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5. Exiles as Missionaries (3Q 2015—Missionaries) 

 

Biblical material: Daniel 1–12; Isa. 39:5–7; Dan. 2:44; Matt. 24:14, 15; Genesis 41; 

Daniel 7:14. 
 

Quotes 

• If the prophecies concerning the increase of Christ’s kingdom be true, and if what 

has been advanced, concerning the commission given by him to his disciples 

being obligatory on us, be just, it must be inferred that all Christians ought 

heartily to concur with God in promoting his glorious designs, for he that is 

joined to the Lord is one spirit. William Carey 

• Resolution One: I will live for God. Resolution Two: If no one else does, I still 

will. Jonathan Edwards 

• Expect great things from God; attempt great things for God. William Carey 

• There is but one thing of real value—to cultivate truth and justice, and to live 

without anger in the midst of lying and unjust men. Marcus Aurelius 

• Dare to be a Daniel, Dare to stand alone! Dare to have a purpose firm! Dare to 

make it known. Philip P. Bliss 

 

Questions 
 How could you still witness for God after you had been captured by heathen 

people? Which stories from the book of Daniel most clearly reveal the nature of God? 

How do we see God operating in the “big picture” of the Great Controversy? What can 

we learn from the story of Daniel as to the way we should speak for God?  

 

Bible summary 

 Daniel 1–12 tells the story of these missionary exiles in context, and is worth 

reading through to see the progression of this mission. Though the Israelites saw the 

prophesied captivity (Isa. 39:5–7) as a disaster, God was able to use it for good through 

faithful followers such as Daniel and his friends. Daniel pointed to the time when God’s 

kingdom would finally be permanently established (Dan. 2:44; Daniel 7:14). Jesus too 

pointed to this final victory, and references Daniel (Matt. 24:14, 15). Joseph too was able 

to influence Pharaoh and teach him of the true God after interpreting his dreams for him 

(Genesis 41).  

 

Comment   
 How easy would it be to be a missionary for a God who, in the eyes of your captors, 

had allowed you to be conquered and led away into slavery? In those days, the measure of a 

god was his or her power, and ability to help you. Wouldn’t it have been hard for the 

Israelites to witness to a people who thought that they and their gods were supreme?  

 For Daniel and his friends, representatives of a captured people and faced daily with 

the arrogance of their masters and heathen gods, how could they maintain their faith in the 

true God and sound convincing in their witness? Yet despite the challenges they fought to be 

true to their beliefs—even standing up to the king who had absolute power over them. Their 

decision to refuse the king’s food could have immediately got them killed. Look at the 

threats made by the king over the worship of his image. That Daniel was able to survive and 
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also be an important advisor to Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar of Babylon, Darius the 

Mede, and Cyrus the Persian shows the extent of his God-given abilities. Normally advisors 

to a conquered king were executed—after all they hadn’t helped him win! But Daniel 

survived three take-overs and continued to be a witness for God as long as he lived. 

 In fact the attacks made against Daniel by his enemies targeted his religious beliefs, 

since that was the only apparent “weak point.” The decree to only worship the king for a 

month was a deliberate attempt to trap Daniel, who visibly prayed to God three times a day 

at his window. Despite the decree that would result in his death, Daniel continued to pray 

publicly—another faithful witness to all those in Babylon. It’s interesting that even the king 

who signed the decree came in the morning to see if “your God” had been able to protect 

you from the lions. The result is death to Daniel’s enemies, and a decree from Darius 

proclaiming Daniel’s God as “the living God.” 

 But perhaps the best example of these “missionary exiles” is in Daniel’s relationship 

with Nebuchadnezzar, the most powerful man on the planet at that time. Daniel’s 

interpretation of his dreams, and wise counsel, shows what can be accomplished even by a 

captive in a foreign land. By always pointing the king to the true God, by not taking credit 

for himself, Daniel is a most effective missionary, revealing to this supreme ruler the truth of 

God and showing Nebuchadnezzar that God cared for him and wanted him to be saved too.  

 

Ellen White Comments  

 God brought Daniel and his fellows into connection with the great men of 

Babylon, that these heathen men might become acquainted with the principles of true 

religion. In the midst of a nation of idolaters, Daniel was to represent the character of 

God. How did he become fitted for a position of so great trust and honor? It was his 

faithfulness in the little things that gave complexion to his whole life. He honored God in 

the smallest duties, and the Lord co-operated with him. To Daniel and his companions 

God gave “knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom; and Daniel had 

understanding in all visions and dreams.” Dan. 1:17.  

 As God called Daniel to witness for Him in Babylon, so He calls us to be His 

witnesses in the world today. In the smallest as well as the largest affairs of life He 

desires us to reveal to men the principles of His kingdom.  {COL 356-7} 

 But if you are steadfast to principle, you will find, as did Daniel, a present Helper 

and Deliverer in the God whom you serve. This is the time to cultivate integrity of 

character. To all who engage in missionary work I would say, Hide in Jesus. Let not self 

but Christ appear in all your labors. When the work goes hard, and you become 

discouraged, and are tempted to abandon it, bow upon your knees before God, and say, 

Here, Lord, is thy pledged word. Throw your weight upon his promises, and every one of 

them will be fulfilled.  {RH, May 30, 1912} 

 Daniel stood in a very responsible position in the kingdom of Babylon. There will 

always be those who will occupy positions of lesser responsibility; but whatever our 

work, our example may be such that it will lead others into right paths. We need to 

humble ourselves before God and pray to Him, and trust in Him. We do not pray half 

enough in our families and alone with God. There is a world to be saved, and every talent 

should be used in the service of God. You may not be able to go outside your family, but 

you can still do a work for God; and by your own course of action you can encourage 

those who have missionary work to perform.  {2SAT 315} 
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