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10. First Things First! (Haggai) (2Q 2013—Minor Prophets) 

 

Biblical material: Haggai 1, John 2:19, Ezra 3:1–6, Matt. 1:23, 12:6, Haggai 2, Luke 

24:13–27. 

 

Quotes 

• Action expresses priorities. Mahatma Gandhi 

• We do not have a money problem in America. We have a values and priorities 

problem. Marian Wright Edelman  

• Most of us spend too much time on what is urgent and not enough time on what is 

important. Stephen R. Covey 

• Desires dictate our priorities, priorities shape our choices, and choices determine 

our actions.  Dallin H. Oaks 

• A simple life is not seeing how little we can get by with—that’s poverty—but 

how efficiently we can put first things first. . . . When you’re clear about your 

purpose and your priorities, you can painlessly discard whatever does not support 

these, whether it’s clutter in your cabinets or commitments on your calendar. 

Victoria Moran 

• The most important thing in life is knowing the most important things in life. 

David F. Jakielo 

 

Questions 

 Why was it so important to rebuild the Temple? Does God appear to be self-

serving and demanding here—how would you answer that? If you were Zerubbabel how 

would you have reacted to these messages? What are the lessons here? How do we apply 

these events to our own lives?  

 

Bible summary 

 Haggai 1 gives the setting: the people are living in the houses they have rebuilt 

after the exile, but the Temple still lies in ruins. They argue that it’s not time to rebuild 

the Temple. So God reminds them of the right priorities, and how they are not being 

blessed as much as they could be. John 2:19 reminds us of the words of Jesus promising 

to raise “the Temple” in three days, while in Matt. 12:6 Jesus says that one greater than 

the Temple is here. The historical record of the rebuilding of the Temple under 

Zerubbabel is found in Ezra 3:1-6. In Haggai 2 the Lord gives an interesting lesson in 

blessings. Luke 24:13–27 records the story of Jesus meeting the two disciples on the road 

to Emmaus, the best Bible study ever recorded! As a side note, Heb. 12:26 quotes Haggai 

2:6… 

 

Comment  
 This lesson is a study on the question of priorities—spiritual priorities! By 

ignoring their responsibilities to God, the people were preventing themselves from 

receiving God’s richest blessings. 

 When we consider what is most important in life, even those societal norms we 

think are the most important—our family responsibilities—are not to be seen as taking 

precedence over God’s values, says Jesus. For, they too can blind us to what is 
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important… As Jesus said, “If you want to follow me but you don’t hate your father and 

mother, and wife and children, and brothers and sisters—even your own life—you can’t 

be my disciple.” Luke 14:26 FBV. 

Even a denial of the right of family to prime attention—as Jesus reveals when he 

is told that his earthly family is outside waiting for him. Jesus’ response should not be 

seen as an uncaring dismissal, but as a picture-lesson in priorities. Jesus responds by 

asking who is his true family, and then answers his own question: “For whoever does the 

will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” Matt. 12:50. 

Doing wrong—or failing to do right—because of family ties is still unacceptable, 

and Jesus even goes as far as inverting such responsibilities. But there is still love and 

care there, as demonstrated by Jesus’ care for his mother, even when on the cross itself. 

What he is arguing against is the excusing of oneself from taking decisions of eternal 

importance: 

While they were walking, one man told Jesus, “I will follow you wherever 

you go!” Jesus told the man, “Foxes have their dens, and wild birds have 

their nests, but the Son of man doesn’t even have a place to rest his head.” 

He told another man, “Follow me.” But the man replied, “Master, first let 

me go home and bury my father.” “Let the dead bury their own dead,” 

Jesus replied. “You go and proclaim God’s kingdom.” Another man said, 

“Lord, I will follow you! But first let me go home and say goodbye to my 

family.” But Jesus told him, “Nobody once they’ve started plowing and 

then looks back is fit for God’s kingdom.” Luke 9:57-62 FBV 

Jesus offers no rewards of earthly value—no palaces or mansions, in fact he has 

nowhere to lay his head. He has no home here. Nor has he a family to which he must give 

supreme importance. The excuses offered by the speakers on the road illustrate the way 

in which we want to have both this world, and that of Jesus. We try to keep a foot in both 

camps, cloaking our lack of commitment by a show of family involvement. But it is a 

sham, and Jesus demands that we make sure of our true priorities. 

  

Ellen White Comments 

Views of heavenly things do not incapacitate men and women for the duties of 

this life, but rather render them more efficient and faithful. Although the grand realities of 

the eternal world seem to charm the mind, engross the attention, and enrapture the whole 

being, yet with spiritual enlightenment there comes a calm, heaven-born diligence that 

enables the Christian to take pleasure in the performance of the commonplace duties of 

life. . . .  {TMK 168} 

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things 

shall be added unto you. Matt. 6:33. This promise will never fail. We cannot enjoy the 

favor of God unless we comply with the conditions upon which His favor is bestowed. 

By so doing there will come to us that peace, contentment, and wisdom that the world can 

neither give nor take away…{CC 370} 

[Matt. 6:31 quoted] The Lord would not have any one of us be presumptuous, 

care not for health, and make no provision whatever for a sustenance; but when He sees 

the world taking all the thoughts and absorbing all the affections, He sees that eternal 

realities are lost sight of. He would correct this evil, which is the work of Satan. {OHC 

286} 
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