
11. Managing in Tough Times (1Q 2023—Managing for the Master—Till He Comes) 

 

Biblical material: 2 Chron. 20:1–22, 1 Chron. 21:1–14, 2 Pet. 3:3–12, 1 John 2:15–17, Rev. 13:11–

17; Psalm 50:14, 15. 
 

Quotes 

• When troubles come may prayer be your automatic response. Billy Graham 

• When people come to you for help, do not turn them off with pious words, saying, 'Have 

faith and take your troubles to God.' Act instead as though there were no God, as though 

there were only one person in the world who could help—only yourself. Martin Buber 

• When our troubles are many we are often by grace made courageous in serving our God; 

we feel that we have nothing to live for in this world, and we are driven, by hope of the 

world to come, to exhibit zeal, self-denial, and industry. Charles Spurgeon 

• If you would escape your troubles, you need not another place but another personality. 

Seneca 

• Share the simple love of Jesus with someone in these troubled times. Everyone is shaking 

inside. Mike Hayes  

• When a man turns to Christ and seems to be getting on pretty well (in the sense that some of 

his bad habits are now corrected) he often feels that it would now be natural if things went 

fairly smoothly. When troubles come along—illnesses, money troubles, new kinds of 

temptation—he is disappointed. These things, he feels, might have been necessary to rouse 

him and make him repent in his bad old days; but why now? Because God is forcing him 

on, or up, to a higher level: putting him into situations where he will have to be very much 

braver, or more patient, or more loving, than he ever dreamed of being before. It seems to 

us all unnecessary: but that is because we have not yet had the slightest notion of the 

tremendous thing He means to make of us. C.S. Lewis 

 

Questions 

 If God is in control, why doesn’t he prevent troubles coming our way? How can we be 

deceived in the way we understand what is happening to us? How does the Devil use troubles to 

lead us away from God? How does this relate to the issues in the great controversy? What should 

be our response to the challenges of life? 

 

Bible summary 

 2 Chron. 20:1–22 records the defeat of the Moabites, Ammonites, and Meunites by the Lord at the 

request of king Jehoshaphat. David’s mistake of censusing Israel is detailed in 1 Chron. 21:1–14. 2 

Pet. 3:3–12 speaks of those who come in the last days, mocking and deriding the truth. 1 John 2:15–

17 tells us not to love the things of this world. Rev. 13:11–17 describes the lamb-like beast that rises 

from the earth and who deceives those who live on the earth. God tells us to call on him when we’re 

in trouble (Psalm 50:14, 15). 

 

Comment 

“The world is too much with us; late and soon, 

          Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers…” William Wordsworth 

 

The world is too much with us. It infiltrates every aspect of our lives, filling our minds with 

thoughts that lead us far from where we need to be. The frantic pace of life that is required so we 

can tell each other how busy we are, the survival of the fittest in the workplace, the grasping after 

everything we don’t really need… 



For what is the sum of who we are? How do we want to define ourselves? The one with the 

most toys at the end of the game is the winner? And is life just such a crass game of grabbing every 

possession we can?  Or does my life not consist of the abundance of things I possess? 

The rule seems to be: you can’t ever have too much of any thing. The trouble with things is that 

we quickly discover they don’t really satisfy, but we follow the pointless rule anyway—for what 

else is there?  Miserable rich people in fancy houses, living out their lives of quiet desperation. The 

poor really being better off, because they still fantasize about how money will end all their 

troubles. And between all us haves and have-nots, we vividly illustrate the bankrupt nature of our 

value system. 

Yet the TV still tells us to be happy we need to buy this product or that. Our neighbors still lay 

down the gauntlet of competition, trying to keep up with the Joneses. And we still fall for the bait 

of materialism and pleasure, fighting to get as much as we can for ourselves so we can we idle our 

vacation time away on some distant sandy beach, wondering why none of this makes us really 

happy… 

The world is too much with us. Late and soon. Sooner rather than later, the emptiness of life 

catches up with us, and nothing seems to matter, anything at all. For what’s the profit of gaining the 

whole world, if it doesn’t satisfy the longing of the soul?—and that’s what’s dying inside anyway. 

No wonder so many give up on life before it’s over, resigned to nothingness and emptiness, while 

still reserving a tiny part that wishes it were not so. It’s all vanity, a chasing after the wind. For 

nothing here seems to really be worthwhile; all our achievements, all our fashion and style, are as 

filthy rags. For this, for everything, we are out of tune. 

Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers. That’s what consumerism is—all this getting 

and spending. Money making the world go round, loving it so much that we spread the root of all 

evil. Retail therapy now the number one pastime—going shopping just to pass the time. So we can 

talk about our latest acquisition, show off what we own, conveniently forgetting that we can’t take 

any of it with us… We desperately seek to maximize our income so we can spend more and 

more—and what’s the point in that? All we do with such a preoccupation is to lay waste our 

powers, because we’re so focused on this getting and spending that nothing else matters. Look at 

this great Babylon that we have built! A city built on greed and fool’s gold that has no enduring 

value and passes away like the morning mist. For all we are, and all we have, is like a fading flower 

that falls and dies, not remembered at all.  

Is that where we want to be, our powers wasted in all this, this getting and spending that fills 

our lives until we’re done, and it’s game over before we realized this was just a game of 

distraction?  

Or do we have just this opportunity, this chance right now, to press the reset button and take the 

time to discover what does really matter, and how best to spend our time and our powers without 

laying them to waste?  

We need to realize that the world is too much with us. We can turn our backs on it, refuse to be 

suckered in to its futile system, and find what is of true worth. We are to value our lives as more 

than getting and spending. And we should make the most of our powers to live a fulfilled life 

before it’s too late! 

 

Ellen White Comments 

Into the experience of all there come times of keen disappointment and utter discouragement--

days when sorrow is the portion, and it is hard to believe that God is still the kind benefactor of His 

earthborn children; days when troubles harass the soul, till death seems preferable to life. It is then 

that many lose their hold on God. . . . Could we at such times discern with spiritual insight the 

meaning of God's providences we should see angels seeking to save us from ourselves, striving to 

plant our feet upon a foundation more firm than the everlasting hills, and new faith, new life, would 

spring into being....  {CC 213.3}   
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