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9. Peter and the Gentiles (3Q 2015—Missionaries) 

 

Biblical material: Acts 2:5–21; 10:1–8, 23–48; Rom. 2:14–16; Acts 10:9–22; 11:1–10; 

15:1–35; Acts 2:38-39. 
 

Quotes 

• Distinctions drawn by the mind are not necessarily equivalent to distinctions in 

reality. Thomas Aquinas 

• Too small is our world to allow discrimination, bigotry and intolerance to thrive 

in any corner of it, let alone in the United States of America. Eliot Engel 

• People are always afraid of anything different. Sandy Fussell 

• When we forget our essential similarities, we forget how to get along, and that 

cannot but lead to prejudice, discrimination, and eventually, conflict. G. Norman 

Lippert 

• I doubt that anyone has a Damascus moment after experiencing discrimination. 

Most people seem to have shining moments of change after experiencing grace. 

Anna White 

• Prejudices are the chains forged by ignorance to keep men apart.  Countess of 

Blessington 

 

Questions 
 What is the major point in Peter’s vision of the unclean animals on the sheet? Can 

we appreciate the great change in thinking in allowing the Gentiles to come in? What 

parallels do we see in our world today? How are we to treat those who are outside our 

community of faith? How do we represent God to others? 

 

Bible summary 

 Acts 2 contains Peter’s speech to the Jews from various countries, but it is Acts 10 

and 11:1–10 that provides the account of Peter’s “conversion” to accepting the Gentiles. 

The vision of the sheet with the unclean animals was to indicate that God wanted Peter to 

give up his prejudice against “foreigners” and welcome them into the Christian faith. 

Peter reaffirms this at the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:1–35). The key to note in the 

Scriptural material is the great change in Peter from seeing himself as one of God’s 

exclusive people to a missionary to everyone, including the Gentiles. 

 

Comment   
 The story of Peter and Cornelius in Acts 10 is taken to mean many things—diet, 

uncleanliness, evangelism, cultural issues and so on. But at its heart it is a story of how 

God challenges our most basic beliefs, and reveals that we can make some completely 

unwarranted presuppositions. For Peter, the whole idea of going to the Gentiles with the 

gospel message was literally as impossible as eating the worst of unclean animals. The 

vision of the sheet full of inedible animals that he is told to kill and eat is a dramatic way 

of God facing us with our taboos and blind spots. It has nothing to do with the 

appropriateness of eating slugs! 

Peter with his vision of the sheet with unclean beasts needed to learn the lesson 

that God does not have favorites, and that he offers healing salvation to all. 
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When it comes to representing the truth about God and his character, does it seem 

that some nations are more accepting? Are their national traits that lead to general 

attitudes and decisions? If so, how do we combat such “traits” so that each one can make 

an informed decision about God? How do we best represent God to the whole world? 

We all have discriminatory tendencies, and we reflect the ideas of our own 

societies. Yet the Bible tells us that there is neither Jew nor Greek. In the context of the 

great controversy we see that racial hatred is just another of the Deceivers lies, another 

way to sow tares among the wheat to create conflict and chaos. Our role is to demonstrate 

these fundamental truths that rise above such distractions, and reveal the God who is the 

creator of all, and father of every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. Only as the truth of 

God prevails can we have true unity and harmony, only by this God-given love for each 

other will all people know we really are God’s disciples.  

Discrimination and prejudice are still with us, even within the church. We need 

reminders like these to recognize that we are to be one, despite the differences of 

language, race, and culture. In fact this is one of the great arguments for the truth of the 

Christian faith—that despite these differences, we see each other as brothers and sisters, 

the children on our loving Father. 

God often has to work with us within the family of God to help us realize that all 

belong to it. We need to see the totality of God’s family, and not be exclusive in any way. 

This means thinking beyond our world, and seeing ourselves as part of God’s family 

spread throughout the universe. This helps us understand our position, even if we have a 

special role as a spectacle to the universe. 

 

Ellen White Comments  

 By the vision of the sheet and its contents, let down from heaven, Peter was to be 

divested of his settled prejudices against the Gentiles; to understand that, through Christ, 

heathen nations were made partakers of the blessings and privileges of the Jews, and 

were to be thus benefited equally with them. Some have urged that this vision was to 

signify that God had removed his prohibition from the use of the flesh of animals which 

he had formerly pronounced unclean; and that therefore swines’ flesh was fit for food. 

This is a very narrow, and altogether erroneous interpretation, and is plainly contradicted 

in the scriptural account of the vision and its consequences. 

 The vision of all manner of live beasts, which the sheet contained, and of which 

Peter was commanded to kill and eat, being assured that what God had cleansed should 

not be called common or unclean by him, was simply an illustration presenting to his 

mind the true position of the Gentiles; that by the death of Christ they were made fellow-

heirs with the Israel of God. It conveyed to Peter both reproof and instruction. His labors 

had heretofore been confined entirely to the Jews; and he had looked upon the Gentiles as 

an unclean race, and excluded from the promises of God. His mind was now being led to 

comprehend the world-wide extent of the plan of God.  {3SP 327-8} 

 It raises the combativeness, and quenches the spirit of conviction, in the minds of 

many, drawing them into diversity of opinions, accusation, and prejudice, which closes 

the door to the truth. This was the effect in the days of Paul, and we see that it has been 

the same in our own time. {RH, September 11, 1888} 
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