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1. Spiritual Adultery (Hosea) (2Q 2013—Minor Prophets) 

 

Biblical material: Hos. 1:1–3, Ezek. 4:1–6, Hos. 2:12-18, 2:23; 4:1–3, James 5:1–7, 

Rev. 14:6–12. 

 

Quotes 

• Christ and The Church: If he were to apply for a divorce on the grounds of 

cruelty, adultery and desertion, he would probably get one. Samuel Butler  

• Infidelity is the mother of apostasy. John Trapp 

• Unbelief is not failure of intellectual apprehension. It is disobedience in the 

presence of the clear commands of God. G. Campbell Morgan 

• No adultery is bloodless. Natalia Ginzburg 

• Infidelity is always blind. John Calvin 

• Sin is the great punishment of sin. John Boys 

• You are not ashamed of your sin [in committing adultery] because so many men 

commit it. Man’s wickedness is now such that men are more ashamed of chastity 

than of lechery. Murderers, thieves, perjurers, false witnesses, plunderers and 

fraudsters are detested and hated by people generally, but whoever will sleep with 

his servant girl in brazen lechery is liked and admired for it, and people make 

light of the damage to his soul. Augustine 

 

Questions 
 How could God tell a prophet to marry a prostitute? What does this say about 

God? What are we meant to learn from this story? Understanding this to be an acted 

parable,” what are the implications here for the great controversy viewpoint? In what way 

are we less than faithful in our relationship with God? 

 

Bible summary 

 In Hos. 1:1–3 God specifically commands Hosea to go and marry a prostitute to 

illustrate the adultery of his people. This parallels the acted parable recorded in Ezek. 4:1-

6 when Ezekiel was told to figuratively represent the siege of Jerusalem. God’s 

“conflicted” relationship to his erring people is well described in Hos. 2:12-18.He longs 

for them to say to him, “You are my God.” Hosea 2:23. The unfaithfulness of the people 

is spelled out in Hosea 4:1–3. James 5:1-7 similarly inveighs against those who have 

abandoned God and succumbed to the lure of riches: “Come on, you rich people! You 

should weep and wail for all the problems that are coming your way! Your wealth is 

ruined, and your clothes have been eaten by moths… You have condemned and killed the 

innocent who didn’t even resist you.” (James 5:1, 2, 6 FBV). The end-time results of such 

unfaithful actions is shown in the three angels’ messages of Rev. 14:6-12. 

 

Comment   
The story of Hosea and his words to unfaithful Israel show us the lengths that God 

is willing to go to win us back. This book is worth our study because it reflects the desire 

of God to recognize who we are and what we’re doing. The dramatic acted parable 

reveals that God will use all kinds of means to gain our attention, to break through our 

self-satisfied apathy, and recognize how far we are away from him like a prostitute-wife 



2 

 

who continually betrays her husband, so we too act towards the God we claim to love—

that is the message of Hosea. 

But this is not to criticize and condemn. Hosea paints a picture of a God who 

despite the blatant and flagrant unfaithfulness of his people still wishes for their return, 

because of his unfailing love. Hosea  is a masterpiece that describes the anguished desire 

of God who wants us back, home with him once more. Who can remain unmoved at 

God’s agonized cry: “How can I give you up? How can I let you go?” (See Hosea 11:8). 

As a father weeping over his wayward children, as a husband tormented by the actions of 

a faithless wife, God pleads with us to come back to him—not for his sake, but because 

of his concern for us. He wants to heal us, and he is the only one who can. 

While in our society we focus on sexual sin and adultery, we gloss over our 

spiritual sins and adulteries. It’s important to consider how such an attitude affects our 

relationship to the God we claim to love. For as we run after other “gods,” as we despise 

the lovingkindness of our gracious Lord, as we trample in the dust his gifts to us, we are 

as guilt as Gomer. We may not be committing “serious sins” like murder and robbery, but 

we are killing God and stealing from him in our daily acts and in our relationship to him. 

In the same way as Hosea was mocked by those around him for taking as his wife 

someone who was so clearly inappropriate and untrustworthy, God is surely questioned 

for his love and care for us by other thinking beings in the universe. From the wider 

perspective, we are hopeless adulterers who cannot be trusted. Yet God goes on loving 

us, despite our spiritual adultery when we place other things before him, when we run 

after our own pleasures, when we place ourselves and our own satisfaction above 

following him, the one we claim to love. How much we need God’s healing, 

transforming power in our lives to truly live for him and love him as we should. 

God is not looking for ritual observance or religious ceremonies. It’s not about 

how often we “do” things we think he’ll like—such as long prayers or church attendance 

or double tithes. His desire is spelled out in Hosea 6:6 NIV: “For I desire mercy, not 

sacrifice, and acknowledgement of God rather than burnt offerings.” God wants a true, 

honest, and committed relationship of love. He forgives our spiritual adultery, and 

implores us to come back to him. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 “I the Lord thy God am a jealous God.” The close and sacred relation of God to 

His people is represented under the figure of marriage. Idolatry being spiritual adultery, 

the displeasure of God against it is fitly called jealousy.  {PP 306} 

 Those who are unfaithful in temporal affairs will likewise be unfaithful in 

spiritual things. On the other hand, a neglect of God’s claims leads to neglect of the 

claims of humanity. Unfaithfulness is prevalent in this degenerate age; it is extending in 

our churches and in our institutions. Its slimy track is seen everywhere. This is one of the 

condemning sins of this age and will carry thousands and tens of thousands to perdition. 

If those who profess the truth in our institutions at Battle Creek were living 

representatives of Christ, a power would go forth from them which would be felt 

everywhere… My heart aches when I see how Jesus is dishonored by the unworthy lives 

and defective characters of those who might be an ornament and an honor to His cause.  

{4T 576} 
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