
1 

 

2. Abraham: The First Missionary (3Q 2015—Missionaries) 

 

Biblical material: Gen. 12:1–3; 14:8–24; Heb. 11:8–19; Gal. 3:6; Gen. 12:6, 7; 18:18, 

19; Gal. 3:6-8. 
 

Quotes 
“Father Abraham, Whom have you in heaven? Any Episcopalians?” 

“No!” 

“Any Presbyterians?” 

“No!” 

“Any Independents or Seceders, New Sides or Old Sides, any Methodists?” 

“No! No! No!” 

“Whom have you there, then, Father Abraham?” 

“We don’t know those names here! All who have come are Christians—believers in 

Christ, men who have overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the word of his 

testimony…” 

“Then…God help us all, to forget having names and become Christians in deed and 

truth.” George Whitefield 

 

Questions 

 How can we be sure that God truly wishes to save rather than to destroy? What 

does the story of Abraham tell us in this regard? How successful was Abraham as a 

missionary? What can we learn from these experiences? How can we truly be god’s 

missionaries unless we are his friends first, like Abraham? 

 

Bible summary 

 God’s promised blessing of Abraham is given in Gen. 12:1–3, and his giving of 

tithe to Melchizedek is recorded in Gen. 14:8–24—an interesting story, for who is the 

missionary to who? Abraham is referenced in Heb. 11:8–19, both regarding the 

miraculous birth of Isaac and then his response to the call to sacrifice this son of promise. 

Our confidence in God is to be that of Abraham: “It’s just like Abraham who ‘trusted 

God, and was considered to be right.’” Gal. 3:6 FBV. For it was though him that all the 

nations of the world were to be blessed. God gave him the land and promised his 

descendants would become a great nation (Gen. 12:6, 7; 18:18, 19). 

 

Comment  
 Actually God was the first missionary, not Abraham: “Speaking to the serpent, 

God said: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring
 

and hers; he will crush
 
your head, and you will strike his heel.” Genesis 3:15 NIV. This 

shows how the conflict would eventually be won, and that there would be an end to sin. 

And in the mission of Jesus, the “lamb slain from the beginning of the world,” the Great 

Controversy was to be ended by God’s demonstration of his true character of love in 

opposition to the lies of the Devil. 

 Abraham leaves his home and does what God tells him, traveling to the Promised 

Land. Here he is meant to be God’s representative, and despite some mistakes, he is 
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God’s missionary to those he meets. He interacts with many different people, sharing 

with them his beliefs in the true God.  

 But perhaps the most interesting interaction is over a failed missionary endeavor. 

Abraham has had very little success in Sodom and Gomorrah. God begins the 

conversation:  

“There are terrible accusations against Sodom and Gomorrah, and their sin is very 

great. I must go down to find out whether or not the accusations which I have heard are 

true.” (Gen.18:20, 21 TEV). Did God need to do that? Didn’t he know what they were 

doing? So why explain to Abraham that he was “checking things out”? For Abraham’s 

benefit. So that this trusted friend of God would know that God was going about things in 

the right way. To let him know what was about to happen so he wouldn’t misunderstand 

God’s actions.  

That’s so easy to do. To look around and think to yourself—”I don’t know why 

God did that. If I were God I’d have done something different. Why did God do that?” 

Such questions may hurt our trust in God because we don’t understand his actions, since 

we don’t see his reasons, or his motives.  

So God prepares Abraham. This is not to be an action of divine whim, an arbitrary 

action of some heavenly dictator. God wants Abraham to see cause and effect, and that he 

acts in the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah in the way he always does—out of love. 

For God knows that Abraham has a missionary spirit, and doesn’t want anyone to be lost. 

But Abraham knows Sodom and Gomorrah. He knows what they’re doing. But he 

doesn’t (like some of us) take delight in the punishment of the wicked. He’s not rubbing 

his hands with glee and asking to be there to watch them “get what they deserve”. He 

doesn’t know if they’re all evil. Maybe some are still making up their minds. Maybe 

some still would repent. So he starts his bargaining with God—pleading not for an 

aversion of destruction for those who will not change, but an extension of mercy for those 

who might. He asks, very politely and tactfully, “Are you really going to destroy the 

innocent with the guilty?” (Gen. 18:23 TEV). Sad though he is for the loss of the guilty, 

Abraham is not pleading for their lives. He knows that each individual has free choice, 

and in the end is responsible for the results of their own choices. No. Abraham is 

concerned for those who may be innocent, and—not being able to judge the hearts 

(something we all need to remember)—does not know if this terrible destruction may 

destroy those who are not guilty. 

