
6. Laying Up Treasure in Heaven (1Q 2023—Managing for the Master—Till He Comes) 

 

Biblical material: Gen. 6:5–14, Heb. 11:8–13, 2 Cor. 4:18, Gen. 13:10–12, Gen. 32:22–31, Heb. 

11:24–29; Mark 8:36, 37. 

 

Quotes 

• The man who has God for his treasure has all things in One. A.W. Tozer 

• Part of the treasure in heaven that Jesus talks about is the feeling of purpose and satisfaction 

a person has when they know they are performing the will of God. Those who put 

themselves and money first often complain about life feeling empty and meaningless. Jesus 

pays those who serve him with meaning and spiritual abundance in their lives and hearts 

instead of money. Tim Crawshaw  

• When the bottom falls out and disappointments come, you will learn what you believe, 

what you love, and what you treasure. Ligon Duncan  

• When Jesus warns us not to store up treasures on earth, it’s not just because wealth might 

be lost; it’s because wealth will always be lost. Either it leaves us while we live, or we leave 

it when we die. No exceptions… Realizing its value is temporary should radically affect our 

investment strategy… According to Jesus, storing up earthly treasures isn’t simply wrong. 

It’s just plain stupid. Randy Alcorn 

• He who lays up treasures on earth spends his life backing away from his treasures. To him, 

death is loss. He who lays up treasures in heaven looks forward to eternity; he’s moving 

daily toward his treasures. To him, death is gain. He who spends his life moving toward his 

treasures has reason to rejoice. Are you despairing or rejoicing? Randy Alcorn 

• In this context (Matthew 6)…storing up treasures focuses particularly on the compassionate 

use of material resources to meet others’ physical and spiritual needs, in keeping with the 

priorities of God’s kingdom. Craig L. Blomberg 

 

Questions 

 The fundamental question is “What do I value?” How do our actions show not only our 

preferences but also what we consider to be most valuable? How can a stress on some “invisible 

benefit” be exploited by unscrupulous people? What are the tangible benefits Christians enjoy 

right now? How can we avoid being overwhelmed by the value system of this world? 

 

Bible summary 

 Gen. 6:5–14 begins the story about the Flood. Heb. 11:8–13 details Abraham’s and Sarah's trust in 

God. Paul tells the Corinthians, “We don’t concern ourselves with what can be seen, for we look 

forward to what can’t be seen. What we see is temporary, but what we can’t see is eternal” (2 

Cor. 4:18). Gen. 13:10–12 records the decision of Lot to live in the valley that included Sodom and 

Gomorrah. Jacob’s fight with the Lord is the subject of Gen. 32:22–31. Heb. 11:24–29 explains 

how Moses trusted God: “He chose to share in the sufferings of God’s people rather than to enjoy 

the temporary pleasures of sin.” Jesus asks, “What use is it for you to gain everything in the 

whole world, and lose your life? What would you give in exchange for your life?” (Mark 8:36, 

37). 

 

Comment 

 Our whole society is built around being consumers, and we do indeed need basic things in order to 

live. The problem comes in the way we think about what we want. We are conditioned to want more 

than we need or can afford. We are taught to be competitive in our purchase, wanting to have more or 

better than our friends and neighbors.  



 Jesus was very much aware of the temptation of gaining possessions. He warned that we are not to 

value others by their wealth or lack of it. He also told us to consider what our life’s priorities are, and 

how we should set about storing up treasure in heaven.  

He gives clear advice on how to live without becoming materialistic. His cautionary tale about 

the man who planned to build bigger barns ends: “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night 

your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 

This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.” 

Luke 12:20, 21 FBV. This is the conclusion to Jesus’ story about the man who went on building 

bigger and bigger barns, and then died. His point: what is the profit in such materialistic 

investment? He expands on this to his disciples: “That’s why I tell you don’t worry about life, 

about what to eat, or about what clothes you should wear. Life is about more than food, and the 

body is about more than wearing clothes.” Luke 12:22-3 FBV.  

How very different this is to the way the vast majority live in our upside-down world! Even the 

have-nots still look for material advancement in the same way as those who are already have. It is 

not the quantity of possessions, but the desire for them… 

So where do we “lay up treasure”? If you have money, how are you going to invest it? How are 

you going to make sure you don’t lose it? How do you stop people robbing you? 

Where do you keep your treasure? In a box under the bed? In a bank? In stocks and shares? 

What exactly is your treasure? What do you really value? 

Jesus had some words for you on this subject. 

“Don’t store treasure here on this earth,” he said. “The moths come and eat your fine clothes. 

Your precious things—cars, boats, planes—rust away. Store your treasure in heaven, where there 

are no moths, or rust, or thieves! For where your treasure is, that’s where your heart is too!” 

So true! Think of all we do to try and gain some treasure. We work hard for it, we struggle to 

keep it—and in the end we can’t take it with us! Almost everything we do is to try and own some 

things, possessions we really want to keep for ourselves. “This is mine,” we say, with great delight. 

We measure our success by how much money we have in the bank, or the size of the house we 

own, or the car we drive. Yet what is the point? For what is the point in dying with a bank full of 

money? Once we’re gone, who gets all the possessions we have collected? 

As someone once said, is this a game where the one with the most toys at the end is the winner?  

Why not think of what is really valuable? When the Teacher said to store treasure in heaven he 

meant everything that is of true value—like love, mercy, kindness, friendship, forgiveness—things 

you can’t put a price tag on. Ask yourself, “What do I value? And where am I storing it?” 

 

Ellen White Comments 

The majority of the world permit earthly possessions to eclipse heavenly attractions. They set 

their affections upon earthly things, and turn away from God. What a grievous sin it is that men 

will not come to their senses, and understand how foolish it is to permit inordinate affections for 

earthly things to expel the love of God from the heart. When the love of God is expelled, the love 

of the world quickly flows in to supply the vacuum. The Lord alone can cleanse the soul temple 

from the moral defilement.  {CS 136} 

Men seem moved with an insane desire to procure earthly possessions. Every species of 

dishonesty is practiced in order to accumulate wealth. {CS 137}   

If our own people would only put into the cause of God the money that has been lent them in 

trust, that portion which they spend in selfish gratification, in idolatry, they would lay up treasure 

in heaven, and would be doing the very work God requires them to do. But like the rich man in the 

parable, they live sumptuously. The money God has lent them in trust, to be used to His name's 

glory, they spend extravagantly. They do not stop to consider their accountability to God. They do 

not stop to consider that there is to be a reckoning day not far hence, when they must give an 

account of their stewardship.  {AH 367-8}   
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