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10. Philip as Missionary (3Q 2015—Missionaries) 

 

Biblical material: 2 Cor. 4:18, Acts 2:44–47, 4:34–37, 6:1–7, Acts 8, 21:7–10; Acts 1:8. 
 

Quotes 

• To one who has faith, no explanation is necessary. To one without faith, no 

explanation is possible. Thomas Aquinas 

• Facts which at first seem improbable will, even on scant explanation, drop the 

cloak which has hidden them and stand forth in naked and simple beauty. Galileo 

Galilei 

• All truths are easy to understand once they are discovered; the point is to discover 

them. Galileo Galilei 

• There has to be new words to explain new worlds. Toba Beta 

• People don’t think out of the box. They think in other boxes. Andrew Hargadon 

• The effect of a concept-driven revolution is to explain old things in new ways. 

Frank Watson Dyson 

• I believe that it is better to tell the truth than a lie. I believe it is better to be free 

than to be a slave. And I believe it is better to know than to be ignorant. H. L. 

Mencken 

 

Questions 

 What was significant about Philip and his missionary methods? Why did he spend 

time with the Samaritans? What would the others think about this? What different 

approaches would he have needed to use in his presentations to those not of the Jewish 

faith? What of his approach to the Ethiopian eunuch—what lessons are there for us?  

 

Bible summary 

 This study begins with the words from 2 Cor. 4:18 FBV: “We don’t concern 

ourselves with what can be seen, for we look forward to what can’t be seen. What we see is 

temporary, but what we can’t see is eternal.”  The idyllic scene of the early church (Acts 

2:44–47; 4:34–37) is broken by disputes over who (the Greek or the Hebrew-speaking 

group) is getting the better treatment which leads to the appointment of Philip among the 

deacons (Acts 6:1–7). Acts 8 shows that Philip is far more than a server of tables, but a 

true evangelist, working in Samaria and speaking to the Ethiopian. He last appears in 

Acts 21:7–10. All this fulfills Acts 1:8 FBV: “You will be given power when the Holy 

Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and 

Samaria, and to the furthest places on earth.” 

 

Comment  
 The key line in the story of Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch is “Do you 

understand what you are reading?” Note that Philip doesn’t rush up and say, “I can 

explain it all!” Instead he asks a question, inviting a response. 

 Here is a great example of how we are to open conversation—not with some 

comment that “we have the truth,” but being willing to help and listen, to advise and 

explain. All too often we have a “program” and want to share some “package” with our 

“evangelistic contacts.” But the natural way is to be open and honest, and to deal with 
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each situation as it happens, being always ready to take the opportunities that are 

provided. Our focus must always be on the other rather than ourselves. We should be 

thinking how we can be the best help, and leave the persuasion to the Holy Spirit. We 

never see a “formal program” at work in the New Testament; rather it is the natural 

outworking of our experience with God. 

The account of Philip’s work in Samaria (Acts 8) is significant. The reason he’s 

there is because of persecution in Jerusalem—showing that good things can come out of 

apparently bad events. Clearly Philip is ready to share the good news of God wherever he 

goes, and the fact that these people are “foreigners” doesn’t matter—they need to hear the 

good news too! There is a fresh enthusiasm, both on the part of Philip and his hearers—

an excitement at the truth and its demonstration. How exciting it is to be able to tell 

people that God is not as they have previously imagined him, that the lies of the Devil are 

all wrong, and that God wants to save and heal all who trust in him. This, like Philip, is 

our privilege! 

 The reaction of the people reflects an openness to the truth, and much delight in 

realizing what this means. In so many ways these people who are despised by the Jewish 

leadership are more teachable than Jesus’ own—who received him not. They have the 

same kind of reaction as those in the Samaritan village who responded so enthusiastically 

to the message from the woman at the well. In fact the reason they responded as they did 

reflects their previous experience—they were prepared for Philip’s preaching by the work 

of the woman at the well, and the teaching Jesus had given them during the time he 

stayed with them.  