But behind the question is a far more significant idea. Can God (if he is as he 

says) destroy the innocent along with the wicked? What would such an action say about 

God’s nature? Can he afford to lose a few innocent children in order that the majority of 

evil children get their just deserts? Would God still be God?  

So Abraham sets out his hypothetical case. Lord, “if there are fifty innocent 

people in the city, will you destroy the whole city? Won’t you spare it in order to save the 

fifty?” (Gen 18:24 TEV). Fifty is (in Abraham’s eyes at least) a big enough figure—even 

if he maybe wondered that there were actually fifty innocent people in the town! What 

would happen to truth and right if God ordered the execution of fifty innocent people? 

What would happen even in our corrupt system of justice if a judge wrongly condemned 

fifty people to die?  

But Abraham reveals far more of his understanding of God in what he says next: 

“Surely you won’t kill the innocent with the guilty. That’s impossible! You can’t do 
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that.” (Gen. 18:25 TEV). Can you imagine talking to God in such a way: “God, you just 

can’t do that! It’s impossible.” Telling God what he can and cannot do—surely we can 

only do that if we really are good friends of God. We only take “advice” like that from 

friends, and even then it’s easy to get offended. 

Was God offended? Here’s some mere mortal challenging his divine decision. 

Did he thunder back: “How dare you question my decisions? Do you know who you’re 

talking to?” Like the Queen of Hearts in Alice in Wonderland did he shout in response: 

“Off with his head”? 

No, of course not. God is not like that. Abraham did know whom he was talking 

to. And he knew that God could never destroy the innocent, even if there was only a 

“few” of them. He knows that “The judge of all the earth has to act justly.” (Gen. 18:25 

TEV). So he makes the “few” even fewer, down to the final figure—ten. For Abraham 

can reckon his relatives in Sodom would amount to about that! And still the Lord accepts 

Abraham’s argument. “I will not destroy it if there are ten.” (v.32 TEV).  

So what does that say about God and Abraham, and their missionary perspective? 

1. God doesn’t mind being asked questions. In fact he was pleased that Abraham 

would talk over the matter with him—for it showed Abraham was thinking. And 

the way that Abraham asked demonstrated that these were no idle questions, 

because Abraham was worried about God and his reputation.  

2. God wanted to answer Abraham’s questions. In Abraham’s eyes the proposed 

plan of God was debatable because he was unaware of the facts. But God knew 

those facts, and shared them with Abraham. There were no innocent people left in 

those sin-filled cities. And before they were destroyed he wanted his friend to 

know that. 

3. God is proved for what he says he is. Abraham knew what God was like, and 

consequently was appalled at the planned destruction of the towns. But God 

demonstrated that he was truly a God of love, and would not allow any to be 

destroyed who had not turned away from him. In this we have a clear picture of 

the way God deals with the wicked—only when there is no alternative does God 

step in and end everything, and even then his justice is controlled by his mercy, 

for God “doesn’t want anyone to be lost, but everyone to come and repent.” 2 

Peter 3:9 FBV. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

With deep reverence and humility he urged his plea: ‘I have taken upon me to 

speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes.’ There was no self-confidence, no 

boasting of his own righteousness. He did not claim favor on the ground of his obedience, 

or of the sacrifices he had made in doing God’s will. Himself a sinner, he pleaded in the 

sinner’s behalf. Such a spirit all who approach God should possess. Yet Abraham 

manifested the confidence of a child pleading with a loved father. {PP139:4} 

  Love for perishing souls inspired Abraham’s prayer. While he loathed the sins of 

that corrupt city, he desired that the sinners might be saved. His deep interest for Sodom 

shows the anxiety we should feel for the impenitent. We should cherish hatred of sin, but 

pity and love for the sinner. {PP140} 
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