
9. Beware of Covetousness (1Q 2023—Managing for the Master—Till He Comes) 

 

Biblical material: Isa. 14:12–14, Eph. 5:5, Joshua 7, John 12:1–8, Acts 5:1–11, 1 Cor. 10:13, Luke 

12:15. 

 

Quotes 

• Desire of having is the sin of covetousness. William Shakespeare 

• Covetousness is both the beginning and the end of the devil's alphabet - the first vice in 

corrupt nature that moves, and the last which dies. Michel de Montaigne 

• By covetousness, people will exploit you with deceptive words. Sunday Adelaja 

• Covetousness is the greatest misfortune. One who does not know what is enough will never 

have enough. Laozi 

• Covetousness: looking more at what we would have than at what we have. Joseph Hall 

• Covetousness teaches people to be cruel and crafty, industrious and evil, full of care and 

malice; and after all this, it is for no good to itself, for it dares not spend those heaps of 

treasure which it has snatched. Jeremy Taylor 

Questions 

 Why do we have such strong desires to  possess? What does this say about our nature and our 

life objectives? How does covetousness fit in with Lucifer’s rebellion? How does this play out in 

the great controversy? What is the best defense against such desires? Why is the love of money 

the root of all evil? How does covetousness go beyond the mere desire for things? 

 

Bible summary 

 Isa. 14:12–14 is the account of Lucifer’s fall because he coveted God’s position. Eph. 5:5 

includes greed as a sin that keeps you out of God’s kingdom. Achan’s greed leads to his death in 

Joshua 7. Judas Iscariot criticizes the “waste” of perfume when Mary anoints Jesus’ feet. John 

observes, “He wasn’t saying this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief. He 

was the one who looked after the disciples’ money and he often took some for himself” (John 

12:1–8). The deceptive greed of Ananias and Sapphira is unmasked in Acts 5:1–11. God doesn’t 

allow more temptation than we can bear (1 Cor. 10:13). “Watch out, and beware of all greedy 

thoughts and actions, for a person’s life isn’t summed up by all the things they own” (Luke 12:15). 

 

Comment 

While the word “covetousness” is not much used today, it still identifies a basic human failing. 

It describes the process by which we are sucked into fulfilling our desires for things. We first see 

something. We become aware of some object that arouses our interest. We then become convinced 

that this is something we want, that we have to have. The final part of the process is action—to take 

hold of the object of our desire: either by buying it, or simply by taking it in any way we want! 

 This process is exactly what happened with Eve in the Garden. The record states that “the 

woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye.” Next she realized 

that it was “desirable for gaining wisdom.” She wanted it! Finally she acted on this desire, “she 

took some and ate it.”Genesis 3:6 NIV, emphasis supplied. Things have not changed in the 

millennia since the Fall! 

Jesus spent much time in his teaching talking about money and possessions. The real problem 

is that they can replace God in our lives, and become what we rely on instead of him. In the parable 

of the Sower Jesus gives us the different reactions to the good news. One of the most common 

surely is the positive response in the beginning, but the choking thorns that overwhelm the growing 

Christian with the distractions of money and personal property. 

How then do we break that vicious cycle by which we see something, want it, and work to 

possess it? Is it enough to turn away? Isn’t the problem that we may go on wanting it even though 



we do not or cannot possess it? For it’s the desire for things that is the real problem, as if things can 

satisfy our deepest needs.  

The quote, “He who dies with the most toys wins” is attributed to millionaire Malcolm Forbes. 

When you put it like that, our desire for things sounds absolutely stupid. And so it is. So why do we 

persist in wanting more and more things? You can never get enough of what you don’t really need, 

as a number of people have said, including Irish rock band U2. So it’s surely time to look to Jesus, 

the author and finisher of our faith, to find grace to help in time of need, so he can deal with these 

temptations to fill our lives with that which will not satisfy us!  

Jesus spoke strongly to the “religious” people of his time: “What a disaster is coming on you 

religious teachers and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and the plate, but 

inside you’re full of greed and self-indulgence.” Matthew 23:25. He saw that their self-satisfied 

religious behavior masked deep inner sins. It was as if they thought that as long as they “kept the 

rules” they could allow themselves all kind of license.  

But to end on a positive note, consider this from Rabbi Heschel: “Instead of indulging in 

jealousy, greed, in relishing themselves, there are men who keep their hearts alert to the stillness in 

which time rolls on and leaves us behind. … those who are open to the wonder will not miss it. 

Faith is found in solicitude for faith, in an inner care for the wonder that is everywhere.” 

 

Ellen White Comments 

Christ read his heart, and in His teaching He dwelt upon the principles of benevolence that 

strike at the very root of covetousness. He presented before Judas the heinous character of greed, 

and many a time the disciple realized that his character had been portrayed and his sin pointed out. 

But he did not confess and forsake his unrighteousness. He was self-sufficient, and instead of 

resisting temptation he continued to follow his fraudulent practices. . . . {CTr 264} 

Wealth is obtained by every species of robbery—not robbery of people alone but of God. 

People are using His means to gratify their selfishness. Everything that they can grasp is made to 

minister to their greed. Avarice and sensuality prevail. . . . {CTr 349.5} 

The priests and teachers did not perform the work of their sacred office as if they were handling 

the property of God. They were systematically robbing Him of the means and facilities entrusted to 

them for the advancement of His work. Their covetousness and greed caused them to be despised 

even by the heathen. Thus the Gentile world was given occasion to misinterpret the character of 

God and the laws of His kingdom. {COL 292-3}   

That which Satan plants in the heart —envy, jealousy, evil surmising, evil speaking, 

impatience, prejudice, selfishness, covetousness, and vanity— must be uprooted. If these evil 

things are allowed to remain in the soul, they will bear fruit by which many shall be defiled. Oh, 

how many cultivate the poisonous plants that kill out the precious fruits of love and defile the soul!  

{AH 195.4} 

The working of the power of iniquity seems to have taken the whole world captive. . . 

Enumerate the vices of men and women, if you can. But it is of no use to try to number them. 

Wealth is obtained by every species of robbery—not robbery of people alone but of God. People 

are using His means to gratify their selfishness. Everything that they can grasp is made to minister 

to their greed. Avarice and sensuality prevail. . . . {CTr 349.5}  

Christ read his [Judas’] heart, and in His teaching He dwelt upon the principles of benevolence 

that strike at the very root of covetousness. He presented before Judas the heinous character of 

greed, and many a time the disciple realized that his character had been portrayed and his sin 

pointed out. But he did not confess and forsake his unrighteousness. He was self-sufficient, and 

instead of resisting temptation he continued to follow his fraudulent practices. . . . {CTr 264.7} 

Their [the priests’ and teachers’] covetousness and greed caused them to be despised even by 

the heathen. Thus the Gentile world was given occasion to misinterpret the character of God and 

the laws of His kingdom.  {COL 292.3}   
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