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5. The Seen and the Unseen War (2Q 2016—Matthew) 

Biblical material: Matt. 11:11, 12; Rev. 5:5; Matt. 12:25–29; Isa. 27:1; Matt. 11:1–12; 

Heb. 2:14, Matt. 10. 

 

Quotes 

• God did not create evil. Just as darkness is the absence of light, evil is the absence 

of God. Albert Einstein 

• Life—the way it really is—is a battle not between bad and good but between bad 

and worse. Joseph Brodsky 

• Those who forget good and evil and seek only to know the facts are more likely to 

achieve good than those who view the world through the distorting medium of 

their own desires. Bertrand Russell 

• Men never do evil so completely and cheerfully as when they do it from religious 

conviction. Blaise Pascal 

• There is only one good, knowledge, and one evil, ignorance. Socrates 

• For good and evil, man is a free creative spirit. This produces the very queer 

world we live in, a world in continuous creation and therefore continuous change 

and insecurity. Joyce Cary 

 

Questions 
 What are the issues at the heart of the war? Why is this over-arching theme of the 

great controversy so important? Is this just another way of talking about the battle 

between good and evil? How does this concept matter to us individually? How do you 

settle issues of trust and the use of power?  

 

Bible summary 

 In Matthew 10 Jesus calls the twelve disciples together and sends them out to 

announce the arrival of God’s kingdom. This is followed in Matthew 12 by Jesus’ tour of 

the towns and villages. His lack of reception in Korazin and Bethsaida leads to his 

unfavorable comparison of them with Sodom and Gomorrah! He answers John the 

Baptist’s messengers with an appeal to examine the evidence of his ministry. In Matthew 

12:24-45 Jesus answers the charges that he is in league with the Devil, as well as 

responding to those who asked for a miraculous sign. Here we see the Great Controversy 

really playing out! Note this in particular: “From the time of John the Baptist up till now 

the kingdom of heaven continues to be under attack and violent people are trying to seize 

it by force.” Matt. 11:12 FBV. Jesus’ eventual triumph is recorded in Rev. 5:5, along with 

the poetic imagery of the conflict in Isa. 27:1. “Because the children share flesh and 

blood in common, he shared in this in the same way so that through death he could 

destroy the one that had the power of death—the devil.” Heb. 2:14 FBV. 

 

Comment   
  The war that began in heaven (Rev. 12:7) continues here on earth, and seen or 

unseen, the controversy over who is telling the truth is revealed especially in Jesus’ ministry. 

The essence of the Great Controversy is over the character of God—his use of power, 

how he treats those who disagree, what difference does truth and right really make.  
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 Adventist author Herb Douglass identified the great controversy as Adventism’s 

unique contribution to theology. Ellen White called it the “grand central theme” of the 

Bible. While many agree with the idea that there is a conflict in our world between good 

and evil there are many different suggestions as to how this came about and what the 

issues really are. 

 The problem is that if we don’t know what went wrong in the first place, and how 

these issues are being resolved, then we will not understand the solutions! That’s why 

I’m delighted we are beginning with this vital theme, a “meta-narrative” as it is called, 

that underlies the whole of our theology, and gives us a unique perspective on this world, 

salvation, and the future.  

 Some, even within the church, have called the great controversy “Adventist 

mythology.” They say that this is just a story that has been made up. Even Luther said 

that early Christian writers “fancied” that there was a war in heaven. Certainly we must 

be true to Scripture and not rely on extra-Biblical sources for our fundamental beliefs, 

especially in such an important area such as the great controversy. Sometimes we have 

not done a very good job explaining the great controversy from the Bible. Yet that is what 

we must do as we dialogue with other Christians, and non-believers.  

 So where do we begin? With the war in heaven and Genesis 3:15, as well as 

Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28. Nor should we forget Col. 1:16-20 and  Eph. 4:10. Yet arguably 

the clearest demonstration of the war is the ongoing assault on Jesus throughout his life, 

culminating in his unjust trial and execution. The conflict in the great controversy is over 

ideas and thoughts and attitudes which are then translated into actions. God responds to 

the accusations with demonstration, of which we are a part. The Devil attacked Jesus with 

temptations in the wilderness, and all were part of an attempt to get Jesus to misuse his 

power for his own benefit. In this the Devil tempted Jesus to betray himself and his 

mission which was to rightly represent God and to win us back to love and trust.  

As part of the answer in the great controversy it’s important that we understand 

and agree with God as to what exactly is true. Then and only then can we “grow in the 

grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 3:18 NLT). God is 

not looking for obedient, unquestioning servants but understanding friends: trustworthy 

children who agree with their loving Father over what is true and right. They walk in the 

light, following God’s commands—not because they are compelled to do so, but because 

they would never wish to do otherwise. (In studying this week don’t miss Matt. 10 which 

was not covered in the lesson quarterly). 

 

Ellen White Comments  

 For what was the great controversy permitted to continue throughout the ages? 

Why was it that Satan’s existence was not cut short at the outset of his rebellion? It was 

that the universe might be convinced of God’s justice in His dealing with evil; that sin 

might receive eternal condemnation. In the plan of redemption there are heights and 

depths that eternity itself can never exhaust, marvels into which the angels desire to look. 

{Ed 308} 

 From the opening of the great controversy in heaven, Satan has maintained his 

cause through deception; and Christ has been working to unveil his schemes...{DA 210} 
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