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8. The Mission of Jesus (2Q 2015—The Book of Luke) 

 

Biblical material: Luke 15:4–7, 11–32; Luke 16:19–31; 18:35–43; 19:1–10. 

 

Quotes 

• The mission of Jesus brought not a new teaching but a new event. It brought to 

people an actual foretaste of the eschatological salvation. Jesus did not promise 

the forgiveness of sins; he bestowed it. He did not simple assure people of the 

future fellowship of the Kingdom; he invited them into fellowship with himself as 

the bearer of the Kingdom. He did not merely promise them vindication in the day 

of judgment; he bestowed upon them the status of a present righteousness. He not 

only taught an eschatological deliverance from physical evil; he went about 

demonstrating the redeeming power of the Kingdom, delivering people from 

sickness and even death. George Eldon Ladd 

• I have sometimes wondered why Jesus so frequently touched the people he 

healed, many of whom must have been unattractive, obviously diseased, 

unsanitary, smelly. With his power, he easily could have waved a magic wand. In 

fact, a wand would have reached more people than a touch. He could have divided 

the crowd into affinity groups and organized his miracles--paralyzed people over 

there, feverish people here, people with leprosy there--raising his hands to heal 

each group efficiently, en masse. But he chose not to. Jesus' mission was not 

chiefly a crusade against disease (if so, why did he leave so many unhealed in the 

world and tell followers to hush up details of healings?), but rather a ministry to 

individual people, some of whom happened to have a disease. He wanted those 

people, one by one, to feel his love and warmth and his full identification with 

them. Jesus knew he could not readily demonstrate love to a crowd, for love 

usually involves touching. Paul Brand 

  

Questions 

 How would you define Jesus’ mission? In what way does the Sermon on the 

Mount define Jesus and his mission? While Jesus was very much involved with 

humanity, what wider issues were also part of Jesus’ mission? How can we better explain 

to others what Jesus mission involved and how we are involved? 

 

Bible summary 

  Jesus describes his mission as finding the lost sheep (Luke 15:4–7) and the lost 

son (Luke 15:4–7). This parable has rightly become one of the best loved—not only 

because it speaks to our salvation but it describes the loving heart of the Father. In Luke 

16:19–31 Jesus tells the story of the rich man and Lazarus—not regarding life after death 

so much as how to live your life now! The healing of the blind man in Jericho (Luke 

18:35–43) is illustrative of how God wants to heal us so we can truly see. The conversion 

of Zacchaeus (Luke19:1–10) shows how we can truly change—and Jesus confirms that 

this why he came: “The Son of man came to search for and save those who are lost.” This 

all in the context of the great controversy demonstrating the true character of God who is 

the source of all that is good… 
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Comment 

The mission of Jesus was to reveal God—not in a theoretical way of imparting 

information, but with all the implications of the Biblical concept of “to know.” This 

intimate experience based on practical demonstration lies at the heart of our salvation and 

the response of God before the universe to the Devil’s charges. Nor does this mean that 

Jesus came to inaugurate a moral philosophy or be a wise teacher. His very presence 

brought salvation, for he is God incarnate, salvation made manifest. As C.S. Lewis writes 

in God in the Dock, “The idea of a great moral teacher saying what Christ said is out of 

the question…. We may note in passing that He was never regarded as a great moral 

teacher. He did not produce that effect on any of the people who actually met Him. He 

produced mainly three effects – Hatred – Terror – Adoration. There was no trace of 

people expressing mild approval.”  

 Jesus was the public demonstration of God. To use an old word, he was a 

gazingstock. (Meaning what?) So what of us? Hebrews 10:33: “Ye were made a 

gazingstock.” The word translated gazingstock is theatrizomenoi. A theatre-like 

spectacle. A public and very valid demonstration.  

 Jesus lived, died, and rose again to show us what God is like, to set us right and 

keep us right with God. In this way he wins us back to love and trust him. He will save all 

those who have shown their trust in him. Making God known was Jesus’ mission: “While 

no one has ever seen God, God the one and only, who is close to the Father, has shown us 

what God is like.”(John 1:18 FBV.) Jesus said to Thomas: “If you had known me, you 

would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and you have seen him.” 

