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1. Son of David (2Q2016—Matthew) 

 

Biblical material: Matthew 1;Mark 12:35–37;Isa. 9:6, 7; Rom. 5:8; John 2:25; Jer. 

29:13; Matt. 2:1–14. 

 

Quotes 

• In all of us there is a hunger, marrow deep, to know our heritage - to know who 

we are and where we came from. Without this enriching knowledge, there is a 

hollow yearning. No matter what our attainments in life, there is still a vacuum, 

an emptiness, and the most disquieting loneliness.Alex Haley 

• It is a desirable thing to be well-descended, but the glory belongs to our 

ancestors.Plutarch 

• He who has no fools, knaves, or beggars in his family was begot by a flash of 

lightning.Old English proverb 

• We all carry inside us people who came before us. Liam Callanan 

• History remembers only the celebrated, genealogy remembers them all. Laurence 

Overmire 

• Every man is a quotation from all his ancestors. Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

Questions 
 What is significant about the term “son of David”? How does Matthew introduce 

Jesus, and why does he employ such an approach? How do we see the Great Controversy 

playing out in Herod’s actions to try and kill Jesus? Why does it seem that Gentiles 

(foreigners) were more interested in Jesus’ birth than his own people? 

 

Bible summary 

 Matthew 1 is mainly composed of Jesus’ genealogy, listed from Abraham—which 

though is a list of names, contains much context and background which is important. In 

addition Matthew summarizes the situation regarding Jesus’ conception and birth. 

Matthew 2 provides the story of the visit of the wise men (note no number is given) and 

Herod’s attempt to murder this new “king.” The escape to Egypt and the eventual return 

to Nazareth is recorded by Matthew. Mark 12:35–37 parallels Matthew 22:41-46 and 

Jesus’ questioning of the title “son of David.” Is. 9:6 gives the promised child’s titles as: 

“Wonderful Counselor, Almighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace,” while the 

following verse states that he will reign on David’s throne.Rom. 5:8 gives one of the 

reasons for Jesus’ coming (to die for us sinners). John 2:25 notes that he already knew us 

and what we are like! God tells us that “You will seek me and find me when you seek me 

with all your heart.” Jer. 29:13 NIV. 

 

Comment   
 You can imagine Matthew sitting down to write out what he knew under the 

inspiration of the Spirit. God inspired the Bible writers, but it was written in their own 

terms. Remembering Matthew and his background, what would have mattered most to 

him? Thinking of Matthew’s call to discipleship by Jesus, what can we conclude? How 

did Matthew respond to this invitation? In writing his gospel, Matthew’s message is “If 

he can save me, he can save anyone!” His picture of God is totally transformed. Instead 



2 

 

of a God insisting on a bunch of petty rules, he sees the love and compassion of the 

Savior, desperately wanting to heal sinners from their terminal disease of sin. 

 Our study this quarter in the gospel of Matthew begins with chapter 1, the genealogy 

of Jesus. Many have wondered why Matthew would begin his telling of the wonderful 

gospel story with a recitation of names! The answer is first that this would indeed be 

important for his hearers, Jewish people for who lineage was very important (remember how 

they were proud of being Abraham’s sons etc.). Secondly, and significantly for us, it places 

Jesus in context—and remind us that his ancestors were people like us, and that God did not 

refuse to be associated with such a lineage, defective though they and us really are.  

 It’s also significant that Matthew traces Jesus’ ancestors back through David and 

stops with Abraham, two of the most important figures in Jewish history. In Luke’s 

genealogy (Luke 3), he goes right back to Adam, the son of God—a more important starting 

point for his Gentile readers. Here we see the different gospel writers relating the same story 

in different ways to their different readership—again an example for us today. 

 Jesus is identified by Matthew as “son of David.” (1:1). When the angel comes to 

Joseph, he also identifies Joseph as “son of David.” (1:20).It’s intriguing that Jesus himself 

questions this title as applied to himself in Matthew 22:41-46, revealing the limitations of 

this title as applied to the Messiah. After this incident, the title” son of David” is no longer 

applied to Jesus. 

 So as we begin our journey through Matthew’s gospel, we already see the main 

questions beginning to form. Who is this Jesus? What is his background and lineage? What 

is his mission/purpose?  

 The story of Jesus’ conception, birth, and childhood are familiar to us, but it’s 

helpful to re-read the accounts in Matthew 1 and 2, asking the question: How does this fit 

into the Great Controversy perspective? What does this say about God’s nature and 

character? What does the coming of God in Jesus really mean? As we look again at this 

gospel, how Matthew recorded it, and the intent to show us the truth of God, we should read 

it carefully once again, focussing on the answers to the questions at the heart of the cosmic 

conflict. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 In his grateful humility, Matthew desired to show his appreciation of the honor 

bestowed upon him; and, calling together those who had been his associates in business, 

in pleasure, and in sin, he made a great feast for the Saviour. If Jesus would call him, who 

was so sinful and unworthy, He would surely accept his former companions, who were, 

thought Matthew, far more deserving than himself. Matthew had a great longing that they 

should share the benefits of the mercies and grace of Christ... He wanted them to know 

Christ as the blessed Saviour. . . .  {CC 284} 

 Caesar Augustus is made the agent for the fulfillment of God’s purpose in 

bringing the mother of Jesus to Bethlehem. She is of the lineage of David, and the Son of 

David must be born in David’s city... But in the city of their royal line, Joseph and Mary 

are unrecognized and unhonored. Weary and homeless, they traverse the entire length of 

the narrow street, from the gate of the city to the eastern extremity of the town, vainly 

seeking a resting place for the night. There is no room for them at the crowded inn. In a 

rude building where the beasts are sheltered, they at last find refuge, and here the 

Redeemer of the world is born. {DA 46} 
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