
8. Planning for Success (1Q 2023—Managing for the Master—Till He Comes) 

 

Biblical material: Eccles. 12:1; Gen. 2:15; 1 Tim. 5:8; Col. 3:23, 24; Gen. 39:2–5; Prov. 3:5–8. 

 

Quotes 

• Give me six hours to chop down a tree and I will spend the first four sharpening the axe. 

Abraham Lincoln 

• If you don’t know where you are going, you’ll end up someplace else. Yogi Berra 

• Always plan ahead. It wasn’t raining when Noah built the ark. Richard Cushing 

• I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all; but whatever I have placed 

in God’s hands, that I still possess. Martin Luther 

• Sometimes God makes better choices for us than we could have ever made for ourselves. 

Jennifer Hudson 

• As we journey through this life - through the easy times and the painful times - God is 

fashioning us into people who are like his Son, Jesus. That means God is in the process of 

changing what we desire far more than he is in the process of giving us what we desire. 

Charles Stanley 

 

Questions 

 Does the title “Planning for Success” sound like a chapter in a self-help book? How can we 

avoid making this all about ourselves? How does God define success? Why is planning important 

in life? What are the dangers/pitfalls? What is essential as the we plan for a good future? How do 

we communicate this different set of values to those around us? 

 

Bible summary 

 We’re told to remember God while we’re still young (Eccles. 12:1). Adam was placed in the 

Garden of Eden to take care of it (Gen. 2:15). We are called on to look after our families (1 Tim. 

5:8). “Do whatever you do really well, as if you’re doing it for God, and not for people, because 

you know that the Lord will give you your reward—an inheritance! You’re serving Christ the 

Lord!” Col. 3:23, 24). Gen. 39:2–5 records how Potiphar was so impressed by Joseph’s skills that 

he placed Joseph in charge of his whole household. “Put your trust totally in the Lord—don’t rely 

on what you think you know! Remember him in everything you do, and he’ll show you the right 

way. Don’t think you’re wise—respect God and avoid evil. Then you will be healed and made 

strong.” (Prov. 3:5–8.). 

 

Comment 

Oscar Wilde once wrote, “Most people become bankrupt through having invested too heavily in 

the prose of life.” Too much prose—too much concentration on the details, so that end up 

preoccupied with the trivia of life. Robert Frost suggested in one of his poems that we spend our 

lives doing “A little bit of everything/  A great deal of none.” 

It is all too easy to become so involved in the petty “bittiness” of life, all the busy business of 

waking, eating, working, playing, loving, hating, sleeping that you’re no longer looking for 

anything more. There’s not even time for planning, let alone for pursuing success. Perhaps the 

trivia of living has so overwhelmed you that you’ve forgotten what it all really means? Do you see 

no further than your own back yard? Do you look no higher than the level of your garden fence 

because you’ve forgotten that there is anything else? 

Or is the problem that we all have come to the place where we believe we just don’t have the 

time to sit and think and meditate? All the stress of life, all the responsibilities, all we have to do. 

Living can become an end in itself, and all the reasons and meaning and purpose can go down the 

tube. Life can end up as an existence full of bits and pieces without a definite purpose and objective 



at the centre, and the numbing anaesthesia of the repeated cycle of life can make you happy with 

things just as they are. In the words of Hannah More, “Trifles make up the sum of human things.” 

Life becomes full of the mundane, the “common round” of things, momentless moments that 

make up time, the ceaseless repetitions of life, of living to live. “The world is too much with us; 

late and soon,/  Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers,” wrote Wordsworth.  

By involving ourselves too much with life’s bits and pieces, we lay waste our powers. We lose 

sight of what is really real, we lose sight of ourselves, we lose sight of God and his glorious 

salvation. We throw ourselves into the frenzied rush of what we call our lives, and before we know 

it, we’re gone! Having lived, we have not planned, we have not sought the right direction to 

discover what God says is success. That is not what we are, or are meant to be. As Wordsworth 

continued: “For this, for anything, we are out of time.” 

Keeping with the poets, and their insights, how about this: “Earth’s crammed with heaven,/ 

 And every common bush afire with God;/   But only he who sees, takes off his shoes,/ The rest 

sit round it and pluck blackberries.” Elizabeth Barrett Browning. 

I especially like that last line. It sums up this unseeing interest in the things of life, the trivia of 

existence that blinds the eye to what is of real meaning, what is truly successful. Some never ever 

see, and that is the tragedy of spiritual blindness. While others have lost the gift of sight they once 

had: “There was a time when meadow, grove and stream,/ The earth, and every common sight/  To 

me did seem / Apparelled in celestial light/ The glory and freshness of a dream.”  Wordsworth  

There was a time. Once. A time half-remembered, when eyes saw. But now—tragedy. As the 

poem continues, the question comes: “Where is it now, the glory and the dream?” 

Not that we are unsuccessful in what the world calls success. Not that we are unimportant in the 

way the world sees importance. Not that we are meaningless in what the world understands as 

meaning. But we are nevertheless trivial, for we live on the level of trivia. We turn ourselves into 

“people-machines,” churning out work without thought, products without reason, whether they be 

plastic cups in a factory or a dissertation in a seminary. We become in the words of Thomas Hardy, 

part of “the monotonous moils of strained, hard-run Humanity.” 

We need to see our lives what they really are. We need to see every common bush afire with 

God. We need to see that “the world is charged with the grandeur of God” (Gerald Manley 

Hopkins) We need to truly see. We need to catch a vision of God among all the insignificant bits of 

our lives. And we need to find his direction, to accept his plan, and only then will we find what is 

truly successful. Jesus said, “I’ve come to bring you life, life full to overflowing.” (John 10:10).  

 

Ellen White Comments 

Let there be the wisest planning for the success of the work. Decided efforts should be made to 

open new fields in the north, the south, the east, and the west…  {Ev 19-20}   

Good and evil angels are taking a part in the planning of God in His earthly kingdom. It is God's 

purpose to carry forward His work in correct lines, in ways that will advance His glory. But Satan 

is ever trying to counterwork God's purpose. Only by humbling themselves before God can God's 

servants advance His work. Never are they to depend on their own efforts or on outward display for 

success (Letter 201, 1899).  {4BC 1173.3}   

Years ago very many of our workers and people had the spirit of self-denial and self-sacrifice. 

Success attended their efforts. The Lord has signified that His work should be carried forward in 

the same spirit in which it was begun… Shall we give evidence of spiritual disease and lack of wise 

planning? {BCL 51.1}   

All our workers must have room to exercise their own judgment and discretion.  God has given 

men talents which He means that they should use.  He has given them minds and He means that 

they should become thinkers, and do their own thinking and planning rather than depend upon 

others to think and plan for them.--Letter 12, 1885, (Oct. 28, 1885, To Brn. Butler and Haskell). 
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