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13. Crucified and Risen (2Q 2016—Matthew) 

 

Biblical material: Matt. 27:11–26; John 3:19; Isa. 59:2; Matt. 27:45, 46,49–54;Heb. 8:1–

6;Matt. 28:1–20. 

 

Quotes 

• You can put truth in a grave, but it won’t stay there. You can nail it to a cross, 

wrap it in winding sheets and shut it up in a tomb, but it will rise! C. W. Hall 

• Whoever heard of a suffering God? The idea is plain daft. God is up in heaven, 

and there he will stay. But wouldn’t it be wonderful if it were true? If God came 

to visit us, like a great king visiting his subjects? Or, even better, if he came 

among us as one of us, sharing our way of life, with all its tragedy, sorrows and 

grief? Alister E. McGrath 

• If Jesus Christ was who He claimed to be, and He did die on a cross at a point of 

time in history, then, for all history past and all history future it is relevant 

because that is the very focal point for forgiveness and redemption.Josh 

McDowell 

• The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is the crowning proof of 

Christianity. If the resurrection did not take place, then Christianity is a false 

religion. If it did take place, then Christ is God and the Christian faith is absolute 

truth. Henry Morris 

• Without the resurrection, the cross is just another piece of bad news. C. Scriven 
 

Questions 

 Why is it so important to make sure we always speak of the resurrection as well as 

the cross? How does the cross and resurrection show God’s true nature? What about 

issues of payment and justice—how do they fit in? What answers do the cross and 

resurrection provide? How do we now understand God and his actions? 

 

Bible summary 

  Matthew 27 provides details of the interrogation of Jesus by Pilate, the end of 

Judas, and the crucifixion of Jesus. We also read of the burial of Jesus by Joseph of 

Arimathea, and the precautions taken to prevent the theft of Jesus’ body to forestall any 

false announcement of his resurrection. Matthew 28 records the resurrection, proved to be 

very real! Mary Magdalene and “the other Mary” are told by an angel to announce Jesus’ 

resurrection to his disciples. Jesus himself then meets with his disciples, and again in 

Galilee, while the chief priests concoct the story of the theft of Jesus’ body by the 

disciples. John 3:19 tells us of Jesus as the light who came into the world, but that people 

preferred the darkness, separated from God by their sins (Isa. 59:2). Heb. 8:1–6 tells us of 

Jesus’ high priestly ministry in heaven. 

 

Comment 

Over the millennia since Jesus’ death and resurrection, the meaning of these 

events have been much discussed. Many ideas have been developed to try and explain 

how all this saves us, with various “atonement theories” being promoted. However in 

trying to focus on sin transactions and blood payment etc. we can miss the vital aspect of 
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all of this: Jesus is showing who he, God, is really like. For if we misunderstand the 

nature of the problem, we will certainly misunderstand how God deals with it. 

The real issue is that we distrust God, and have placed ourselves in enmity with 

him. How does God win us back to love and trust? Only by this self-sacrificing 

demonstration on the cross, followed by the living power of the resurrection. God is 

proved true, and the Devil a liar. God is not the dictatorial tyrant that Satan made him out 

to be. God can indeed be trusted, and he has our very best interests at heart. Most of all 

because of his incredible love for us he is willing to die to save us. 

By his death Jesus brings us back to him, by being lifted up he draws all of his 

created beings to the incredible sight of the full extent of his love. In this way he wins us 

and every being in the universe, answering all the questions, so that harmony can once 

again be restored—the at-one-ment. 

After his resurrection, Jesus does not confront his enemies, retaliating as perhaps 

we would. In the resurrection of Jesus there is no triumphalistic revenge, no settling of 

scores with those who killed him but rather the glorious establishment of the eternal 

kingdom, guaranteed by God through his giving of himself to save the dying from their 

self-destruction. To those who stress the legal aspects of the crucifixion as payment of 

penalty and a transaction to propitiate God, the resurrection can often seem of lesser 

importance. In such a view the contractual aspects are met by the sacrifice, and our legal 

standing is consequently adjusted. For this the appeasement/payment/satisfaction aspects 

are the essential elements. However, this misses the importance of resurrection as 

preached by the early apostles. If legal payment was all, then why do Acts and the letters 

of the New Testament place such stress on the resurrection? Without the resurrection, as 

Paul makes clear, our faith would be in vain. It is the resurrection that is the guarantee, 

the proof, the demonstration of the intent of our trustworthy God to ensure we are forever 

with him. In his crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus has revealed God to us, he has made 

salvation possible, he has been lifted up from the earth to draw all to him. Soon he will 

come again to complete the reality of that salvation, to take us to be with him where he is, 

to lift us up to heaven and draw us to himself, the time of our resurrection.  

 But for the moment we live in that in-between-time, between the “now already” 

and the “not yet.” Between the start of God’s plan to save, and the consummation of that 

plan. Between promise and fulfillment. Between “I have come” and “I will come again.” 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 He [Jesus] made the infinite sacrifice, not only that sin might be removed, but that 

human nature might be restored, rebeautified, reconstructed from its ruins, and made fit 

for the presence of God.  {5T 537} 

It is through the efficacy of the cross that the angels of heaven are guarded from 

apostasy. Without the cross they would be no more secure against evil than were the 

angels before the fall of Satan. {5BC 1132} 

 Christ’s first work on earth after His resurrection was to convince His disciples of 

His undiminished love and tender regard for them. To give them proof that He was their 

living Saviour, that He had broken the fetters of the tomb, and could no longer be held by 

the enemy death; to reveal that He had the same heart of love as when He was with them 

as their beloved Teacher, He appeared to them again and again. He would draw the bonds 

of love still closer around them.  {DA 793} 
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