(John 14:7 FBV). And at the end of his prayer for his disciples, Jesus declares his mission 

accomplished: “I have revealed your character to them and will continue to make it 

known, so that the love you have for me will be in them, and I will live in them.” (John 

17:26 FBV).  

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Christ exalted the character of God, attributing to him the praise, and giving to 

him the credit, of the whole purpose of his own mission on earth,--to set men right 

through the revelation of God. In Christ was arrayed before men the paternal grace and 

the matchless perfections of the Father. In his prayer just before his crucifixion, he 

declared, "I have manifested thy name." "I have glorified thee on the earth; I have 

finished the work which thou gavest me to do." When the object of his mission was 

attained,--the revelation of God to the world,--the Son of God announced that his work 

was accomplished, and that the character of the Father was made manifest to men. {ST, 

January 20, 1890} 

 From the beginning of His ministry men began more clearly to comprehend the 

character of God. . . . Christ's mission on earth was to reveal to men that God was not a 

despot, but a heavenly Father, full of love and mercy for His children. He spoke of God 

by the endearing title of "My Father." . . .  {HP 14} 

 The object of our mission is the same as the object of Christ's mission. Why did 

God send his Son to the fallen world?--To make known to mankind his love for them. 

Christ came as a Redeemer. Throughout his ministry he kept prominent his mission to 

save sinners.  {RH, June 16, 1904} 

 
Prepared February 2, 2014 © Jonathan Gallagher 2014 
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9. Jesus, the Master Teacher (2Q 2015—The Book of Luke) 

 

Biblical material: Luke 8:22–25, 4:31–37, 6:20–49, 8:19–21, 10:25–37, Deut. 6:5. 

 

Quotes 

• The true teacher defends his pupils against his own personal influence. He 

inspires self-distrust. He guides their eyes from himself to the spirit that quickens 

him. He will have no disciple. Amos Bronson Alcott 

• A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops. Henry 

Adams 

• A good teacher, like a good entertainer first must hold his audience's attention, 

then he can teach his lesson. John Henrik Clarke  

• The mediocre teacher tells. The good teacher explains. The superior teacher 

demonstrates. The great teacher inspires. William Arthur Ward 

• To teach, learn. To learn, teach. Mokokoma Mokhonoana 

• A good teacher is like a candle--it consumes itself to light the way for others.  

Mustafa Kemal Atatürk 

 

Questions 
 What were the significant aspects of Jesus’ way of teaching? What can we learn 

from the Master Teacher? How does Luke in the events he relates show Jesus as the 

Master Teacher? What strikes you most about the attitude of Jesus in his teaching? How 

do the issues in the great controversy become clearer as a result? 

 

Bible summary 

 In Luke 8:22–25 Jesus calms the storm—but the significant aspect is his use of 

this event as a teachable moment, demonstrating in a very practical way the answer to 

their question, “Who is this that even the wind and waves obey him?” Similarly in his 

casting out of a demon recorded in Luke 4:31–37, the people ask: “What is this teaching? 

With power and authority he orders evil spirits to leave—and they do!” Luke 4:36 FBV. 

Luke 6:20–49 is part of the Sermon on the Plain, paralleling that in Matthew’s Sermon on 

the Mount. Here gain real insights into Jesus’ teaching. Even family ties are subordinate 

to the teaching mission (Luke 8:19–21). The story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25–

37) illustrates both the method and the content of Jesus’ teaching. Jesus reapplies Deut. 

6:5 in his summation of the commandments. 

 

Comment   
  The example of the Master Teacher provides us with invaluable insights into how to 

share God’s truth. Elementary in this is simplicity. No complicated words or language—the 

people understood his teaching without having to consult a dictionary. Added to this was 

Jesus’ use of story and picture-language. Through the use of every-day experiences, his 

parables illustrated deep spiritual truths in a way that was easy to understand and 

memorable. He “met the people where they were.” How often do we forget to do just that! 

 Jesus shared the plain, simple truth. He didn’t try to use technical terms or show off 

with long words that can so easily simply confuse the message. He wanted to communicate, 

and not have the adulation of people amazed at his language and oratory. In the best 
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communication self is put to one side and the only thing that matters is that the message is 

communicated. 

