
1 

 

7. Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and Prayer (2Q 2015—The Book of Luke) 

 

Biblical material: Luke 2:25–32, John 16:5–7, Luke 23:46, Luke 11:1–4, Matt. 7:21–23, 

Luke 11:9–13. 

 

Quotes 

• God loves to pour out His Spirit with power on those who will dare to align 

radically their purposes with His. Steve Childers 

• Those in whom the Spirit comes to live are God's new Temple. They are, 

individually and corporately, places where heaven and earth meet. N.T. Wright 

• The Word is light and the Holy Spirit is oxygen; to pray is to see and breathe. 

Gangai Victor 

• Prayer draws into the soul the Holy Spirit, and raises man to Heaven. Ephrem the 

Syrian (ca. 306 – 373) 

• The temple of God is the holy people in Jesus Christ. The Body of Christ is the 

living temple of God and of the new humanity. Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

• It is easy to use the phrase 'God's will for my life' as an excuse for inaction or 

even disobedience. ... My hope is that instead of searching for 'God's will for my 

life' each of us would learn to seek hard after 'the Spirit's leading in my life today.' 

May we learn to pray for an open and willing heart, to surrender to the Spirit's 

leading with that friend, child, spouse, circumstance, or decision in our lives right 

now. Francis Chan 

 

Questions 

 What do we learn from Luke regarding Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and prayer—both 

from what he taught and how he lived his life? If we know how important prayer is, why 

don’t we pray more often? How does the Holy Spirit work in our lives, and how can we 

spend more time with him? How do we really know we are doing God’s will? 

 

Bible summary 

The Holy Spirit was on Simeon, and he was promised he would see God’s 

Messiah before he died. He prayed with Jesus in his arms (Luke 2:25–32). Jesus gave 

recommendations on how to pray in Luke 11:1–13. The last verse is particularly 

significant: “You, even though you are evil, still know to give good gifts to your children, 

how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?” 

Luke 11:13 FBV. Jesus promises to send the Holy Spirit (John 16:5–7). Jesus called out 

to his Father from the cross and then gave his last breath (Luke 23:46). Those who do his 

Father’s will are his true disciples, says Jesus (Matt. 7:21–23). 

 

Comment  

 Jesus is far more than simply an example of how to live our lives—though there is 

much we can learn by observing what he says and does. Most importantly he is our 

Saviour, and is not giving us the “recipe of salvation’—he is our salvation. He is God 

revealing who he is and how he acts—not just to us but the entire on-looking universe.  

 His coming was to demonstrate God by living here in all our squalor and dying to 

save us. Jesus reveals a God who is incredibly generous, who wants to give us all good 



2 

 

gifts—most supremely through the presence of the Holy Spirit. Why should we not pray 

more, especially like Elisha for a double portion of the Spirit? 

 We need prayer. We need to ask, “Lord, teach us to pray.” As we recognize our need 

to pray, we often do not know how to pray, or why... But prayer is simply conversation with 

God, a deep and fundamental part of our relationship with him. 

 Prayer is an expression of God’s gift of freedom. God does not force, he waits to 

be asked. Not as some legal requirement, but because he will never cross the line of 

compulsion. He invites, he pleads, he waits—for us to come to him and ask for the 

limitless gifts he wants to give. 

We need to spend time connected with the Lord we profess to follow. As we read 

his Word and meditate on his will for us, we need to talk with him as the one who can 

most help us in our lives. Prayer is not some wish-list or demand, but talking to the one 

we love as our dearest and closest friend. 

 Jesus promised the Holy Spirit as our Comforter, Defender, Provider. He is the 

one who can meet all our needs, the one we can turn to in times of trouble and of joy. 

Jesus even said it would be better if he left for then the Spirit would come, and be present 

with all of us. The Spirit leads us into all truth. God wants us to believe for truth’s sake—

not because of spectacular signs or wonders. In fact, the presence of this kind of miracle-

working, the flamboyant, showy marvels, prove the wrong kind of attitude to faith, which 

should be true trust in the Lord. Miracles can get in the way and confuse people. Jesus 

never performed miracles for their own sake, but always for a very real reason. And he 

never performed a miracle to vindicate himself. So don’t make miracles the test of your 

faith. The real test is: Is it true? Is it in harmony with God’s word? Even the working of 

the Holy Spirit must be tested in this way. (See 1 John 4:1, 2).  

 May we all discover deeper prayer and the closer presence of the Spirit as we live 

our lives as a witness to our loving Lord! 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Prayer is the opening of the heart to God as to a friend.  Not that it is necessary, in 

order to make known to God what we are, but in order to enable us to receive Him.  Prayer 

does not bring God down to us, but brings us up to Him. {SC 64} 

 The darkness of the evil one encloses those who neglect to pray. The whispered 

temptations of the enemy entice them to sin; and it is all because they do not make use of the 

privileges that God has given them in the divine appointment of prayer. Why should the 

sons and daughters of God be reluctant to pray, when prayer is the key in the hand of faith to 

unlock heaven's storehouse, where are treasured the boundless resources of Omnipotence? 

{SC 94-5} 

 With the consecrated worker for God, in whatever place he may be, the Holy 

Spirit abides. The words spoken to the disciples are spoken also to us. The Comforter is 

ours as well as theirs. The Spirit furnishes the strength that sustains striving, wrestling 

souls in every emergency, amidst the hatred of the world, and the realization of their own 

failures and mistakes. In sorrow and affliction, when the outlook seems dark and the 

future perplexing, and we feel helpless and alone,--these are the times when, in answer to 

the prayer of faith, the Holy Spirit brings comfort to the heart.  {AA 51} 
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