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10. Jesus in Jerusalem (2Q 2016—Matthew) 

 

Biblical material: Zech. 9:9, Matt. 21:1–46, Rom. 4:13–16, Rev. 14:7–12, Acts 6:7, 

Matt. 22:1–15. 

 

Quotes 

• Questions are great, but only if you know the answers. If you ask questions and 

the answers surprise you, you look silly. Laurell K. Hamilton 

• If they can get you asking the wrong questions, they don’t have to worry about 

answers. Thomas Pynchon 

• I know the theological answers, but do my blood and my pulse? Ann Voskamp 

• To ask the ‘right’ question is far more important than to receive the answer. The 

solution of a problem lies in the understanding of the problem; the answer is not 

outside the problem, it is in the problem. JidduKrishnamurti 

• With faith, there are no questions; without faith, there are no answers. Yisroel 

Meir Ha-Cohen 

 

Questions 

 What lay behind the various questions Jesus was asked? How do these various 

attacks on Jesus mirror the issues in the great controversy? What can we learn from his 

responses? Knowing where all this was leading, how is Jesus’ behavior that much more 

inspiring? What is more important—winning the argument or displaying grace? 

 

Bible summary 

 Matthew 21 records Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem (prophesied in Zech. 

9:9), the cleansing of the Temple, the cursing of the fig tree, questions over Jesus’ 

authority, and parables told against the religious leaders that continue into Matthew 22. 

It’s not surprising that all this leads to great hostility against Jesus! Matthew 22:15 FBV 

records, “Then the Pharisees left and met together to plot how they could trap him by 

what he said.” While the Biblical material assigned for this lesson stops here, it’s 

essential to read on and look at what questions Jesus was asked and how he answered. 

Rom. 4:13–16 notes that salvation comes through God’s promise, not through legal 

observance. Rev. 14:7–12 gives us the three angels’ messages, while Acts 6:7 tells of the 

rapid spread of Christianity in Jerusalem and the conversion of many priests after Jesus’ 

death and resurrection. 

 

Comment  
 In an atmosphere of great excitement Jesus enters Jerusalem, adored by the 

crowds and feared by the religious leaders. Jesus knows this will result in a showdown, 

and so speaks very directly. His triumphal entry soon takes a different tone as the various 

leaders try to discredit Jesus. Their loaded questions seeking to entrap him are answered 

eloquently—but this only makes them more determined to destroy Jesus and his 

influence. Among the people, adulation eventually gives way to rejection, for this is the 

beginning of the end.  

 But there is much to learn during Jesus final visit to Jerusalem. We see his role in 

clearer focus as his enemies use all kinds of techniques to counter his message. They 
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don’t want this kind of God, so the try to shoot the messenger. Instead of asking whether 

what Jesus teaches is the truth, they demand to know “on what authority” he is acting. 

Instead of admitting that the parable to the tenants describes them and their evil actions, 

they just want to kill him. Instead of asking genuine questions, they try and trap him to 

catch him out and condemn him. 

 Rather than deal honestly with Jesus, they show their true nature by their 

underhanded tactics that were designed to get Jesus into trouble so that they could accuse 

him and have him judicially punished. How this reveals the true nature of the conflict 

over God’s nature and character! In the same way as Lucifer used deceptive and 

misleading ways to criticize and condemn God and his use of power, so too Lucifer is 

behind these attacks on Jesus. 

 Jesus answers honestly and directly, employing great wisdom in not becoming 

offended or hostile, but seeking to win the argument by appeal to reason and 

demonstrating what is truly good. We see here some truly helpful ways in which we can 

respond when falsely accused or when people try to manipulate us. 

 Of course Jesus knew where all this was headed. He knew their murderous 

intentions. But for the sake of the people who were still undecided he wanted to give 

them proof of God and his righteousness, trying to help them see the truth and make the 

right decisions. Knowing the end, Jesus still seeks to save and heal those who are lost and 

dying. He is not interested in giving some “right” answer, but demonstrating God’s truth 

to a people who were lost in ignorance of the Lord’s true way of salvation. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Scribes, priests, and rulers were all silenced. Baffled and disappointed, they stood 

with lowering brows, not daring to press further questions upon Christ. By their 

cowardice and indecision they had in a great measure forfeited the respect of the people, 

who now stood by, amused to see these proud, self-righteous men defeated.  

All these sayings and doings of Christ were important, and their influence was to 

be felt in an ever-increasing degree after His crucifixion and ascension. Many of those 

who had anxiously awaited the result of the questioning of Jesus were finally to become 

His disciples, first drawn toward Him by His words on that eventful day. The scene in the 

temple court was never to fade from their minds… But as the popular feeling turned in 

His favor, the hatred of the priests toward Jesus increased. The wisdom by which He 

escaped the snares set for His feet, being a new evidence of His divinity, added fuel to 

their wrath.  

In His contest with the rabbis, it was not Christ’s purpose to humiliate His 

opponents. He was not glad to see them in a hard place. He had an important lesson to 

teach. He had mortified His enemies by allowing them to be entangled in the net they had 

spread for Him. {DA 594-5} 

 Christ told His disciples that they were to begin their work at Jerusalem. That city 

had been the scene of His amazing sacrifice for the human race. There, clad in the garb of 

humanity, He had walked and talked with men, and few had discerned how near heaven 

came to earth. There He had been condemned and crucified. In Jerusalem were many 

who secretly believed Jesus of Nazareth to be the Messiah, and many who had been 

deceived by priests and rulers. To these the gospel must be proclaimed. They were to be 

called to repentance. {AA 31} 
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