 Think of the difference between Jesus’ teaching methods and content and ours. How 

often our “message” goes something like this: 

“I want to tell you about present truth, recognizing the importance of the right arm 

of the message, as I seek to testify to justification and sanctification in persuading you, 

the lost, to accept Jesus into your heart and be covered by his blood becoming one of the 

Remnant and in turn committing yourself to work for all the precious souls lost in the 

World, not forgetting the Spirit of Prophecy and the Three Angels’ message, witnessing 

to the omnipotent plenitude of prevenient grace as exemplified in the theophany of the 

Messiah, co-eternal, co-essential, and co-equal with the Father, Jehovah the Almighty, 

whom you need to accept as your personal Savior.” 

The person you’re “communicating” with shakes their head in confusion and yet 

you still ask, “Do you believe it?” Believe in what?! 

We may think we know what we're saying, but it is very doubtful that we are 

communicating in any meaningful way with those outside of our community. It is not just 

internal jargon or theological terms either—it is the very way we think and act.  

Before communication is possible, there must be an agreed common language—

and by language I don’t mean just English. You have to communicate using recognizable 

ideas and concepts.  For when we use even simple language like: “Jesus died for you,” or 

“Let Christ come into your heart,” we need to explain what we mean. It should be no 

surprise that Jesus used picture language and stories to explain deep spiritual truths. How 

often does he say “The kingdom of God is like…”?  

 It’s all too easy not to teach in a meaningful way. Let’s decide to follow the example 

of the Master Teacher and constructively convey God’s truth. 

 

Ellen White Comments  

 He who seeks to transform humanity must himself understand humanity. Only 

through sympathy, faith, and love can men be reached and uplifted. Here Christ stands 

revealed as the Master Teacher; of all that ever dwelt on the earth, He alone has perfect 

understanding of the human soul. {Ed 78} 

 There is another kind of education that is very different. Its fundamental principle, 

as stated by the greatest Teacher the world has ever known, is, "Seek ye first the kingdom 

of God, and his righteousness" (Matt. 6:33). Its aim is not selfish; its purpose is to honor 

God. . . . God is the source of all wisdom. He is infinitely wise and just and good. Apart 

from Christ, the wisest men that ever lived cannot comprehend Him. They may profess to 

be wise; they may glory in their attainments; but mere intellectual knowledge, aside from 

the great truths that center in Christ, is as nothingness. . . .  {HP 143.3} 

 Christ came to preach the gospel to the poor. He reached the people where they 

were. He brought plain, simple truth to their comprehension. How simple His language! 

Even the poorest, the unlearned and ignorant, could understand Him. Not one needed go 

to a dictionary to obtain the meaning of the high-sounding titles or words that fell from 

the lips of the greatest Teacher the world ever knew. While the priests, the rulers, and the 

expounders of the law were considering themselves as the only teachers of the people, He 

told these learned rabbis that they were both ignorant of the Scriptures and of the power 

of God {RH July 19, 1887} 
Prepared February 2, 2014 © Jonathan Gallagher 2014 
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10. Following Jesus in Everyday Life (2Q 2015—The Book of Luke) 

 

Biblical material: Luke 11:37–54; 12:4–21, 35–53; Amos 6:1; Luke 8:4–15; 22:24–27. 

 

Quotes 

• Truth is a deep kindness that teaches us to be content in our everyday life and 

share with the people the same happiness. Khalil Gibran  

• In almost everything that touches our everyday life on earth, God is pleased when 

we're pleased. He wills that we be as free as birds to soar and sing our maker's 

praise without anxiety. Aiden Wilson Tozer  

• Religion always remains higher than everyday life. In order to make the elevation 

towards religion easier for people, religion must be able to alter its forms in 

relation to the consciousness of modern man. Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn  

• There is no religion in which everyday life is not considered a prison; there is no 

philosophy or ideology that does not think that we live in alienation. Eugene 

Ionesco  

• The Christian ideal has not been tried and found wanting. It has been found 

difficult; and left untried. G.K. Chesterton 

 

Questions 

 What does Luke show us about the way Jesus lived? What can we learn from 

this? Why is it easy to believe doctrines but hard to live a Christian life? If we realize that 

who we are is demonstrated by the lives we live, why don’t we live differently? How can 

we represent Jesus and be a true spectacle to angels and human beings? 

