
10. Giving Back (1Q 2023—Managing for the Master—Till He Comes) 

 

Biblical material: Luke 12:16–21, Eccles. 2:18–22, Prov. 27:23–27, 2 Cor. 4:18, Eccles. 5:10, 

Col. 1:15–17; Rev. 13:13. 

 

Quotes 

• A life lived for others is the only life worth living. Albert Einstein 

• I’ve learned that you shouldn’t go through life with a catcher's mitt on both hands. You 

need to be able to throw something back. Maya Angelou 

• When you learn, teach. When you get, give. Maya Angelou 

• Sometimes you can't pay it back, so you just have to pay it forward. Randy Pausch 

• When you mess up-fix it, when you fail-fall forward and learn, when you suffer loss-heal 

and always pay it forward. Val Uchendu 

• Giving back involves a certain amount of giving up. Colin Powell 

 

Questions 

 Why is it important to think about giving back? How do we avoid thinking that we gain credit 

for ourselves through giving? What is the best motivation for giving back? How can we “pay it 

forward” from a Christian perspective? Is Christian giving based on how we feel, or is it a matter 

of principle? How do we show gratitude for all of God’s gifts to us? 

 

Bible summary 

 Luke 12:16–21 is Jesus’ story about the man who planned to build bigger barns, yet died that 

night. In Eccles. 2:18–22 Solomon describes his frustration at the temporary nature of this world. 

Prov. 27:23–27 advises us to take care of what we have for wealth doesn’t last forever. We look 

forward to what can’t be seen (2 Cor. 4:18). “People who love money never have enough money; 

those who love wealth never have enough income. This too is so temporary and makes little 

sense.” Eccles. 5:10. Jesus is the image of the invisible God (Col. 1:15–17). Rev. 13:13 describes 

the miraculous power of the beast.  

 

Comment 

The tragedy of placing your confidence in wealth and possessions is that they cannot save you. 

In the end, you discover that all the physical things we value are worthless. That’s the reason for 

the weeping and the howling that James describes! Instead of amassing wealth, we are to use our 

means while we can. The only real value in money is to bring benefit, especially to others. You 

cannot eat money, or clothe yourself with it, or live in it. Ultimately in and of itself money is 

worthless unless it is used. Sitting in a bank it does nothing. Only as it is exchanged for things of 

utility is it worthwhile. Yes, you may think it brings you security for the future. But nothing lasts, 

least of all your life. And like the miser Scrooge, what real benefit was there sitting there counting 

his money? Only as he used it for good did Scrooge gain true benefit. 

This shows us a great deal about God and what is of real value in his universe. It is not in gold 

or silver, but in the currency of heaven: love, kindness, goodness, mercy, compassion, generosity, 

hospitality—all of which have to do with valuing the other rather than yourself. 

While we certainly need to be able to live, our blessing to others is in giving and sharing. It is 

not in keeping our means to ourselves. Why does God love a cheerful giver? Because it speaks 

about the giver—that the person is not self-centered, not primarily concerned about themselves, but 

wanting to share through giving so that others may benefit. In the same way that God gives above 

and beyond what we can ever imagine, we are share by giving—not simply to organizational 

causes, but to those we meet who need our help. 

All too often we can be so judgmental in our giving. It’s not just about having a lot of money, 

but the way you think about it. All too often those without money are as money-focused as the rich! 



No: the key is to recognize that we are to concern ourselves with the things of true value—about 

becoming rich toward God. 

Jesus is far more than simply an example of how to live our lives—though there is much we 

can learn by observing what he says and does. Most importantly he is our Saviour, and is not 

giving us the “recipe of salvation’—he is our salvation. He is God revealing who he is and how he 

acts—not just to us but the entire on-looking universe.  

His coming was to demonstrate God by living here in all our squalor and dying to save us. 

Jesus reveals a God who is incredibly generous, who wants to give us all good gifts—most 

supremely through the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

One of my all-time favorite expression-demonstrations is the story we normally call the 

Prodigal Son—but should really be called the Ever-loving Father, or even the Prodigal Father, 

since he is so totally generous! The image Jesus provides of the Father is a stunning one. One in 

which God gives and gives, and come running when we start to make our way home to him. 

No condemnation. Simple and heartfelt acceptance from the Father of love who wants us home 

with him. No condemnation—like Jesus’ attitude to the woman taken in adultery. No 

condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus Romans 8:1. 1 John describes the God who loves us 

even when our own hearts condemn us. Gos is so incredibly generous So why shouldn’t we be the 

same? 

I’ve had people tell me that the story of the Prodigal doesn’t represent the truth of the 

Atonement—even that Jesus wasn’t a theologian! But no—this is the truth: that the one who chose 

to be separated comes home, and that they are at one. It’s the legal, forensic older brother who does 

the complaining—the one who doesn’t value others or the restored relationship—the one who 

wants to be rewarded! The older brother is us! Let’s have no older brother talk, the attitude that 

does not speak well of God at all. Most of all he is not generously-minded, particularly to his long-

lost brother.  

Here’s a question for all of us: who do we want to be remembered as? What kind of person? 

And to what extent do we want to contribute to speaking well of God? Questions for all of us 

here—for true commitment is about living our lives now and forever with God, and for God. 

In the words of Scottish poet Robert Burns, “The heart that is generous and kind most 

resembles God.” 

 

Ellen White Comments 

A flood of light is shining from the word of God, and there must be an awakening to neglected 

opportunities. When all are faithful in giving back to God His own in tithes and offerings, the way 

will be opened for the world to hear the message for this time. If the hearts of God's people were 

filled with love for Christ, if every church member were thoroughly imbued with the spirit of self-

sacrifice, if all manifested thorough earnestness, there would be no lack of funds for home or 

foreign missions. Our resources would be multiplied; a thousand doors of usefulness would be 

opened, and we should be invited to enter. Had the purpose of God been carried out by His people 

in giving to the world the message of mercy, Christ would, ere this, have come to the earth, and the 

saints would have received their welcome into the city of God. {CCh 275-6} 

 “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). . . . Self-denial will bring into the 

treasury of God the means necessary to advance His work. Thus we may act in copartnership with 

Christ. Christ's followers consider that in giving back to the Lord His own they are receiving a 

blessing; for they are accumulating heavenly treasure, which will be given to them when they shall 

hear the “Well done, good and faithful servant; . . . enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” HP 300.4}   

Adversity, accident, or intrigue may cut off forever intended acts of benevolence, when he who 

has accumulated a fortune is no longer by to guard it.  It is sad that so many neglect the golden 

opportunity to do good in the present, but wait to be cast out of their stewardship before giving 

back to the Lord the means which He has lent them to be used for His glory.  {RY 95.1}   
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