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8. Peter and the Rock (2Q 2016—Matthew) 

 

Biblical material: Gal. 4:4, Heb. 7:26, Matt. 16:13–20, Eph. 2:20, Matt. 16:21–27, 17:1–

9. 

 

Quote 

• Jesus of Nazareth always comes asking disciples to follow him--not merely 

“accept him,” not merely “believe in him,” not merely “worship him,” but to 

follow him: one either follows Christ, or one does not. There is no 

compartmentalization of the faith, no realm, no sphere, no business, no politic in 

which the lordship of Christ will be excluded. We either make him Lord of all 

lords, or we deny him as Lord of any. Lee Camp 

 

Questions 

 What is significant in Peter’s answer to Jesus’ question? Why did rebuke so 

closely follow commendation? What would be the qualities for being the foundation of 

the church? In what ways is Jesus “our Rock”? How does this chapter reveal the Great 

Controversy in action? 

 

Bible summary 

 Matthew 16 begins with the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to Jesus to ask for a 

sign. This would seem to be rather superfluous, since Jesus has just miraculously fed 

5,000 and 4,000 plus people! Jesus concludes “Evil people who don’t trust in God are the 

ones who look for a miraculous sign.” Matt. 16:4 FBV. Jesus then warns his disciples 

about the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees (which the disciples totally 

misunderstand, thinking he’s complaining they didn’t bring bread!). Jesus asks them who 

they think he is, and Peter affirms he is the Messiah (“Christ” in Greek). Almost 

immediately after commending Peter, Jesus has to rebuke Peter for saying Jesus’ coming 

suffering should not be so. He tells his disciples, “If you want to be a follower of mine, 

you must deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow me.” Matt. 16:24 FBV. Gal. 4:4 

notes the prophesied coming of Jesus, who is our heavenly high priest (Heb. 7:26). Jesus 

Christ is the true cornerstone of the community of believers (Eph. 2:20).  

 

Comment 

 Jesus’ decision to feed the 4,000 crowd was not motivated by the desire to 

perform miracles, but simply to feed the hungry, concerned they would collapse on the 

way home. Once more the true character of God is revealed—not wanting to awe or 

amaze, simply to help the helpless. But those who are watching miss the point. 

Immediately after the feeding of the 4,000, the Pharisees come and ask for a sign! No 

wonder Jesus responds as he does, since the desire for the miraculous says much about 

such religious leaders. He also warns his disciples, who also miss the point entirely. Jesus 

then reminds them about the leftovers from the two miraculous meals—a telling point, 

revealing that even the remains would be enough for many meals! How quick we are to 

forget what God does… 

Jesus asks his disciples the essential question—who do people think he is? He 

follows that general question up with one that is far more personal—who do you think I 
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am? Ever since his birth people have been arguing about Jesus… Why is there so much 

argument? Couldn’t Jesus have made it clearer? And if so, how? 

The real question is how you make up your mind. Is it because the concept is 

appealing? Is it because that’s what you’ve been taught? Is it because of feelings? How 

do you decide your own answer to the question, “who was Jesus?” 

 Jesus invited answers to the question himself. The responses ranged from John the 

Baptist resurrected to Elijah, Jeremiah or one of the prophets. But Peter’s response is the 

one that comes from revelation coupled with demonstration—Peter has seen, and he is 

convinced. The belief is based on evidence, and this is just as true today. 

 Peter expressed his trusting faith in Jesus as the Son of God. Although far from 

understanding the God as revealed in Jesus, the disciples were ready to accept Jesus as 

God himself. Immediately after this fact is established, this question answered, Jesus then 

shows the kind of person God really is: “From that time on Jesus began to explain to his 

disciples that he would have to go Jerusalem, and that he would suffer terribly at the 

hands of the elders, chief priests, and religious teachers; and that he would be killed, but 

he would rise again on the third day.” Matt. 16:21 FBV. 

 A whole process of “re-education” is necessary as to God’s true nature: coming as 

the suffering servant of all humanity. But Peter didn’t want to believe it! This was not his 

idea of the future of his Lord. He rebuked Jesus. To which Jesus replied, “Get away from 

me, Satan! You are a trap to trip me up, because you’re thinking in a human way, and not 

as God thinks!” (Matt. 16:23 FBV). Peter spoke for the Devil. The Devil’s temptation 

was to suggest that Jesus acted out of character, and to try to make sure that God’s true 

nature was not demonstrated to the world. But it was for that very reason that Jesus came! 

 As for the rock on which Christ building the church being Peter: rejecting this 

interpretation does not need arguments over Greek words but simply goes back to 

Scripture where God is always the rock, not human beings. Even Peter himself says this 

regarding Christ (Acts 4:8-12; 1 Peter 2:4-8).  

 The important lesson from today is that Jesus is truly the son of the living God, as 

peter affirmed, and that we can totally trust in him as the one who shows us what God is 

truly like: totally loving, uniquely gracious, and completely trustworthy. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 After Peter’s confession, Jesus charged the disciples to tell no man that He was 

the Christ. This charge was given because of the determined opposition of the scribes and 

Pharisees. More than this, the people, and even the disciples, had so false a conception of 

the Messiah that a public announcement of Him would give them no true idea of His 

character or His work. But day by day He was revealing Himself to them as the Saviour, 

and thus He desired to give them a true conception of Him as the Messiah. The disciples 

still expected Christ to reign as a temporal prince. Although He had so long concealed 

His design, they believed that He would not always remain in poverty and obscurity; the 

time was near when He would establish His kingdom. That the hatred of the priests and 

rabbis would never be overcome, that Christ would be rejected by His own nation, 

condemned as a deceiver, and crucified as a malefactor,--such a thought the disciples had 

never entertained. But the hour of the power of darkness was drawing on, and Jesus must 

open to His disciples the conflict before them. He was sad as He anticipated the trial. 
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