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11. Paul: Background and Call (3Q 2015—Missionaries) 

 

Biblical material: Acts 9:1, Phil. 3:6, 1 Cor. 15:10, Acts 9:1–22, 26:18, Gal. 2:1–17; 

Acts 9:15, 16. 

 

Quotes 

• If God calls you to be a missionary, don’t stoop to be a king. Jordan Groom 

• “Not called!” did you say? “Not heard the call,” I think you should say. 

Put your ear down to the Bible, and hear Him bid you go and pull sinners out of 

the fire of sin. Put your ear down to the burdened, agonized heart of humanity, 

and listen to its pitiful wail for help. Go stand by the gates of hell, and hear the 

damned entreat you to go to their father’s house and bid their brothers and sisters 

and servants and masters not to come there. Then look Christ in the face — whose 

mercy you have professed to obey — and tell Him whether you will join heart and 

soul and body and circumstances in the march to publish His mercy to the world. 

William Booth 

• I believe that in each generation God has called enough men and women to 

evangelize all the yet unreached tribes of the earth. It is not God who does not 

call. It is man who will not respond! Isobel Kuhn 

• Somewhere along the way we have subtly and tragically taken the costly 

command of Christ to go, baptize, and teach all nations and mutated it into a 

comfortable call for Christians to come, be baptized, and listen in one location.’ –

David Platt 

 

Questions 

 What was significant about Paul, his calling, and experience? How was he an 

agent of change in the religious world of his time? What issues did he deal with very 

specifically? How does an understanding of Paul help us understand the issues in the 

great controversy? How is God working these issues through to their conclusion? 

 

Bible summary 

We begin with Saul who became Paul “was making violent threats against the 

disciples of the Lord, wanting to kill them” Acts 9:1 FBV. He later said about himself, 

“as for religious dedication I was a persecutor of the church; while in regard to doing 

right according to the law I was blameless!” Phil. 3:6 FBV. He was transformed by God’s 

grace (1 Cor. 15:10) on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:1–22). Paul gives a personal 

account of his conversion to King Agrippa in Acts 26, concluding with God’s command 

to him “I will save you from your own people and from the foreigners. I am sending you 

to them  to open their eyes so they can turn from darkness to light, from the power of 

Satan to God, and so that they can receive forgiveness for their sins and a place with 

those who are set right as they trust in me.” Acts 26:17, 18 FBV. Paul gives more of his 

history and experience with the other apostles in Gal. 2:1–17. 

. 

Comment  

Paul’s background is set in a strong affirmation of religious belief. He himself 

admits he was a ‘Pharisee of the Pharisees,’ with all that this implies. So it must have 
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been very difficult for him to accept the message of Jesus that went against his strict 

legalistic observance. He would have been aware of Jesus’ condemnation of the scribes 

and teachers of the law for their insistence on outward rituals and strict regulations. More 

than this, as a very rigorous law-keeping Jew, it would have been inconceivable that the 

message of the gospel was to go to the Gentiles as well… 

When Saul-who-became-Paul met Jesus on the Damascus road, he had many 

decisions to make, many ideas to change, and much to learn. (That’s why he spent time in 

Arabia, far away from Jerusalem). He needed to work through the implications of this 

‘paradigm shift.’ Most of all, this was a radical change in his picture of God. Instead of 

seeing a God who would delight in his persecution of Christians, he came to know the 

true God as revealed by Jesus. But as for so many of us, he had to spend a long time 

thinking this through—and unlearning many ideas about God that he had been taught. 

Only then could he be a true ‘ambassador for Christ.’ For while he was previously very 

‘zealous for God’ (Acts 22:3), he was zealous for the ‘god’ as portrayed by the adversary. 

This is a cautionary note for all of us—we may be very missionary minded, as was Saul 

before his conversion, but zeal and enthusiasm does not always correlate with truth! 

After all the experience of hostility from his fellow-Jews, it’s perhaps not 

surprising that it should become the clearer to Paul that the gospel was to go to the 

Gentiles as well. This really was a seismic shift in perspective—the more so for a 

‘Pharisee of the Pharisees’! But in the end he concludes “Therefore I want you to know 

that God’s salvation has been sent to the Gentiles, and they will listen!” Acts 28:28 NIV. 

In the next study we’ll look at how he tried to do that—to present God in the best way to 

everyone he met. But for the moment we need to concentrate on how and why Saul 

changed into Paul, and how his understanding of God was central to this whole process. 

In explaining God to those around him, Paul gives us great examples. But it is his vision 

that is of central importance: the risen Christ who met him on the road to Damascus and 

who called this enemy to become his faithful friend. As a consequence Paul writes, “May 

the God of hope fill you...so that you may overflow with hope.” Romans 15:13 NIV FIX.  

So completely changed, Paul’s vision is based on this fundamental hope (see 1 

Thessalonians 4).  This has the ring of absolute conviction, the motivating driving force 

that propelled Paul all round the then-known world.   

 

Ellen White Comments 

The life of Christ is a perfect revelation of the character of God. What then is our 

duty? Paul tells us. Christ revealed Himself to Paul as he was persecuting the saints, and 

the apostle declares. “I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision.” Henceforth his one 

desire was to preach Christ and Him crucified. {Central Advance, April 8, 1903}               

 Paul had prided himself upon his Pharisaical strictness; but after the revelation of 

Christ to him on the road to Damascus, the mission of the Saviour, and his own work in 

the conversion of the Gentiles, were plain to his mind; and he fully comprehended the 

difference between a living faith and a dead formalism. Paul still claimed to be one of the 

children of Abraham, and kept the ten commandments in letter and in spirit as faithfully 

as he had ever done before his conversion to Christianity. But he knew that the typical 

ceremonies must soon altogether cease, since that which they had shadowed forth had 

come to pass, and the light of the gospel was shedding its glory upon the Jewish religion, 

giving a new significance to its ancient rites.  {LP 65} 
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