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6. Women in the Ministry of Jesus (2Q 2015—The Book of Luke) 

 

Biblical material: Luke 1:39–55; 2:36–38; 7:11–17, 36–50; Rom. 10:17; Luke 8:1–3; 

18:1–8. 

 

Quotes 

• Women have always been the strong ones of the world. Coco Chanel  

• Feminism is the radical notion that women are human beings. Cheris Kramarae 

• To be a revolutionary you have to be a human being. You have to care about 

people who have no power. Jane Fonda 

• When we acknowledge God’s supreme role in our life and set our mind on Him, 

He enables us to be women of hope.  Elizabeth George 

• No doubt [past women of faith] were reproached for His name’s sake, and 

accounted mad women; but they had a faith which enabled them at that time to 

overcome the world, and by which they climbed up to heaven.  George Whitefield 

• Women of God can never be like women of the world. The world has enough 

women who are tough; we need women who are tender. There are enough women 

who are coarse; we need women who are kind. There are enough women who are 

rude; we need women who are refined. We have enough women of fame and 

fortune; we need more women of faith. We have enough greed; we need more 

goodness. We have enough vanity; we need more virtue. We have enough 

popularity; we need more purity. Margaret D. Nadauld  

 

Questions 

 Why is it significant to examine this subject? What role did women play in the 

life of Jesus? Why did Jesus really not speak to gender issues, especially among his 

disciples? What lessons are we meant to learn from Jesus’ example? How do differing 

ideas of the role of women in society impinge on us today? 

 

Bible summary 

 Luke 1:39–55 speaks of the involvement of two women—Mary and Elizabeth—in 

God’s coming to earth as Jesus. The prophet Anna welcomed the birth of Jesus (Luke 

1:39–55). Luke 7:11–17 records the miracle of raising the widow of Nain’s son. The 

woman who anointed Jesus’ feet is honored in Luke 7:36–50. Luke 8:1-3 FBV highlights 

the importance of women in Jesus’ ministry: “Soon after this Jesus went around the 

towns and villages announcing the good news of God’s kingdom. The twelve disciples 

went with him, along with a number of women who had been healed from evil spirits and 

sickness: Mary called Magdalene from whom he had cast out seven demons; Joanna, the 

wife of Herod’s manager Chuza; Susanna; and many more who provided support from 

their personal resources.” Luke 18:1–8 tells the story of the persistent widow.  

 

Comment  
 Luke in particular refers to the role of women in Jesus’ ministry. In fact Luke’s 

gospel contains more references to the part played by women than do the other gospels. 

The healing of Mary, the woman with the problem of bleeding, and the woman who 

anointed Jesus’ feet—these events show Luke’s emphasis on the involvement of women.  
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Even more significant is Luke 8, and its specific reference to Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 

Susanna, and other women were among the major financial supporters of Jesus’ ministry. 

It’s interesting to note that no man is identified in this way… 

Similarly Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, are very clearly valued 

disciples, and their home in Bethany one of Jesus’ favorite places where he could escape 

the crowds for a little while.  

Just as significant is the role of women at both the crucifixion and resurrection. 

Luke (23:49) records the women watching the crucifixion from a distance, while all the 

men had fled. He also relates the story (chapter 24) of the women’s visit to the tomb on 

that incredible Sunday morning. In fact, in at these most critical moments, it’s the women 

disciples that we see. 

But beyond this, Jesus really does not specifically address the issue of women in 

his ministry. He simply accepted all just as they were, without any question or gender 

prejudice. That is perhaps the most important aspect—that Jesus did not feel it necessary 

to make this an issue, or to make an “equal opportunity” statement! This is not surprising, 

because as the Creator of the Universe values all his created beings, his children.  

In his respectful yet direct conversation with the Samaritan woman at the well, 

Jesus revealed his open acceptance of all, regardless of gender. His disciples were 

surprised at his actions, and yet Jesus was concerned only to reach out to another of his 

children, despite the societal taboos that should have prevented him from even speaking 

to her. What we have here though is truly important—because it is demonstration, not 

simply statement. Jesus shows us what he really thinks! 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Their [James’ and John’s] mother was a follower of Christ, and had ministered to 

Him freely of her substance. {DA 548} 

 Among the believers to whom the commission was given, were many from the 

humbler walks of life,--men and women who had learned to love their Lord, and who had 

determined to follow his example of self-denying service. {RH, March 24, 1910}  

 The women who had been Christ's humble followers while He lived, would not 

leave Him until they saw Him laid in the tomb and a stone of great weight placed before 

the door, lest His enemies should seek to obtain His body. But they need not have feared; 

for I saw that the angelic host watched with untold interest in the resting place of Jesus, 

earnestly waiting for the command to act their part in liberating the King of glory from 

His prison house. {EW 180-1}  

 Mary then hastened with all speed to the disciples, and informed them that Jesus 

was not in the sepulcher where they had laid Him. While she was upon this errand, the 

other women, who waited for her at the sepulcher, made a more thorough examination of 

the interior, to satisfy themselves that their Lord was indeed gone. Suddenly they beheld 

a beautiful young man, clothed in shining garments, sitting by the sepulcher. It was the 

angel who had rolled away the stone, and who now assumed a character that would not 

terrify the women who had been the friends of Christ, and assisted Him in His public 

ministry. But notwithstanding the veiling of the brightness of the angel, the women were 

greatly amazed and terrified at the glory of the Lord which encircled him. They turned to 

flee from the sepulcher, but the heavenly messenger addressed them with soothing and 

comforting words. {3SP 199} 
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