 

Bible summary 

 Jesus’ condemnation of the religious rule system of the scribes and Pharisees 

(Luke 11:37–54) is significant because all these requirements greatly affected the daily 

life of the people. In particular he focused on the minute demands that missed the really 

important aspects of life. To the lawyers he said, “You place burdens on people that are 

too hard to carry, but you don’t lift a finger to help them.” Luke 11:46 FBV. In other 

words, the impact on daily life was great, but they didn’t care. In Luke 12 Jesus advises 

people how to live: how to trust in the Holy Spirit to speak for you; not to value who you 

are by your possessions; the pointlessness of storing up treasure; not to be concerned 

about food and clothes; be ready for the Lord’s return. By telling the parable of the Sower 

(Luke 8:4–15) Jesus made spiritual concepts real in the minds of his hearers. Jesus says 

(Luke 22:24–27) we should not look for power, but to be servants of one another. Amos 

6:1 speaks woes to those in power and position.  

 

Comment  
 Jesus is very much on the side of the ordinary people who are trying to live their 

lives, and opposes the burdens laid on them by the religious leaders. The problem the 

Pharisees had was a false estimate of their righteousness, and a false picture of God, and 

they placed such perceptions upon the people who suffered as a result.  

 “Who is this who’s speaking blasphemies?” they asked. “Who can forgive sins? 

Only God can do that!”asked the Pharisees. (Luke 5:21 FBV). True enough. Only God 
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can forgive sins. But as Jesus wanted to point out, their view was one of the need for 

legal forgiveness in order to receive God's blessings. An exterior kind of work, a 

ritualized concept of salvation.   

But Jesus points them back to what salvation really is by saying to them: “‘Why 

are you thinking to question this? What is easier? To say your sins are forgiven, or to say 

get up and walk? However I will prove to you that the Son of man has the authority here 

on earth to forgive sins.’ Then he said to the paralyzed man, ‘I tell you: Get up, pick up 

your mat, and go home.’” (Luke 5:22-24 FBV).  

In the Pharisees' minds which was easier? To heal or to forgive sins? Obviously 

they could handle Jesus as "just another miracle worker who heals" but not as someone 

who went around forgiving sins. The Pharisees had developed a very meticulous set of 

rules and regulations for achieving forgiveness. Their idea of salvation was of strict 

observance to the ceremonies and rituals. So when Jesus comes around saying he is able 

to forgive sins, they react violently against him.  

 The emphasis of the scribes and Pharisees—in fact all those who support the 

religious establishment—is on legality and form of religion which is the very opposite of 

Jesus’ life and teachings. Their attitude led to the killing of Jesus precisely because he did 

not appear to obey the letter of the law.  

 This is the sad story of how God is misrepresented, exhibiting the immense 

dangers of setting up a system of ritual observance and legal contract. The Pharisees 

thought they were special, repositories of God’s system of salvation. But theirs was no 

system of salvation at all, rather a means of enslavement that led to mechanical worship 

and personal guilt. That’s why Jesus reserved his strongest condemnation for such who 

thought they were “true followers of God,” calling them hypocrites and white-washed 

sepulchers. There is nothing life-giving in such a crippling system of punishment and 

penance. 

To save their system they were willing to sacrifice one man for the sake of the 

people, to forfeit the principles of truth and right and love, and to engineer the cruel death 

of an innocent man. 

Instead all these demanding rules Jesus emphasizes the importance of a personal 

relationship with God, and doing what is right because it is right. Rejecting the thinking 

of the religious leaders of his time, Jesus points people to look beyond to the spiritual 

realities. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 It requires much more grace and stern discipline of character to work for God in 

the capacity of mechanic, merchant, lawyer, or farmer, carrying the precepts of 

Christianity into the ordinary business of life, than to labor as an acknowledged 

missionary in the open field, where one's position is understood and half its difficulties 

obviated by that very fact. It requires strong spiritual nerve and muscle to carry religion 

into the workshop and business office, sanctifying the details of everyday life, and 

ordering every worldly transaction to the standard of a Bible Christian.  {CG 358-9}

 We must deny self, take up the cross, and follow Jesus. Not one of us can reach 

heaven, save by the narrow, cross-bearing way. But how many wear the cross as an 

ornament on the person, but fail to bear the cross in practical, everyday life.  {LHU 245} 

 
Prepared February 2, 2014 © Jonathan Gallagher 2014 
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11. The Kingdom of God (2Q 2015—The Book of Luke) 

 

Biblical material: Luke 11:2; Luke 1:32, 33; 18:16–30; Luke 17:23, 24; Rev. 21:1–3; 

Luke 21:34–36. 

