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12. Jesus’ Last Days (2Q 2016—Matthew) 

 

Biblical material: Matt. 26:1–16, Luke 12:48,Matt. 26:17–19, 1 Cor. 5:7,Matt. 26:36–

46,Matt. 26:51–75. 

 

Quotes 

• We are punished by our sins, not for them. Elbert Hubbard 

• None are more unjust in their judgments of others than those who have a high 

opinion of themselves. Charles Spurgeon 

• If what you have done is unjust, you have not succeeded. Thomas Carlyle 

• You ask yourself not if this or that is expedient, but if it is right. Alan Paton 

 

Questions 

 Why did the Jewish leaders look for a charge to execute Jesus? Why not just have 

him killed? What are the attitudes of the high priest and of Pilate to truth? Why does 

Jesus not respond with blazing glory? Was not this his golden opportunity? Why not give 

the leaders of both the religious and political worlds a Bible study? 

 

Bible summary 

 Missing from this study of Matthew’s gospel is chapter 25, so take time to read 

these important words of Jesus. Matthew 26 provides the whole account of Jesus’ arrest 

and trial. But preceding this is the anointing of Jesus by the woman at Simon’s house 

(identified by John as Mary of Bethany), the Last Supper, and Gethsemane. Take time to 

read the whole account. Individual responsibility is emphasized in Luke 12:48, while in 1 

Cor. 5:7 the sacrifice of Jesus as the Passover Lamb is mentioned. 

 

Comment 

Jesus’ final days before his death reveal in stark contrast the truth of God and the 

Devil’s deceptive lies. For in the end Jesus died at the hands of those who clung to their 

perverted thinking. Caiaphas said it was better for one man to die instead of all the 

people. The self-righteous hypocrites who were so dedicated to stewardship that they 

paid tithe on the herbs in the gardens yet ignored the more important issues of faith. The 

self-righteous who saw Jesus as a blasphemer. Those who claimed to know God, and yet 

failed to see Him in their midst. In the final irony, the faithful called for the Lord of the 

Sabbath to be killed, dead and buried, so they could go home and observe the Sabbath. 

 It’s interesting that the Sanhedrin also believed in evidence. They were “looking 

for evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death.” So the issue of evidence 

is not enough—you also have to ask about your attitude to evidence, your sincerity, the 

whole question of how you determine truth. For these leaders were not interested in the 

truth, they just wanted some basis to achieve their desire to kill Jesus. Even today, corrupt 

regimes seek spurious legality for their actions. 

 The trial is in reality a way of ensuring the judicial murder of Jesus. He knows 

this, but is still willing to respond to the direct question. He is the Christ, and adds to this 

his return in glory. This is all the high priest needs. 

 Sent to Pilate, Jesus does not try a defense. He agrees with Pilate’s proposition 

that he is the king of the Jews, knowing what this would mean in a politician’s eyes. Yet 
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Pilate is unwilling to send a man to his death just to satisfy the Jewish leaders, who he 

clearly does not care for. The investigation continues. In all of this Jesus is representing 

God in the most difficult circumstances. The temptation was to demonstrate who he 

really was in a blaze of divine glory that would leave no possibility for doubt. But that 

action Jesus resolutely refuses to carry out, for it would compromise his mission. 

 Pilate caves in under the pressure, and after having Jesus flogged, send him to be 

crucified, releasing the murderer Barabbas. How the difference between the kingdom of 

God and that of Satan is made starkly obvious! So are the insults thrown at Jesus on the 

Cross. More than words, they are further temptations to give up, to act out of character, to 

retaliate. Imagine also the dreadful mockery of the high priests, who show their real 

spiritual condition.  

 The mission of Jesus was to reveal God—not in a theoretical way of imparting 

information, but with all the implications of the Biblical concept of “to know.” This 

intimate experience based on practical demonstration lies at the heart of our salvation and 

the response of God before the universe to the Devil’s charges. Nor does this mean that 

Jesus came to inaugurate a moral philosophy or be a wise teacher. His very presence 

brought salvation, for he is God incarnate, salvation made manifest. As C.S. Lewis writes 

in God in the Dock, “The idea of a great moral teacher saying what Christ said is out of 

the question…. We may note in passing that He was never regarded as a great moral 

teacher. He did not produce that effect on any of the people who actually met Him. He 

produced mainly three effects : Hatred – Terror – Adoration. There was no trace of 

people expressing mild approval.”  

In the travesty of Jesus’ “trials” we see this illustrated. They wanted him dead at 

any cost. Truth did not matter; the end justified the means. Here the issues in the Great 

Controversy are made clear; here the truth of God wins out. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 It would be well for us to spend a thoughtful hour each day in contemplation of 

the life of Christ. We should take it point by point, and let the imagination grasp each 

scene, especially the closing ones. As we thus dwell upon His great sacrifice for us, our 

confidence in Him will be more constant, our love will be quickened, and we shall be 

more deeply imbued with His spirit. If we would be saved at last, we must learn the 

lesson of penitence and humiliation at the foot of the cross. {DA 83} 

 At last, Caiaphas, raising his right hand toward heaven, addressed Jesus in the 

form of a solemn oath: “I adjure Thee by the living God, that Thou tell us whether Thou 

be the Christ, the Son of God.” {DA 706.3} 

To this appeal Christ could not remain silent. There was a time to be silent, and a time to 

speak. He had not spoken until directly questioned. He knew that to answer now would 

make His death certain. But the appeal was made by the highest acknowledged authority 

of the nation, and in the name of the Most High. Christ would not fail to show proper 

respect for the law. More than this, His own relation to the Father was called in question. 

He must plainly declare His character and mission... For a moment the divinity of Christ 

flashed through His guise of humanity. The high priest quailed before the penetrating 

eyes of the Saviour. That look seemed to read his hidden thoughts, and burn into his 

heart. Never in afterlife did he forget that searching glance of the persecuted Son of God. 
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