
1. Part of God’s Family (1Q 2023—Managing for the Master—Till He Comes) 

 

Biblical material: Gal. 3:26, 29; Ps. 50:10–12; 1 Chron. 29:13, 14; Phil. 4:19; 1 John 5:3; 3:1; Matt. 

6:19–21. 
 

Quotes 

• There is no more consistent, pregnant, dynamic forum for instruction about life than the 

family, because that is exactly what God designed the family to be, a learning community. 

Paul David Tripp 

• The purpose of the Bible is simply to proclaim God’s plan to save His children. It asserts 

that man is lost and needs to be saved. And it communicates the message that Jesus is the 

God in the flesh sent to save His children. Max Lucado 

• You are a son or daughter of God. You are a child of the King. You are written into God's 

will, and you are an heir of everything God has. You are a beneficiary of the lavish love of 

God, which has changed you from failure to family. Grace not only cancels guilt and 

shame; grace redefines you. You are a beloved family member of God, and because of that 

you are given a seat at the table with Almighty God. Louie Giglio 

• The Christian family is missionary: it announces the love of God to the world. Pope 

Francis 

• In this Year of Faith, we pray to the Lord that the Church may always be a true family that 

brings God's love to everyone. Pope Francis  

• Cherish your family connections. They are one of God's greatest ways of demonstrating his 

love and fellowship. Norman Vincent Peale 

 

Questions 

What is my family? How do you define “the family of God”? What went wrong in God’s 

family, and when? What are the problem issues in his family? How are families important in our 

understanding of God? What happens when we don’t agree on the truth about the Father of our 

family? How do we best establish truth and right, and communicate this with others?  

 

Bible summary 

 In Galatians 3:26 Paul explains that “you are all God’s children through your trust in Christ 

Jesus.” Everything belongs to the Lord (Ps. 50:10–12). We give thanks to God, giving back to him 

since he has given all we have to us (1 Chron. 29:13, 14). God will fill us with everything we need 

(Phil. 4:19). We do as God says because we love him (1 John 5:3). “Look at the amazing kind of 

love the Father has for us! This is why we can be called God’s children—for that’s who we are!” (1 

John 3:1). We are not to store up earthly possessions (Matt. 6:19–21). 

 

Comment 

 Families help one another. That’s the bottom line, or at least it ought to be… However, the 

concept of being part of God’s family immediately prompts the question of what is God’s family—

and immediately we are transported to an immense universe of which our little planet is such an 

infinitesimal part. Straightaway we see the multitudinous faces of the onlooking ones, watching 

what is happening among this tiny but significant part of the universe-wide family. So the family to 

which we belong is far beyond our comprehension in number and scope. While our earthly families 

may provide some kind of model, and our church family too, it is the sense that we are truly part of 

this massively-extended family of God that should impact us. 

And when we read the story of the first human family in Genesis, we should realize all those 

implications there too. Adam and Eve were not the first of God’s created children. Nor were they 

the first to sin. The family of God was already disrupted by the rebellion of Satan. Adam and Eve 

were part of God’s answer, and when they failed, the family of God was damaged once more. This 



“lesson book of the universe” tells its story so eloquently of what sin truly is, how God responds, 

who he is, what he does, and how he finally restores family harmony. 

John 17 reveals the kind of family God is looking for. It is not based on blood relationship, 

lineage, or descent, but on the deliberate choice of right, an acceptance of God and his kingdom. 

The Father of this family does not rule by virtue of procreation or position or power, but by inviting 

choice and acceptance. Our heavenly Father is so different to an earthly father it is hard to 

comprehend, but God has chosen family relationships to most closely represent the relationships he 

wants with us. So it is indeed a good idea to look at these models, while recognizing they are but 

images of the perfection God has planned for us in our eternal relationship we each can have with 

him. 

This in turn means it all comes down to love. That can sound very trite. Love is a damaged 

word that can mean many things. But in the sense of the altruistic principles by which God runs his 

universe, then it means so much. That is what John is explaining in 1 John 4. So ultimately through 

the love we may find in family we can catch a glimpse of God’s love in his family. And despite all 

the failures and misrepresentation in our earthly families, we can “know and rely on the love God 

has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.” 1 John 4:16 NIV.  

God often has to work with us within the family of God to help us realize that all belong to it. 

As one Catholic textbook put it, “Jesus died for everyone, not just the people you know and like!” 

We need to see the totality of God’s family, and not be exclusive in any way. This means thinking 

beyond our world, and seeing ourselves as part of God’s family spread throughout the universe. 

This helps us understand our position, even if we have a special role as a spectacle to the universe. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

God would have our families symbols of the family in heaven. Let parents and children bear this 

in mind every day, relating themselves to one another as members of the family of God. Then their 

lives will be of such a character as to give to the world an object lesson of what families who love 

God and keep His commandments may be. Christ will be glorified; His peace and grace and love 

will pervade the family circle like a precious perfume.  {AH 17.2} 

By His life and His death, Christ has achieved even more than recovery from the ruin wrought 

through sin. It was Satan’s purpose to bring about an eternal separation between God and man; but 

in Christ we become more closely united to God than if we had never fallen…To assure us of His 

immutable counsel of peace, God gave His only-begotten Son to become one of the human family, 

forever to retain His human nature. This is the pledge that God will fulfill His word…God has 

adopted human nature in the person of His Son, and has carried the same into the highest heaven… 

In Christ the family of earth and the family of heaven are bound together. {DA 25-6}  

God would have our families symbols of the family in heaven. Let parents and children bear this 

in mind every day, relating themselves to one another as members of the family of God. Then their 

lives will be of such a character as to give to the world an object lesson of what families who love 

God and keep His commandments may be. Christ will be glorified; His peace and grace and love 

will pervade the family circle like a precious perfume.  {AH 17.2}   

o act of kindness shown in His name will fail to be recognized and rewarded. And in the same 

tender recognition Christ includes even the feeblest and lowliest of the family of God. "Whosoever 

shall give to drink," He says, "unto one of these little ones"--those who are as children in their faith 

and their knowledge of Christ--"a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto 

you, he shall in no wise lose his reward" (Matthew 10:42).  {CC 207.3}   

 Human beings belong to one great family,--the family of God. The Creator designed that 

they should respect and love one another, ever manifesting a pure, unselfish interest in one 

another's welfare. But Satan's aim has been to lead men to self first; and yielding themselves to his 

control, they have developed a selfishness that has filled the world with misery and strife, setting 

human beings at variance with one another.  {CS 24.1} 
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