 

Quotes 

• They say they want the kingdom / But they don't want God in it. U2, The 

Wanderer 

• The kingdom of God is for the broken hearted. Fred Rogers  

• The only significance of life consists in helping to establish the kingdom of god; 

and this can be done only by means of the acknowledgment and profession of the 

truth by each one of us. Leo Nikolaevich Tolstoy 

• If we only had eyes to see and ears to hear and wits to understand, we would 

know that the Kingdom of God in the sense of holiness, goodness, beauty is as 

close as breathing and is crying out to born both within ourselves and within the 

world; we would know that the Kingdom of God is what we all of us hunger for 

above all other things even when we don’t know its name or realize that it’s what 

we’re starving to death for. The Kingdom of God is where our best dreams come 

from and our truest prayers. We glimpse it at those moments when we find 

ourselves being better than we are and wiser than we know. We catch sight of it 

when at some moment of crisis a strength seems to come to us that is greater than 

our own strength. The Kingdom of God is where we belong. It is home, and 

whether we realize it or not, I think we are all of us homesick for it.  Frederick 

Buechner 

 

Questions 

 Why did Jesus choose to use the term “kingdom of God”? What are its various 

meanings? What is our role in the kingdom of God? How do the inhabitants of God’s 

kingdom behave? In a world that has very few kingdoms, how do we best explain God’s 

kingdom? What kind of king is he? 

 

Bible summary 

 Jesus taught us to pray for God’s coming kingdom (Luke 11:2). Jesus’ kingdom 

will never come to an end (Luke 1:32, 33). The inhabitants of God’s kingdom are like 

little children; the rich find it hard to enter (Luke 18:16–30). The final arrival of God’s 

kingdom will be very visible (Luke 17:23, 24).  Rev. 21:1–3 tells us: “Then I saw a new 

heaven and a new earth. The first heaven and the first earth had disappeared, and the sea 

no longer existed. I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, descending from God out of 

heaven, prepared like a bride made beautiful for her husband. I heard a loud voice from 

the throne say, “Now God’s home is with human beings and he will live with them. They 

will be his people. God himself will be with them as their God.” We are to watch and be 

ready for God’s kingdom (Luke 21:34–36). 

 

Comment  

 Jesus describes the kingdom of God as very different to the world we live in.  
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Its values are inverted; its principles reversed; in comparison to our world the 

kingdom of God is “mirror-land.” Jesus turns our value systems around, and all that this 

world sees as important is reversed in God’s kingdom. Priorities are switched and 

“reality” seems back-to-front. Yet this is “real reality” according to Jesus—it is we who 

have been living in a topsy-turvy world. 

 Mirrors not only reverse, however. They also show us the way we are and point 

out who we are. They reveal to our eyes what is actually there, not what we would like to 

be there. If we do not take time to look in the mirror, then we cannot see ourselves… 

 In his sermon on the mount, Jesus explained this mirror-land, where values are 

very different to those we expect. The Beatitudes reveal those who are truly blessed 

(happy), because their present state will be reversed etc. A mirror that shows us the real 

nature of God’s kingdom. Remember also Jesus’ comment at the very end, “My kingdom 

is not of this world.” 

 For the first shall be last, and the last first. The proud abased, the humble exalted. 

Those who seek to save their lives will lose them. In these “reversal sayings” Jesus 

speaks of opposites and antithesis of popular views, especially of religion. He shows us 

that popularity and achievement in the world’s eyes are very insignificant in the eyes of 

God. In his parables—for example the Pharisee and publican, or the Good Samaritan, 

Jesus reveals he is so much at odds with the way the world views things… 

 “You have heard it said, but I say to you,” Jesus tells his audience, extending and 

expanding on previous commands, demonstrating the real meaning behind them. He tells 

them to “seek first the kingdom of God,” in other words set priorities straight according 

to God’s mirror-land.  