 And then there’s Simon the sorcerer who tries to buy the Holy Spirit so he can 

continue to have prominence as a quasi-religious leader in the place. The clear rejection 

of such a perverse and foolish request also shows that the disciples had now a much 

clearer understanding of God, and of his methods. They were on a mission, and they were 

not to be dissuaded by money, politics, or favouritism etc.  

 For us this story illustrates the transfer of the message into another culture and 

belief system. How helpful it would be to have Philip’s presentations and compare them 

to what was presented in the Jewish context! Certainly there was an adapting to local 

circumstance and practice, a widening of perspective, and an understanding that God’s 

message needed to go beyond the original setting. We face similar challenges as we seek 

to make God’s good news relevant to different cultures and belief systems—including the 

changing ideas within our own culture and its different generations. We look for better 

language, better images, better methods, while the good news of God’s character and 

saving principles remains the same. 

 So, for example, how do we share our message beyond the borders of our own 

faith community? What lessons can we learn here? To what degree is an insistence on 

creeds and formulas important?  

 We have a challenge to re-formulate the glorious good news about God in terms 

that will be understood by our contemporaries. That is why we are all called to be 

witnesses to angels and human beings, of what we know about God and his healing, 

transforming love. The creativity God has given to each of us means that we all can do 

this in our own unique way, and so be God’s witnesses as he calls his defence since he is 

placed on trial. Each of us has this incredible opportunity to say in our own way what we 

understand about the grace of God in the universe-wide conflict that rages around us. Just 
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like Philip confronted with a whole new situation, we should not see the secular spirit of 

our times in defeatist terms, but rather as an opportunity. What a privilege to talk about 

God, to tell others what we have discovered for ourselves, and to convincingly speak of 

the God who is answering the charges in the great controversy through us!  

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Philip was directed to go to the Ethiopian and explain to him the prophecy that he 

was reading. “Go near,” the Spirit said, “and join thyself to this chariot.” As Philip drew 

near, he asked the eunuch, “Understandest thou what thou readest? And he said, How can 

I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and 

sit with him.”… 

The man’s heart thrilled with interest as the Scriptures were explained to him; and 

when the disciple had finished, he was ready to accept the light given. He did not make 

his high worldly position an excuse for refusing the gospel. “As they went on their way, 

they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder 

me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. 

And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he 

commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip 

and the eunuch; and he baptized him.   

“And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught 

away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. But 

Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came 

to Caesarea.”   

This Ethiopian represented a large class who need to be taught by such 

missionaries as Philip--men who will hear the voice of God and go where He sends them. 

There are many who are reading the Scriptures who cannot understand their true import. 

All over the world men and women are looking wistfully to heaven. Prayers and tears and 

inquiries go up from souls longing for light, for grace, for the Holy Spirit. Many are on 

the verge of the kingdom, waiting only to be gathered in.   

 An angel guided Philip to the one who was seeking for light and who was ready to 

receive the gospel, and today angels will guide the footsteps of those workers who will 

allow the Holy Spirit to sanctify their tongues and refine and ennoble their hearts. The 

angel sent to Philip could himself have done the work for the Ethiopian, but this is not 

God’s way of working. It is His plan that men are to work for their fellow men.   

In the trust given to the first disciples, believers in every age have shared. 

Everyone who has received the gospel has been given sacred truth to impart to the world. 

God’s faithful people have always been aggressive missionaries, consecrating their 

resources to the honor of His name and wisely using their talents in His service. {AA 

108-9} 

 In the experience of Philip and the Ethiopian is presented the work to which the 

Lord calls His people. The Ethiopian represents a large class who need missionaries like 

Philip, missionaries who will hear the voice of God and go where He sends them. There 

are those in the world who are reading the Scriptures, but who cannot understand their 

import. The men and women who have a knowledge of God are needed to explain the 

word to these souls. {8T 58} 
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