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6. Esther and Mordecai (3Q 2015—Missionaries) 

 

Biblical material: Esther 1–10, 1 Cor. 9:19–23, John 4:1–26, Acts 17:26, Matt. 22:21, 

Rom. 1:18–20. 
 

Quotes 

• Sometimes we know in this world, sometimes we know in the next world. Jewish 

saying on Purim 

• No matter how gloomy things seem, everything can turn around. Talking to God 

can turn things around. Rabbi Elchonon Tauber 

• People often avoid making decisions out of fear of making a mistake. Actually the 

failure to make decisions is one of life’s biggest mistakes. Rabbi Noah Weinberg 

• If you don’t know what you’re living for, you haven’t yet lived. Rabbi Noah 

Weinberg 

• There is a tide in the affairs of men, Which taken at the flood, leads on to fortune. 

Omitted, all the voyage of their life is bound in shallows and in miseries. On such 

a full sea are we now afloat. And we must take the current when it serves, or lose 

our ventures. William Shakespeare  

• For you will certainly carry out God’s purpose, however you act, but it makes a 

difference to you whether you serve like Judas or like John. C.S. Lewis 

 

Questions 

 What is the main message in the Book of Esther? That you can beat your 

enemies? That it’s good to get revenge? That you should take matters into your own 

hands if you are threatened? While we may sympathize with Esther and Mordecai, how 

much “evangelism” did they do? How does God look in this story? 

 

Bible summary 

 The whole story is found in Esther 1–10. This is the only information we have—

there are no non-Biblical accounts. In 1 Cor. 9:19–23 Paul explains how he uses his 

freedom in Christ to win anyone he can. John 4:1–26 gives the wonderful account of 

Jesus’ meeting with the Samaritan woman at the well. In Acts 17:26 it’s explained that 

God set the boundaries of the nations, while in Matt. 22:21 Jesus tells his hearers to 

return to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s. Paul tells the Romans, 

“God’s hostility is revealed from heaven against those who are godless and are not right, 

those who suppress the truth through the evil that they do. What can be known about God 

is obvious, because he has made it very clear to them. Ever since the creation of the 

world, the invisible aspects of God—his eternal power and divinity—are clearly visible 

in what he has made. Such people have no excuse…” Rom. 1:18–20 FBV. 

 

Comment  
 The Book of Esther has attracted much comment—not just because God isn’t 

mentioned, but also from the content: what is the moral of the story? As examples of 

missionaries, what do we learn from examining the lives of Esther and Mordecai? We 

have no record of Queen Esther sitting down with King Ahasuerus and giving him Bible 

studies! In fact the story tends to focus inwardly on Jewish self-preservation rather than 
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trying to speak for God to “the heathen.” In this sense this is a very different perspective 

to that found in the case of Daniel where there is a clear and effective witness to the king. 

 Yet that does not take away from the strength of character exhibited by Esther and 

Mordecai. The situation was hardly ideal—Esther is the consort of an absolute monarch 

who could have her killed for any reason. In fact when she goes to see the king uninvited 

she would have died if the king had not extended his scepter towards her. Esther’s 

bravery is great and she shows her true character and realizes she is in a position to do 

something “at such a time as this.” She is willing to risk everything for her people and 

shows great resilience in the face of tremendous odds. 

 At heart is God’s protection of his people. Haman can be seen as an enemy of 

God and his people as part of the great controversy. As such he plays the role of 

deceptively making the king issue a decree that he will use to destroy the Jews because of 

his intense hatred of Mordecai. In this we see the Devil’s animosity against “the woman 

and her seed” as described in Revelation, an attack on those who are charged with sharing 

God’s good news. While there are aspects of the story that may trouble us today, such as 

the solution being to encourage the Jews to attack their opponents, all this must be seen in 

the context of the time, particularly the autocratic rule and laws that cannot be changed.  

 While we do not have in this account much that relates to “missionary activity,” 

we can see God’s protection extending over his people despite the very difficult 

circumstances. Of course, it could have been possible for the families of Esther and 

Mordecai to have returned, since Cyrus had earlier given permission for the Jews to 

return to Judea. But like many others, they were still there in Babylon, still using their 

“heathen” names (Mordecai means follower of the god Marduk, while Esther was 

Hadassar (Hebrew for “myrtle”) but known by her Babylonian name (the goddess Ishtar). 

 What do we learn? That whatever the circumstances we can stand for the truth, 

and that God can put us in places “for such a time as this.” Let’s make the most of any 

opportunities God gives us to live for him and tell the truth about our loving Lord. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 In the providence of God, Esther, a Jewess who feared the Most High, had been 

made queen of the Medo-Persian kingdom. Mordecai was a near relative of hers. In their 

extremity, they decided to appeal to Xerxes in behalf of their people. Esther was to 

venture into his presence as an intercessor. “Who knoweth,” said Mordecai, “whether 

thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”  

The crisis that Esther faced demanded quick, earnest action; but both she and 

Mordecai realized that unless God should work mightily in their behalf, their own efforts 

would be unavailing. So Esther took time for communion with God, the source of her 

strength. “Go,” she directed Mordecai, “gather together all the Jews that are present in 

Shushan, and fast ye for me . . . : I also and my maidens will fast likewise; and so will I 

go in unto the king, which is not according to the law: and if I perish, I perish.”  

To every household and every school, to every parent, teacher, and child upon 

whom has shone the light of the gospel, comes at this crisis the question put to Esther the 

queen at that momentous crisis in Israel’s history. “Who knoweth whether thou art come 

to the kingdom for such a time as this?” {CC 244} 

 Today, as in the days of Esther and Mordecai, the Lord will vindicate His truth 

and His people. {PK 605} 
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