected by those who claim to be his friends… 

This is the experience of Jesus, spoken through the prophecy of Zechariah: “If 

someone asks him, `What are these wounds on your body?’ he will answer, ‘The wounds 

I was given at the house of my friends.’” (Zech. 13:6 NIV). You expect bad treatment 

from enemies. Not from friends. This is the irony of the ages. That is God’s greatest 

gift—to come himself to us—ends in us killing the Lord of glory because he doesn’t fit 

our image of God. Yes, it’s wonderful to think of heaven’s greatest gift. But we mustn’t 

miss what we did to this greatest gift.  

All this shows us once again how vital it is to gain a true understanding of this 

gift-giving God. We have to reject the misrepresentations of the Devil, and cling to the 

truth of God as revealed by Jesus. Right after his triumphal entry into Jerusalem Jesus 

made it clear: “If you trust in me you’re not just trusting in me but also in the one who 

sent me. When you see me you’re seeing the one who sent me… For I’m not speaking for 

myself but for my Father who sent me. He is the one who instructed me what to say and 

how to say it.” (John  12:44, 45, 49 FBV). All we can do is to see this wonderful God, 

and trust in him. For if we don’t, we are totally lost. 

  

Ellen White Comments 

 Although Israel had “mocked the messengers of God, and despised His words, 

and misused His prophets” (2 Chronicles 36:16), He had still manifested Himself to 

them, as “the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness 

and truth” (Exodus 34:6); notwithstanding repeated rejections, His mercy had continued 

its pleadings. With more than a father’s pitying love for the son of his care, God had 

“sent to them by His messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because He had 

compassion on His people, and on His dwelling place.” 2 Chronicles 36:15. When 

remonstrance, entreaty, and rebuke had failed, He sent to them the best gift of heaven; 

nay, He poured out all heaven in that one Gift.  {GC 19} 

 The greatest gift of Heaven had been given to the world. Joy to the poor, for 

Christ has come to make them heirs of his kingdom! Joy to the rich, for he will teach 

them how to apply their earthly treasure that it may secure for them eternal riches in 

Heaven! Joy to the ignorant, for he has come to give them wisdom unto salvation! Joy to 

the learned, for he will open to their understanding deeper mysteries than they have ever 

before fathomed!  {2SP 191} 

 The grace of Christ alone could change the heart of stone to a heart of flesh, make 

it alive unto God, and transform the character, so that a degraded child of sin might 

become a child of God, an heir of heaven. Man had no power to justify the soul, to 

sanctify the heart. Moral disease could be healed only through the power of the great 

Physician. The highest gift of Heaven, even the only begotten of the Father, full of grace 

and truth, was able to redeem the lost.  {Messenger, June 7, 1893} 
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