 For in truth and in fact, it is we who live in mirror-land—the opposite of the way 

things really are. We live in a world that has perverted God’s value system and the way 

things should be? We are the “anti-matter” world, the anti-God, the opposite of what God 

intended. As we return to what is truly real, we are the example—the players in the 

theatre of the universe—the inhabitants of God’s kingdom. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The Teacher from heaven, no less a personage than the Son of God, came to earth 

to reveal the character of the Father to men, that they might worship him in spirit and in 

truth. Christ revealed to men the fact that the strictest adherence to ceremony and form 

would not save them; for the kingdom of God was spiritual in its nature. Christ came to 

the world to sow it with truth. He held the keys to all the treasures of wisdom, and was 

able to open doors to science, and to reveal undiscovered stores of knowledge, were it 

essential to salvation. He presented to men that which was exactly contrary to the 

representations of the enemy in regard to the character of God, and sought to impress 

upon men the paternal love of the Father, who "so loved the world, that he gave his only 

begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 

life."  {CE 74} 

 The Lord Jesus Christ is the author of our being, and He is also the author of our 

redemption, and everyone who will enter the kingdom of God will develop a character 

that is the counterpart of the character of God.  {AG 246} 

 
Prepared February 2, 2014 © Jonathan Gallagher 2014 
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12. Jesus in Jerusalem (2Q 2015—The Book of Luke) 

 

Biblical material: Luke 19:28–40, Zech. 9:9, Luke 19:45–48, Matt. 21:12–17, Luke 

20:9–26. 

 

Quotes 

• If they can get you asking the wrong questions, they don't have to worry about 

answers. Thomas Pynchon 

• Sometimes the best answer to a question is another question.  Jean-Yves Leloup 

People often ask themselves the right questions. Where they fail is in answering 

the questions they ask themselves, and even there they do not fail by much. A 

single avenue of reasoning followed to its logical conclusion would bring them 

straight home to the truth. But they stop just short of it, over and over again. 

When they have only to reach out and grasp the idea that would explain 

everything, they decide that the search is hopeless. The search is never hopeless. 

There is no haystack so large that the needle in it cannot be found. But it takes 

time, it takes humility and a serious reason for searching. William Maxwell 

• Great is the power of steady misrepresentation. Charles Darwin 

• I will permit no man to narrow and degrade my soul by making me hate him. 

Booker T. Washington 

• Hatred is the coward's revenge for being intimidated. George Bernard Shaw 

• Love, respect, friendship, do not unite people as much as a common hatred for 

something. Anton Chekhov 

 

Questions 

 How did such a triumphal entry so quickly turn to rejection? What lay behind the 

various questions Jesus was asked? How do these various attacks on Jesus mirror the 

issues in the great controversy? What can we learn from his responses? Knowing where 

all this was leading, how is Jesus’ behavior that much more inspiring? 

 

Bible summary 

  Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem is recorded in Luke 19:28–40, fulfilling 

Zech. 9:9. In the Temple he throws out the vendors, provoking hostility from the priests 

and leaders (Luke 19:45–48; Matt. 21:12–17). Luke 20 gives us some examples of how 

Jesus was questioned—about his authority, about his role, about who he really is. Jesus 

tells the story of the tenant farmers who abuse the lord’s servants, and eventually kill his 

son. Jesus then is asked about paying taxes, and he gives his great answer. He deals 

adroitly with the Sadducees question regarding resurrection. He then asks them about 

their conceptions regarding the Messiah, and warns the people against the behavior of the 

teachers of the law. 

 

Comment 

 The triumphal entry into Jerusalem soon takes a different tone as the various 

leaders there try to discredit Jesus. Their loaded questions seeking to entrap him are 

answered eloquently—but this only makes them more determined to destroy Jesus and 
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his influence. Among the people, adulation eventually gives way to rejection, for this is 

the beginning of the end.  

