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8. Cross Cultural Missions (3Q 2015—Missionaries) 

 

Biblical material: John 4:4–30, Matt. 8:5–13, Mark 5:1–20, Matt. 15:21–28, Luke 

17:11–19, John 12:20–32; Matt. 12:18. 

 

Quotes 

• If there is no passionate love for Christ at the center of everything, we will only 

jingle and jangle our way across the world, merely making a noise as we go. 

William Wilberforce 

• The great Pioneer Missionaries all had ‘inverted homesickness’: this passion to 

call that country their home which was most in need of the Gospel. In this passion 

all other passions died; before this vision all other visions faded; this call drowned 

all other voices. They were the pioneers of the Kingdom, the forelopers of God, 

eager to cross the border-marches and discover new lands or win new-empires. 

Samuel Zwemer 

• The gospel is only good news if it gets there in time. Carl F. H. Henry 

• One of the troubling things about the Christian faith is the way we equate 

attending meetings with Christian service. Garry Winget 

• We have not come into the world to be numbered; we have been created for a 

purpose; for great things: to love and be loved. Mother Teresa 

 

Questions 

 Why is it important to consider cultural issues, particularly when we try to reach 

others in different cultures? What are some common human aspects across cultures? 

What do we learn from the way Jesus interacted with those considered “foreigners” in his 

society? How do we rightly represent the God revealed by Jesus? 

 

Bible summary 

 John 4:4–30 gives us a great example in cross cultural missions: the Samaritan 

woman at the well. Matt. 8:5–13 is the story of the Centurion and his trust in Jesus to heal 

his servant. Jesus’ comment is significant: “I tell you the truth, I haven’t found this kind 

of trust anywhere in Israel.”(Matt. 8:10 FBV).  The healing of the demon-possessed man 

in the Gerasene region shows that Jesus responded to all in need (Mark 5:1–20). Jesus’ 

healing of the Canaanite women’s daughter and their conversation shows how crossed the 

cultural barriers and pointed out the discrimination exhibited by his countrymen (Matt. 

15:21–28). The healing of the ten lepers on the border between Galilee and Samaria 

brought a comment from Jesus that only one returned—a Samaritan “foreigner” (Luke 

17:11–19). Jesus extended comment about his coming death is in response to a request by 

Greeks who wanted to see him (John 12:20–32). Matthew references a quote from Isaiah 

in describing Jesus, who “will tell the foreigners what’s right.” (Matt. 12:18 FBV). 

 

Comment 

 Think of the many examples of Jesus’ interactions with “foreigners.” It almost 

seems as if Jesus went out of his way to exalt those who were despised by his society. In 

fact he mentions some specifically—the woman of Zarephath and Naaman the Syrian etc. 

At the centurion’s profession of faith, Jesus speaks so highly one can assume many of his 
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hearers were offended: “When Jesus heard this, he was amazed. He turned to the crowd 

following him, and told them, ‘Believe me, I haven’t found such trust anywhere in 

Israel.’” Luke 7:9 FBV.  

To the “chosen people,” such an endorsement of a foreigner must have caused 

much gnashing of teeth. But what of the Canaanite woman who came asking for healing 

of her daughter. For those that watched this scene, just think. Not one from Israel, but a 

foreigner. Not a man, but a woman. Not a son, but a daughter…  

Jesus says, “‘It’s not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the pet 

dogs.’ ‘True, sir,’ she said, ‘but even the puppies under the table eat the crumbs from the 

children.’ ‘What a response!’ Jesus told her. ‘Because of this you may go on your way—

the demon has left your daughter.’ She went home and found the child resting on the bed, 

the demon gone.” Mark 7:25-30 FBV. 

Even though identified with “dogs,” the woman does not give up her request. And 

perhaps it was just to provoke these thoughts in the minds of his hearers that Jesus used 

such a term. Of the miracles that are specifically identified in the gospels, many involve 

foreigners, aliens, the societal outcasts. There’s a point here, surely. 

 For Jesus, there is no favoritism, partiality or discrimination—rather an 

endorsement of eternal principles of truth and right. Over and over again, Jesus’ actions 

are the inversion of the ways of this world.  

 

Comment 2 

“He (Jesus) is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the 

middle wall of partition between us,” so that we are no longer “strangers and foreigners, 

but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God.” He hath made the at-

one-ment, having reconciled us to God, so that, through him, man with man and man 

with God shall yet be brought into blissful unity. And not only man with man and man 

with God, but in the love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ shall all intelligent, morally 

accountable creatures find their rallying-point, their rest, and universal brotherhood of 

being, “that in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in one all 

things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him, in who 

we also have obtained an inheritance… How the devil’s falsehoods flee as we behold 

God revealed in Jesus Christ! How the estranged soul comes back to it native home, and 

becomes at one with God!”  G. E. Fifield, God is Love (Chicago, Theodore Reese, 1897), 

pp. 102-3.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

 There are diligent students of the word of prophecy in all parts of the world, who 

are obtaining light and still greater light from searching the Scriptures. This is true of all 

nations, of all tribes, and all peoples. These will come from the grossest error, and will 

take the place of those who have had opportunities and privileges and have not prized 

them. These have worked out their own salvation with fear and trembling lest they shall 

become deficient in doing the ways and will of God, while those who have had great 

light, have, through the perversity of their own natural hearts, turned away from Christ 

because displeased with His requirements. But God will not be left without witness… 
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