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12. Paul: Mission and Message (3Q 2015—Missionaries) 

 

Biblical material: 1 Cor. 1:22–24, 1 Tim. 6:12, 2 Tim. 4:7, 1 Cor. 15:12–22, Acts 

15:38–41; Phil. 3:13, 14. 

 

Quotes 

• He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose. 

Jim Elliot 

• Live as if Christ died yesterday, rose this morning and is coming back 

tomorrow. Martin Luther 

• The missionary heart: Care more than some think is wise. Risk more than some 

think is safe. Dream more than some think is practical. Expect more than some 

think is possible. I was called not to comfort or success but to obedience… There 

is no joy outside of knowing Jesus and serving him. Karen Watson 

• God sends no one away empty except those who are full of themselves. D. L. 

Moody 

• The medium is not the message—the message is the message. Penn Jillette 

• My life is my message. Mahatma Gandhi 

 

Questions 

 Why did Paul adapt his message to his hearers? When Paul spoke at the 

Areopagus, was he successful? What are the dangers of “contextualization”? How can we 

best speak for God? How did Paul describe his mission and message? What are the 

applications to our life experience in the context of the great controversy? 

 

Bible summary 

  Paul identified his mission and message in 1 Cor. 1:23, 24FBV: “our message is 

of Christ killed on a cross—offensive to the Jews, and foolishness to the foreigners. 

However for those who are called by God, both Jews and foreigners, Christ is the power 

of God and the wisdom of God.”  He tells Timothy to fight the good fight of faith and 

hold on to eternal life, 1 Tim. 6:12, while later Paul says he has fought the good fight, 

finished the race, and kept the faith (2 Tim. 4:7). He preaches the resurrection of the 

dead, transformed to live forever (1 Cor. 15:12–22). He has a “sharp disagreement” with 

Barnabas (Acts 15:38–41), showing that these apostles were very human, and admits he 

hasn’t got to where he wants to but that he continues on, pressing towards his goal (Phil. 

3:13, 14). 

 

Comment 

 Paul was truly transparent when he spoke about his own life-history. Despite the 

possibilities of misconception, Paul explains in detail his past life, and how God 

intervened to re-direct him in a completely opposite direction. He also used all kinds of 

ways to communicate the gospel. However he found that it was better to keep it simple 

rather than to use a great deal of “academic illustrations.” Not that this was wrong—but 

not as direct as he wishes. So after experimenting with a number of approaches, he settled 

on the most direct—time was short, and the message needed to be presented as efficiently 
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as possible. That’s not to say that there is only one way. Jesus’ methods show us that. But 

he too spoke clearly and simply to all, telling the truth in the best possible way.  

 John explains the message in his first letter: “This letter is about the Word of life 

which existed from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 

very own eyes and gazed upon, and which our hands have touched. This Life was 

revealed to us; we saw it and give evidence about it. We are telling you about the One 

who is Eternal Life, who was with the Father, and who was revealed to us. What we have 

seen and heard we are now explaining to you, so that you may also share in this 

friendship together with us—this friendship that is with the Father, and with his Son 

Jesus Christ.”1 John 1:1-3 FBV. 

We proclaim that “which we have heard, which we have seen with our very own 

eyes and gazed upon, and which our hands have touched,” says John. What is this 

message, this record of what we have discovered about God? “This is the message we 

received from him and that we declare to you: God is light, and there is absolutely no 

darkness in him at all.” 1 John 1:5 FBV.  

That is what the Bible is for—to reveal God to us in all the very human situations 

that have existed, to place his glorious plan of salvation in the context of its great need in 

a world of sin. Only by understanding this setting do the “bad bits” become clearer, as 

recognition dawns that instead of Plan A God is operating at the level of Plan Z, due to 

our sinful desires and choices. 

Through not denying or ignoring the problem situations, God demonstrates his 

absolute commitment to the truth, even though he may be terribly misunderstood at 

times. This commitment again shows the true character of God who is the trustworthy 

truth-teller, the one who lays out all the evidence just as it is.  

Yet it is the God of the Bible who wishes to be seen and understood. He is the one 

who calls us, “Come, let us reason together.” (Isaiah) God asks each of us: Let us 

examine the evidence together, recognize truth for what it is, see the right, understand 

what is happening in the bad bits, and accept my free and full salvation, your only hope 

in this sad and dying world.  

Jesus tells us, if you have seen me, you have seen the Father. All the 

misconceptions about God are swept away by the evidence of Jesus, who shows us who 

God truly is. No other salvation. “For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ 

made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of 

God in the face of Christ.” 2 Corinthians 4:6 NIV. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

A Christian reveals true humility by showing the gentleness of Christ, by being 

always ready to help others, by speaking kind words and performing unselfish acts, 

which elevate and ennoble the most sacred message that has come to our world.  {LS 86} 

 Paul speaks of the riches of the glory of the mystery that is to be made known to 

the Gentiles…With painstaking effort, we should work in the mines of truth, discovering 

the precious jewels that have been hidden. It is the laborer’s privilege to have a constant 

supply of fresh truth for the people… We must not for a moment think that there is no 

more light, no more truth to be given us… While we must hold fast to the truths which 

we have already received, we must not look with suspicion upon any new light that God 

may send.  {GW92 389-90} 
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