 But there is much to learn during Jesus final visit to Jerusalem. We see his role in 

clearer focus as his enemies use all kinds of techniques to counter his message. They 

don’t want this kind of God, so the try to shoot the messenger. Instead of asking whether 

what Jesus teaches is the truth, they demand to know “on what authority” he is acting. 

Instead of admitting that the parable to the tenants describes them and their evil actions, 

they just want to kill him. Instead of asking genuine questions, “they sent spies who 

pretended to be sincere. They tried to catch Jesus out in something he said so they could 

hand him over to the power and authority of the governor.” Luke 20:20 FBV. 

 Rather than deal honestly with Jesus, they show their true nature by their 

underhanded tactics that were designed to get Jesus into trouble so that they could accuse 

him and have him judicially punished. How this reveals the true nature of the conflict 

over God’s nature and character! In the same way as Lucifer used deceptive and 

misleading ways to criticize and condemn God and his use of power, so too Lucifer is 

behind these attacks on Jesus. 

 Jesus answers honestly and directly, employing great wisdom in not becoming 

offended or hostile, but seeking to win the argument by appeal to reason and 

demonstrating what is truly good. We see here some truly helpful ways in which we can 

respond when falsely accused or when people try to manipulate us. 

 Of course Jesus knew where all this was headed. He knew their murderous 

intentions. But for the sake of the people who were still undecided he wanted to give 

them proof of God and his righteousness, trying to help them see the truth and make the 

right decisions. Knowing the end, Jesus still seeks to save and heal those who are lost and 

dying. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Scribes, priests, and rulers were all silenced. Baffled and disappointed, they stood 

with lowering brows, not daring to press further questions upon Christ. By their 

cowardice and indecision they had in a great measure forfeited the respect of the people, 

who now stood by, amused to see these proud, self-righteous men defeated.  

All these sayings and doings of Christ were important, and their influence was to 

be felt in an ever-increasing degree after His crucifixion and ascension. Many of those 

who had anxiously awaited the result of the questioning of Jesus were finally to become 

His disciples, first drawn toward Him by His words on that eventful day. The scene in the 

temple court was never to fade from their minds… But as the popular feeling turned in 

His favor, the hatred of the priests toward Jesus increased. The wisdom by which He 

escaped the snares set for His feet, being a new evidence of His divinity, added fuel to 

their wrath.  

In His contest with the rabbis, it was not Christ's purpose to humiliate His 

opponents. He was not glad to see them in a hard place. He had an important lesson to 

teach. He had mortified His enemies by allowing them to be entangled in the net they had 

spread for Him. {DA 594-5} 

 We are to study the revelation that Christ, the Great Teacher, has given of the 

character of God, that in spirit and word and act we may represent Him to those who 

know Him not.  {MM 92} 
Prepared February 2, 2014 © Jonathan Gallagher 2014 
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13. Crucified and Risen (2Q 2015—The Book of Luke) 

 

Biblical material: Gen. 3:1–6, Luke 22:39–46, 2 Cor. 13:8, Luke 22:53, Matt. 12:30, 1 

Cor. 15:14. 

 

Quotes 

• If Jesus Christ was who He claimed to be, and He did die on a cross at a point of 

time in history, then, for all history past and all history future it is relevant 

because that is the very focal point for forgiveness and redemption.  

Josh McDowell 

• A man who was completely innocent, offered himself as a sacrifice for the good 

of others, including his enemies, and became the ransom of the world. It was a 

perfect act. Mahatma Gandhi 

• The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is the crowning proof of 

Christianity. If the resurrection did not take place, then Christianity is a false 

religion. If it did take place, then Christ is God and the Christian faith is absolute 

truth. Henry Morris 

• Without the resurrection, the cross is just another piece of bad news. C. Scriven 
 

Questions 

 Why is it so important to make sure we always speak of the resurrection as well as 

the cross? How does the cross and resurrection show God’s true nature? What about 

issues of payment and justice—how do they fit in? What answers do the cross and 

resurrection provide? How do we now understand God and his actions? 

 

Bible summary 

  Gen. 3:1–6 details the circumstances of the Fall. Note in verse 3 that God said 

“You will surely die not “I will execute you.” Death is the inevitable result of sin, not a 

penalty imposed by God.  Jesus in Gethsemane asks for the cup to be taken away form 

him, but prays to do the Father’s will (Luke 22:39–46). The experience of Jesus in the 

Garden of Gethsemane is the opposite of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. 2 Cor. 

