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3. The Unlikely Missionary (3Q 2015—Missionaries) 

 

Biblical material: 2 Kings 5, Mark 1:40–45, 2 Kings 2:1–15, John 15:5, Rom. 6:4–11, 

Rom. 6:1; Luke 4:27. 

 

Quotes 

• You have one business on earth – to save souls. John Wesley 

• My ACTIONS should draw people to the God I serve, not my SALES PITCH. If 

people want what I have, they’ll ask me how to get it. If not, that’s their business. 

Stefne Miller 

• I strongly believe that missionaries make better products. They care more. For a 

missionary, it’s not just about the business. There has to be a business, and the 

business has to make sense, but that’s not why you do it. You do it because you 

have something meaningful that motivates you. Jeff Bezos 

• Haven’t two hundred years of failed missionary work overseas taught anybody 

anything? You can’t convert people to anything—whether religion, or something 

as inane as our flicks. Kevin Smith 

• For one, I think as a missionary you gotta be stubborn. And you gotta try to be 

persuasive. Jeff Flake 

 

Questions 

 What does the story of Naaman tell us about the way God works? How do we 

define success and failure in mission? How does the healing of Naaman relate to cross-

cultural evangelism today? What are the links we see here in coming to a better 

understanding of the true God? How can we be faithful to our convictions about God? 

 

Bible summary 

 The story of Naaman’s healing is recounted in 2 Kings 5.  In the lesson this is 

linked with the account of Jesus’ healing of a leper in Mark 1:40–45. 2 Kings 2:1–15 

provides the transition from Elijah to Elisha, and Elisha’s request for a double portion of 

Elijah’s spirit. Jesus tells his disciples, “I’m the vine, you’re the branches. Those who 

remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit—for apart from me you can’t do 

anything.” John 15:5 FBV. The totality of spiritual renewal is described in Romans 6.  

 

Comment  

 Who would have your vote for the most unlikely missionary ever? Any good 

candidates? Which of the characters in this story are the unlikely missionaries anyway? Is 

it the slave girl—and why would a heathen military commander listen to the advice of a 

slave girl? Is it Naaman, who is convinced because of his healing that this is the true 

God—yet is still superstitious enough to carry some “holy soil” back home? Is it Elisha 

who doesn’t seem to have “capitalized” on this opportunity to benefit himself or his 

nation? 

Jesus’ comment on the story of Naaman is so significant. Here it is, in context: 

“Jesus replied, ‘I’m sure you’ll repeat this proverb to me, “Physician, heal yourself!” and 

ask, “Why don’t you do here in your own hometown what we heard you did in 

Capernaum?” But I tell you the truth, no prophet is accepted in his hometown. I 
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guarantee that there were many widows in Israel during the time of Elijah when there was 

a drought for three and a half years, causing a great famine throughout the country. Yet 

Elijah wasn’t sent to any of them. He was sent to a widow in Zarephath in the region of 

Sidon! Even though there were many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha, the only one 

who was healed was Naaman the Syrian!’” Luke 4:23-29 FBV.  

What is Jesus’ point here? That it’s not by belonging to any group that conveys 

benefit from God, but by a personal relationship—that God cares for us and relates to us 

individually, and that salvation goes beyond any group of people. For Jesus, there is no 

favoritism, partiality or discrimination—rather an endorsement of eternal principles of 

truth and right. Over and over again, Jesus’ values are the inverse of those of this world.  

 In fact Jesus points to the good news going to those outside of Israel because of 

the better reception given. No wonder his hearers got so angry and wanted to throw him 

off a cliff! It almost seems deliberately provocative, and yet Jesus is trying to point out 

that being a descendant of Abraham is no guarantee, and that God is concerned for 

everyone, not just his “special people.” As we consider this very unlikely chain of events 

in the story of Naaman it helps us realize that God works in many different ways to get 

his message across, and works through all kinds of situations. The faith of a slave girl set 

all this in motion, but it would never have happened without Naaman’s positive response. 

His comment that his own country had better rivers than those in Israel gives us an 

insight into his doubts—yet his servants convince him to follow Elisha’s instructions to 

wash in the Jordan seven times. Despite the apparent lack of respect given by Elisha in 

not meeting Naaman in person, despite the apparent bizarre instructions, despite the 

message coming initially from a slave girl, Naaman follows through and he is healed! 

 This tells us something of how we are to use every opportunity to share God with 

others, and how even the most unlikely missionary can have a very positive impact! 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The widow of Sarepta and Naaman the Syrian had lived up to all the light they 

had; hence they were accounted more righteous than God’s chosen people who had 

backslidden from Him and had sacrificed principle to convenience and worldly honor.  

{AA 416} 

 A slave, far from her home, this little maid was nevertheless one of God’s 

witnesses, unconsciously fulfilling the purpose for which God had chosen Israel as His 

people. As she ministered in that heathen home, her sympathies were aroused in behalf of 

her master; and, remembering the wonderful miracles of healing wrought through Elisha, 

she said to her mistress, “Would God my lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria! 

for he would recover him of his leprosy.” She knew that the power of Heaven was with 

Elisha, and she believed that by this power Naaman could be healed. The conduct of the 

captive maid, the way that she bore herself in that heathen home, is a strong witness to 

the power of early home training. There is no higher trust than that committed to fathers 

and mothers in the care and training of their children. Parents have to do with the very 

foundations of habit and character. By their example and teaching, the future of their 

children is largely decided. He who sent . . . the little Israelitish maiden to the help of 

Naaman, the Syrian captain, sends men and women and youth today as His 

representatives to those in need of divine help and guidance.  {CC 227} 
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