
4. Offerings for Jesus (1Q 2023—Managing for the Master—Till He Comes) 

 

Biblical material: 2 Cor. 9:6, 7; Deut. 16:17; Ps. 116:12–18; 1 Chron. 16:29; Mark 12:41–44; 

Mark  14:3–9. 

 

Quotes 

• Many churches are measuring the wrong things. We measure things like attendance and 

giving, but we should be looking at more fundamental things like anger, contempt, honesty, 

and the degree to which people are under the thumb of their lusts. Those things can be 

counted, but not as easily as offerings. Dallas Willard 

• Save me from the error of judging a church by its size, popularity or the amount of its 

yearly offerings. Aiden Wilson Tozer  

• If you concentrate on finding whatever is good in every situation, you will discover that 

your life will suddenly be filled with gratitude, a feeling that nurtures the soul. Rabbi 

Harold Kushner 

• “Thank you” is the best prayer that anyone could say. I say that one a lot. Thank you 

expresses extreme gratitude, humility, understanding. Alice Walker 

• Thankfulness is the beginning of gratitude. Gratitude is the completion of thankfulness. 

Thankfulness may consist merely of words. Gratitude is shown in acts. Henri Frederic 

Amiel 

• My God, since you are with me and since, by Your will, I must occupy myself with external 

things, please grant me the grace to remain with You, in Your presence. Work with me, so 

that my work might be the very best. Receive as an offering of love both my work and all 

my affections. Brother Lawrence 

Questions 

While our offerings to Jesus are surely important as an expression of our gratitude to Jesus, is 

it right to direct how they are to be given? How do we understand the text that God loves a 

cheerful giver? Recognizing God’s great gifts to us, it is natural to want to give in return—but is 

this what is expected? How does this fit into the Great Controversy? 

 

Bible summary 

 2 Cor. 9:6, 7 tells us: “I want to remind you of this: If you only sow a little, you’ll only reap a 

little; if you sow plenty, you’ll reap plenty. Everybody should give as they’ve already decided—

not reluctantly, or because they have to, for God loves those who give with a cheerful spirit.” 

Additionally, Deut. 16:17 advises, “Each of you is to bring whatever gift you can, depending on 

how much the Lord your God has blessed you.” The Psalmist asks what he can do in return for 

all that the Lord has done for him. He concludes he will keep the promises he has made to the 

Lord (Ps. 116:12–18). Offerings are associated with worship in 1 Chron. 16:29. Mark 12:41–44 

records Jesus’ reaction to the widow placing two small coins in the Temple treasury. Mark (14:3–

9) provides the account of the woman anointing Jesus’ feet with expensive perfume, and Jesus’ 

response: “Leave her alone! Why are you criticizing her for doing something beautiful to me? 

You’ll always have the poor with you, and you can help them whenever you want. But you won’t 

always have me with you. She did what she could: she anointed my body in anticipation of my 

burial.” 

 

Comment 

 Why do we give offerings? Is it down to guilt if we don’t, or are we truly thankful? 

“Listen to your life,” writes Frederick Buechner. “See it for the fathomless mystery that it is. 

Touch, taste, smell your way to the holy and hidden heart of it because in the last analysis all 

moments are sacred moments and life itself is grace.” 



Life itself is grace. Only by seeing ourselves as more than a chance formation of random 

molecules does anything begin to make any kind of sense. Only if our existence has meaning and 

purpose beyond our immediate selves can we find sanity. Only if life truly is grace is there sense in 

living and not in ending the meaninglessness. When I reflect on those times when I have felt so 

close to God, I realize that my delight has not been in achievements we so often define as success. 

Nor is there the lasting satisfaction in the things we usually chase after for enjoyment—the physical 

simply does not last, and eventually every earthly pleasure cloys. Ultimately all our grasping after 

feeling good leaves us empty, unsatisfied. 

For this life cannot be all there is. “Our Creator would never have made such lovely days, 

and given us the deep hearts to enjoy them, above and beyond all thought, unless we were meant to 

be immortal,” says Nathaniel Hawthorne. 

The truth is that we are here for a reason. More than that, we were not made for this world 

alone. And ultimately, the heart of joy and satisfaction and meaning is in knowing that God made 

us, and saves us. As Christina Rossetti writes, “Were there no God, we would be in this glorious 

world with grateful hearts and no one to thank.” Something to show true thankfulness for! 

Sadly all too often offerings are seen as something required, especially when it comes to 

providing funding for the church. Yet God is not demanding payment, simply inviting us to 

participate in his great work of saving people. In fact after telling the Israelites to bring offerings 

and sacrifices, he eventually tells them not to. Why not? Because it was done without thought, just 

a “worship requirement.” 

God condemns such an offering attitude. “Does the Lord prefer burnt offerings and sacrifices, or 

obedience to what he says?” he asks in 1 Sam. 15:22. He tells them, “What use are all your many 

sacrifices to me? asks the Lord. I am sick and tired of your burnt offerings of rams and the fat of 

sacrificial animals. I don’t delight in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats! When you come to 

appear before me in worship, who asked you to proudly tramp around my courts?  Don’t bring me 

any more meaningless offerings; your incense is offensive to me.” Isaiah 1:11-13.  

What does God say he wants? “Stop doing evil! Learn to do good; strive for justice, condemn 

those who oppress others; support the rights of orphans, take up cases to defend widows.” Isaiah 

1:16, 17. Not “more offerings,” but a clear demand for social justice! He wants people who do 

what is right, not those who think they can get what they want by giving offerings. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

All along the path we travel we are to leave waymarks of the love of Christ. This love, acted out 

in the life, always brings a response. It causes offerings of gratitude to be brought to God by those 

who appreciate his goodness. God’s workers will be acknowledged as their efforts to forward his 

cause are made in harmony with the plan of the Saviour.  {RH, November 24, 1910 par. 12}    

True Christian benevolence springs from the principle of grateful love. Love to Christ cannot 

exist without corresponding love to those whom He came into the world to redeem. Love to Christ 

must be the ruling principle of the being, controlling all its emotions and directing all its energies. 

Redeeming love should awaken all that tender affection and self-sacrificing devotion that is 

possible to exist in the heart of man. When this is the case, no heart-stirring appeals will be needed 

to break through their selfishness and awaken their dormant sympathies, to call forth benevolent 

offerings for the precious cause of truth. . . .  {SD 264} 

All heaven is interested in the work going on in this world, which is to prepare men and women 

for the future, immortal life. It is God's plan that human agencies shall have the high honor of 

acting as co-workers with Jesus Christ in the salvation of souls. . . . They should look upon the 

work of God as sacred and holy, and should bring to Him, every day, offerings of joy and gratitude, 

in return for the power of His grace, by which they are enabled to make advancement in the divine 

life. . . .  {AG 81.2}   
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