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1. The Missionary Nature of God (3Q 2015—Missionaries) 

 

Biblical material: Gen. 1:26–28; 2:15–17; 1 John 2:16; John 3:14, 15; 2 Cor. 5:21; Matt. 

5:13, 14; Isaiah 55:4. 

 

Quotes 

• Since God is a missionary God, God’s people are a missionary people. Eddy Ho  

• God is a God of missions. He wills missions. He commands missions. He 

demands missions. He made missions possible through His Son. He made 

missions actual in sending the Holy Spirit. George W. Peters 

• If God’s love is for anybody anywhere, it’s for everybody everywhere. Edward 

Lawlor 

• World mission was on God’s mind from the beginning. Dave Davidson 

• Lost people matter to God, and so they must matter to us. Keith Wright 

• We must be global Christians with a global vision because our God is a global 

God. John Stott 

 

Questions 
How important is our concept of God to our view of mission? What happens if we 

have a flawed picture of God? What does God’s missionary nature say about the kind of 

Being he is? What implications does this understanding have on how we live and what 

we do? How do these ideas fit into our usual methods of evangelism? 

 

Bible summary 

 Gen. 1:26-28 tells us we are made in the image of God. As such he cares for these 

beings and wants to restore us and our relationship to him, while Gen. 2:15–17 gives the 

setting for the Fall: not an arbitrary test but a way of providing freedom of choice to all 

involved. Our sins and lusts are of this fallen world, not of our Father (1 John 2:16). Jesus 

explains to Nicodemus: “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so the Son of 

man must be lifted up, that everyone who trusts in him will have eternal life.” John 3:14, 

15 FBV. This is because “God made Jesus, who never personally sinned, experience the 

consequences of sin so that we could have a character that is right as God is right.” 2 Cor. 

5:21 FBV. As we share this message of God the Missionary we show ourselves to be the 

salt of the earth and the light of the world (Matt. 5:13, 14). The invitation is to come to 

know the true God who loves and cares (Is. 55). 

 

Comment   
 The Missionary Nature of God. A good place to start in any discussion on mission 

and missionaries! We always need to reference our thoughts back to God and our 

concepts about him. Otherwise we can easily be false representatives of a mistaken or 

perverted view of God and his methods. (Reference for example Saul before he became 

Paul—committed to destroying people and their beliefs because of his own 

preconceptions of God and what God would want). Conversions at the point of a sword 

or under threat of torture are hardly the way we would ever envision spreading the 

message of Jesus, but how often has this happened in the long history of Christianity and 

its representatives?  
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 While we may cringe at such poor representations of God and his message of 

loving salvation, isn’t it still quite common to misuse church power and believe we are 

acting for God? Jesus’ comment to his disciples was that “You know that foreign rulers 

lord it over their subjects, and powerful leaders oppress them. It shall not be like that for 

you.” Matt. 20:25, 26 FBV. Yet all too often church authorities ignore these words of 

Jesus and act like tyrants, abusing the power they have assumed among God’s people. 

 No. Jesus’ command was to make disciples of all nations and baptize them in the 

name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:20). The idea of “name” in Scripture is 

associated with character—so we are to make disciples following the character of God! 

How could we ever be true missionaries for Jesus if we deny his very nature and 

methods? God shows us his unconditional love for all his created beings—how can we 

act otherwise? It was and is God’s desire to bring back those who rebel against him, who 

are “enemies and strangers” who need to be won back to love and trust. This is where we 

too should begin: our missionary basis is not compulsion, or duty, or requirement—it is 

love for those who are lost, following the principles of a God who is love incarnate—

literally! If we begin at any other place our missionary endeavors will be flawed and 

twisted, and out of harmony with God’s will and character.  

 In his poem “The Hound of Heaven” Francis Thompson describes the relentless 

pursuit of this God who does not want to give up on us: 

I fled Him, down the nights and down the days;/ I fled Him, down the arches of 

the years;/ I fled Him, down the labyrinthine ways/ Of my own mind; and in the midst of 

tears/ I hid from Him, and under running laughter… Still with unhurrying chase,/ And 

unperturbed pace,/ Deliberate speed, majestic instancy,/ Came on the following Feet,/ 

And a Voice above their beat—/ ‘Naught shelters thee, who wilt not shelter Me.’ 

 

Ellen White Comments  

 This world has been visited by the Majesty of heaven, the Son of God… Christ 

came to this world as the expression of the very heart and mind and nature and character 

of God. He was the brightness of the Father’s glory, the express image of His person. But 

He laid aside His royal robe and kingly crown, and stepped down from His high 

command to take the place of a servant. He was rich, but for our sake, that we might have 

eternal riches, He became poor. He made the world, but so completely did He empty 

Himself that during His ministry He declared, “Foxes have holes, and the birds of the air 

have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay His head.”  {MM 19} 

 Through the cross we learn that our heavenly Father loves us with an infinite and 

everlasting love, and draws us to Him with more than a mother’s yearning sympathy for a 

wayward child…  It is our privilege also to glory in the cross of Calvary, our privilege to 

give ourselves wholly to Him who gave Himself for us. Then with the light of love that 

shines from His face on ours, we shall go forth to reflect it to those in darkness (RH April 

29, 1902).  {5BC 1133} 

 The Godhead was stirred with pity for the race, and the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit gave Themselves to the working out of the plan of redemption. {CH 222} 

 God is love. He has shown that love in the gift of Christ… He gave all heaven, 

from which we may draw strength and efficiency, that we be not repulsed or overcome by 

our great adversary. {COL 316} 
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