13:8 FBV tells us: “We can’t do anything against the truth, only for the truth.”  Jesus 

refers to the time when darkness reigns in Luke 22:53. The absolute separation of those 

who are good and those who evil is summed up by Jesus in Matt. 12:30 FBV: “Those 

who are not with me are against me, and those who do not gather together with me do the 

opposite: they are scattering.” The importance of the resurrection is emphasized by Paul 

in 1 Cor. 15:14 FBV: “If Christ isn’t raised, then our message we shared with you is 

pointless, and your trust in God is pointless too.” 

 

Comment 

The death of Jesus has been the subject of intense debate. While the gospels 

record the event, they do not become embroiled in theories of the atonement. Perhaps this 

is wisdom, for in trying to understand what it means, we can miss the message.  

One of the most essential aspects is to see the problem that God is dealing with. If 

we misunderstand the problem, then we will also misunderstand how he deals with it. 

Consequently the issues in the Great Controversy must be foremost in our minds as we 
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seek to explain the meaning of the death of Jesus. For in demonstrating God—“exegeting 

God,” as John puts it—Jesus at his death speaks in the clearest possible terms of the 

nature and character of the God he came to reveal. By his death he brings us back to him, 

by being lifted up he draws all of his created beings to the incredible sight of the full 

extent of his love. In this way he wins us back to love and trust, so that harmony can once 

again be restored—the atonement. So how did the angels need the atonement too? 

In the resurrection of Jesus there is no triumphalistic revenge, no settling of scores 

with those who killed him but rather the glorious establishment of the eternal kingdom, 

guaranteed by God through his giving of himself to save the dying from their self-

destruction.  

Those who stress the legal aspects of the crucifixion as payment of penalty and a 

transaction to propitiate God, the resurrection can often seem of lesser importance. In 

such a view the contractual aspects are met by the sacrifice, and our legal standing is 

consequently adjusted. For this the appeasement/payment/satisfaction aspects are the 

essential elements. However, this misses the importance of resurrection as preached by 

the early apostles. If legal payment was all, then why do Acts and the letters of the New 

Testament place such stress on the resurrection? Without the resurrection, as Paul makes 

clear, our faith would be in vain. It is the resurrection that is the guarantee, the proof, the 

demonstration of the intent of our trustworthy God to ensure we are forever with him. 

The cross without resurrection is indeed a dim prospect. 

 We live in the time between. The time between crucifixion and resurrection. 

Christ has come. He has revealed God to us, he has made salvation possible, he has been 

lifted up from the earth to draw all to him. And soon he will come again to complete the 

reality of that salvation, to take us to be with him where he is, to lift us up to heaven and 

draw us to himself, the time of our resurrection.  

 But for the moment we live in that in-between-time, between the “now already” 

and the “not yet.” Between the start of God’s plan to save, and the consummation of that 

plan. Between promise and fulfillment. Between “I have come” and “I will come again.” 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The forgiveness of sins is not the sole result of the death of Jesus. He made the 

infinite sacrifice, not only that sin might be removed, but that human nature might be 

restored, rebeautified, reconstructed from its ruins, and made fit for the presence of God.  

{5T 537} 

That which alone can effectually restrain from sin in this world of darkness, will 

prevent sin in heaven. The significance of the death of Christ will be seen by saints and 

angels. Fallen men could not have a home in the paradise of God without the Lamb slain 

from the foundation of the world. Shall we not then exalt the cross of Christ? The angels 

ascribe honor and glory to Christ, for even they are not secure except by looking to the 

sufferings of the Son of God. It is through the efficacy of the cross that the angels of 

heaven are guarded from apostasy. Without the cross they would be no more secure 

against evil than were the angels before the fall of Satan. Angelic perfection failed in 

heaven. Human perfection failed in Eden, the paradise of bliss… The plan of salvation, 

making manifest the justice and love of God, provides an eternal safeguard against 

defection in unfallen worlds, as well as among those who shall be redeemed by the blood 

of the Lamb. {5BC 1132} 
Prepared February 2, 2014 © Jonathan Gallagher 2014 


