
12. Rewards of Faithfulness (1Q 2023—Managing for the Master—Till He Comes) 

 

Biblical material: Heb. 11:6, Isa. 62:11, Rom. 6:23, John 14:1–3, Revelation 21, Matt. 25:20–23, 

Rom. 8:16–18. 

 

Quotes 

• For the truly faithful, no miracle is necessary. For those who doubt, no miracle is sufficient. 

Nancy Gibbs 
• Only the person who has faith in himself is able to be faithful to others. Erich Fromm 
• Think not those faithful who praise all thy words and actions; but those who kindly reprove 

thy faults. Socrates 

• It is better to be faithful than famous. Theodore Roosevelt 

• Health is the greatest gift, contentment the greatest wealth, faithfulness the best 

relationship. Buddha 

• What makes authentic disciples is not visions, ecstasies, biblical mastery of chapter and 

verse, or spectacular success in the ministry, but a capacity for faithfulness. Buffeted by the 

fickle winds of failure, battered by their own unruly emotions, and bruised by rejection and 

ridicule, authentic disciples may have stumbled and frequently fallen, endured lapses and 

relapses, gotten handcuffed to the fleshpots and wandered into a far county. Yet, they kept 

coming back to Jesus. Brennan Manning 

 

Questions 

Why is faithfulness such an important concept? What determines whether we are faithful? How 

does the Spirit lead us to be faithful? How do we determine faithfulness? In terms of the great 

controversy, how do we see that God’s claim to faithfulness is confirmed? How do we become 

“more” faithful? What does this “prove”?  

 

Bible summary 

 “You can’t expect God to be pleased with you if you don’t trust him! Anyone who comes to 

God must believe that God exists, and that he rewards those who are searching for him.” Heb. 

11:6. God promises to reward the faithful in Isa. 62:11. “The wage sin pays is death, but God’s 

free gift is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.” Rom. 6:23. Jesus promises to return in 

John 14:1–3. Revelation 21 is a description of the new heaven and the new earth, and New 

Jerusalem descending from heaven to earth. Matt. 25:20–23, is the parable of the talents, and how 

the master deals with those he has entrusted with his wealth. “We are heirs of God, and heirs 

together with Christ.” Romans 8:17. 

 

Comment 

In his dealings with humanity, is God making demands that have no real sense but which can 

test for faithfulness, or is God inherently reasonable and acting from an objective, not a subjective, 

position.  

In the account of the Fall in Genesis 3, the serpent accuses God of acting arbitrarily in not 

giving good to his created beings: 

“‘You certainly won’t die,’ the serpent told Eve. ‘It’s because God knows that as soon as you 

eat it, you’ll see things differently, and you’ll be like God, knowing both what is good and what is 

evil.’” Genesis 3:4, 5 FBV. God is an arbitrary and hostile God, creating not out of love, but for 

blind obedience, not wanting loving acceptance but fearful compliance. That is the charge of Satan, 

God’s Accuser. 

Similarly Satan accuses God and Job of a relationship built on reciprocal benefit, a mutually 

self-serving contract by which God “buys” Job’s loyalty by providing material prosperity, family 

blessings, and personal health: 



“‘Is it for nothing that Job respects God?’ Satan answered. ‘You’ve placed a protective fence 

around him and his family—in fact around everything he has. You have blessed everything he 

does. His flocks and herds have increased so much they fill the whole land! But if you reach out 

and take everything he has, he will definitely curse you to your face.’” Job 1:9-11 FBV. 

God allows the Accuser to do his worst to answer the charge that Job’s relationship to God is 

based on the fulfillment by Job of God’s arbitrary commands. Satan’s allegation is that this is 

purely a contract-based relationship, without any genuine appreciation of God and his character. In 

other words, there is no true love for God as he truly is. Then comes the Accuser’s ultimate 

challenge—that Job will demonstrate he is operating in fulfillment of God’s arbitrary demands if 

Job experiences physical pain and sickness. Satan alleges that this is where the contract basis will 

be clearly seen. He asserts that God’s  true capriciousness and fickle, demanding nature will be 

unmasked as Job relates to him as an unthinking servant blindly trying to follow his arbitrary 

impositions. That’s why Satan says: 

“‘Skin for skin!’ Satan replied. ‘A man will give up everything to save his life. 5 But reach out 

and hurt his bones and his flesh, and he will definitely curse you to your face.’” Job 2:4, 5 FBV. 

When there is no benefit from following God’s arbitrary demands, says Satan, then no one will 

willingly choose them. Instead God will be cursed as an illogical enforcer of unnecessary 

impositions, a divine Tyrant that seeks rigid and unthinking obedience to his arbitrary commands. 

In this way Satan clothes God with his own perverse and illogical character, demonstrating that 

in reality it is Satan who is the arbitrary and irrational one, not God. In the words of Rabindranath 

Tagore, “God seeks comrades and claims love, the Devil seeks slaves and claims obedience.” 

. One day, all the decisions will have been made, all the good news told, all people finally for or 

against. The truth about God has been fully expressed, the universe has seen God in his true light, 

and the Devil is shown to be the great deceiver. At the climax of history, at the height of the 

conflict, God comes for his own. One time in the past he came to his own, and his own received 

him not. Now he comes, and his own are there waiting, arms outstretched, weeping with joy as 

their saving God comes to take them home. 

“Look,” they say. “Here’s our God. We’ve waited for him, now he’s come to save us.” The 

most glorious day in all created time, the high spot of the eternal universe. Here comes the One we 

love, here is God our Friend, for he is faithful that promised. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

The earnest toil, the unselfish work, the patient, persevering effort, will be abundantly rewarded. 

Jesus will say, Henceforth I call you not servants, but friends. [See John 15:15.] The approval of 

the Master is not given because of the greatness of the work performed, but because of fidelity in 

all that has been done. It is not the results we attain, but the motives from which we act, that weigh 

with God. He prizes goodness and faithfulness above all else.  {GW 267} 

Only by faithfulness in the little things can the soul be trained to act with fidelity under larger 

responsibilities. God brought Daniel and his fellows into connection with the great men of 

Babylon, that these heathen men might become acquainted with the principles of true religion. In 

the midst of a nation of idolaters, Daniel was to represent the character of God. How did he become 

fitted for a position of so great trust and honor? It was his faithfulness in the little things that gave 

complexion to his whole life. {COL 356} 

Man is measured by his consecration and faithfulness in working out the will of God. If the 

remnant people of God will walk before Him in humility and faith, He will carry out through them 

His eternal purpose, enabling them to work harmoniously in giving to the world the truth as it is in 

Jesus. He will use all—men, women, and children—in making the light shine forth to the world 

and calling out a people that will be true to His commandments. Through the faith that His people 

exercise in Him, God will make known to the world that He is the true God, the God of Israel.  {9T 

274} 
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