
7. Unto the Least of These (1Q 2023—Managing for the Master—Till He Comes) 

 

Biblical material: Luke 4:16–19; Isa. 62:1, 2; Deut. 15:11; Matt. 19:16–22; 25:34; Luke 19:1–10; 

Job 29:12–16. 

 

Quotes 

• There is also another way of blessing God which, I trust, we shall all endeavour to practise; 

and that is by the doing good to his children. When they are sick, visit them. When they are 

downcast, comfort them. When they are poor, relieve them. When they are hard pressed by 

outward adversaries, stand at their side, and help them. You cannot bless the Head, but you 

can bless the feet; and when you have refreshed the feet, you have refreshed the Head. He 

will say, "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have 

done it unto me." If they be naked, and you clothe them; if they be sick, and you visit them; 

if they be hungry, and you feed them; you do in this respect bless God. David not only said, 

"Thou art my Lord: my goodness extendeth not to thee;" but added, "but to the saints that 

are in the earth, and to the excellent in whom is all my delight." You can be good to them, 

and in that respect you may be blessing God. C. H. Spurgeon 

• Without the spirit of the Lord Jesus, we will look upon ‘the least of these’ simply as the 

least. Sinclair B. Ferguson 

• Acceptance of oneself is the essence of the moral problem and the acid test of one's whole 

outlook on life. That I feed the beggar, that I forgive an insult, that I love my enemy in the 

name of Christ-all these are undoubtedly great virtues. What I do unto the least of my 

brethren, that I do unto Christ. But what if I should discover that the least amongst them all, 

the poorest of all beggars, the most impudent of all offenders, yea the very fiend himself—

that these are within me, and that I myself stand in need of the alms of my own kindness, 

that I myself am the enemy who must be loved—what then? James Hollis 

 

Questions 

 Why does Scripture so often speak about helping the poor and underprivileged? Why does 

Jessu link such actions to salvation in his description of the sheep and the goats? Is it only what 

we do, or what we believe that counts? How do we avoid thinking that it’s behavior that is the 

real issue, and end up in works righteousness? How does this all relate to the great controversy? 

 

Bible summary 

 In Nazareth Jesus reads from the Isaiah scroll, including the words “he has anointed me to 

announce good news to the destitute” (Luke 4:16–19). Jerusalem was meant to demonstrate to the 

nations the way to live right (Isa. 62:1, 2). We are told to give generously to the poor (Deut. 

15:11). Jesus concludes his instructions to the rich young ruler by telling him. “go and sell your 

possessions, give the money to the poor, and you’ll have treasure in heaven. Then come and 

follow me” (Matt. 19:16–22). In his description of the difference between the sheep and the goats 

at the end-time judgment, Jesus makes it clear that doing good to the less fortunate is the same as 

doing it to him (Matt. 25:34). Luke 19:1–10 is the story of Jesus’ meeting with Zacchaeus. In Job 

29:12–16 Job explains what he has done for the poor and disadvantaged. 

 

Comment 

Jesus often spoke on value and integrity. Of course, his values were often at odds with those of 

his contemporaries. Re-read the Beatitudes and you see Jesus turning the values of the world 

upside-down. Jesus speaks of those who are “blessed,” and the list doesn’t include the rich and 

famous by this world’s values. In fact he targets the false integrity of those who claimed to be 

religious:  “For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the 

teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:20 NIV. 



Why? Because theirs was an outside “integrity,” one that considered image and perception as 

supreme. They based their values on how other saw them, rather on who they truly were. So Jesus 

says: 
“
Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ before men, to be seen by them. If you do, 

you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. So when you give to the needy, do not 

announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored 

by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full…. And when you pray, do not 

be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to 

be seen by men.” Matthew 6:1, 2, 5 NIV. 

In fact Jesus reserved his strongest condemnation for these integrity-poor integrity-claimers: 

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed 

tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men’s bones and 

everything unclean. In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the 

inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.” Matthew 23:27, 28 NIV. 

To some, this may seem strong language! But Jesus was most concerned. Why? Because with 

such a false view of integrity, he could not help them. Which is why God says he hates pride and 

arrogance (Proverbs 8:13), because with such an attitude he can do nothing to save such people. 

Integrity is all about reality and truth. It is about a realistic perspective on yourself, of a true 

value of your worth. It is about seeing that truth is all-important, and how important it is not to live 

in self-denial. In the words of a Latin proverb, “Integrity is the noblest possession.” 

Most of all, integrity recognizes that God’s way of truth and right is the only way to live, even 

if there were no reward, no “pie-in-the-sky-by-and-by.” Shakespeare wrote in Hamlet: 

This above all: to thine own self be true, 

And it must follow, as the night the day, 

Thou canst not then be false to any man. 

Most of all, being true to yourself means you are in a position to see your great need of God in 

your life, to want to follow his way, to refuse to compromise principle for some personal gain. 

Remember it was Lucifer who was willing to lie, deceive, and bring down the whole universe if 

he could just so he could fulfill his ambitious pride. “I, I, I” has always been his motto. Those with 

God-given integrity will seek to do what is right, and look to the needs of others rather than to 

pleasing themselves. 

Jesus concludes: “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of 

mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:40 NIV.   

 This demonstrates the importance of consistency in living a Christian life. Jesus’ description of 

the sheep and the goats at the end-time clearly demonstrates a continued series of actions on behalf 

of the poor and destitute. This was not a one off. The “sheep” consistently fed and clothed those in 

need, visited them in prison, took care of them when they were sick etc. Jesus states that by doing 

so they were really doing it for him, though they did not recognize that. This was not their 

motivation—rather they did good because it was good, and not for any reward. Here is the 

foundational principle for the way Christians should treat others. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Those whom Christ commends know not that they have been ministering unto Him. To their 

perplexed inquiries He answers, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these My 

brethren, ye have done it unto Me.”  {DA 637.2}   

Money is one of the gifts intrusted to us with which to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to 

minister to the afflicted, and to send the gospel to the poor. But how is this work neglected! When 

the Master shall come to reckon with his servants, will he not say to many, “Inasmuch as ye did it 

not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me”? All around us there is work to do for God. {HS 

210.3} 
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