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4. The Call to Discipleship (2Q 2015—The Book of Luke) 

 

Biblical material: Luke 5:1–11, 6:12–16, 9:1–6, Matt. 10:5–15, Luke 10:1–24, Luke 

9:23–25, Matt. 16:24–28. 

 

Quotes 

• It never cost a disciple anything to follow Jesus; to talk about cost when you are 

in love with anyone is an insult. Oswald Chambers 

• Christianity without discipleship is always Christianity without Christ. Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer 

• Jesus of Nazareth always comes asking disciples to follow him--not merely 

“accept him,” not merely “believe in him,” not merely “worship him,” but to 

follow him: one either follows Christ, or one does not. There is no 

compartmentalization of the faith, no realm, no sphere, no business, no politic in 

which the lordship of Christ will be excluded. We either make him Lord of all 

lords, or we deny him as Lord of any. Lee Camp 

• What makes authentic disciples is not visions, ecstasies, biblical mastery of 

chapter and verse, or spectacular success in the ministry, but a capacity for 

faithfulness. Buffeted by the fickle winds of failure, battered by their own unruly 

emotions, and bruised by rejection and ridicule, authentic disciples may have 

stumbled and frequently fallen, endured lapses and relapses, gotten handcuffed to 

the fleshpots and wandered into a far county. Yet, they kept coming back to Jesus. 

Brennan Manning 

• Individually the disciple and friend of Jesus who has learned to work shoulder to 

shoulder with his or her Lord stands in this world as a point of contact between 

heaven and earth, a kind of Jacob’s ladder by which the angels of God may 

ascend from and descend into human life. Thus the disciple stands as an envoy or 

a receiver by which the kingdom of God is conveyed into every quarter of human 

affairs. Dallas Willard 

 

Questions 

 What reasons does Jesus give to follow him? How do we know that we are truly 

his disciples? What is the basis for Jesus’ call, and what evidence does he provide? How 

do we keep going when troubles come? What do we learn from the experience of the 

Twelve? How does our decision to follow Jesus illustrate aspects of the cosmic conflict? 

 

Bible summary 

  The evidence provided by Jesus—his teaching and the miraculous catch of fish—

was what convinced Peter, James, and John to follow Jesus (Luke 5:1–11). The choosing 

of the Twelve is recorded in Luke 6:12–16. He sends them out to share the good news 

(Luke 9:1–6; also Matt. 10:5–15). The sending of the seventy is found in Luke 10:1–24. 

Regarding discipleship, Jesus explains that:“‘If any one of you wants to follow me, you 

must deny yourself, pick up your cross daily, and follow me,’ Jesus told all of them. ‘For 

if you want to save your life, you will lose it; and if you lose your life for my sake, you 

will save it. What do you benefit by gaining the whole world if you end up lost or 

destroyed?’” Luke 9:23–25 FBV, see also Matt. 16:24–28. 
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Comment 

Jesus’ calling of his disciples shows that God does not want us to follow blindly. 

By his teaching and the miracles he performed Jesus revealed both his divine nature and 

his trustworthiness. God does not ask us to believe without evidence. We always look for 

more, but the proof provided is sufficient. 

Sometimes we speak of the cost of discipleship, and yes, there are consequences 

to responding to the call to follow Jesus. But how do we measure such a cost, and is it 

right to speak of such a cost when there is such a reward? How do we “give up all and 

take up our cross”? Much of such thinking shows a hidden perception—that we in some 

way “pay” for the privilege of discipleship. Jesus told his disciples that they would suffer 

persecution, and they did. But they considered this totally worthwhile, for their lives were 

full of meaning and purpose, and nothing else mattered than sharing the good news. 

 It’s not hard to see why their attitude changed. The disciples had grown up 

learning about God from the religious leaders and the scribes. The picture they received 

was not a pleasant one. With all the rules and regulations, God seemed petty and nit-

picking. He also demanded sacrifices and strict observance of rituals that had lost their 

meaning for many. The concepts of God promoted by Jesus’ contemporaries were a long 

way from the truth, which is why Jesus spent so much time trying to correct them—

regarding the Sabbath for example.  

 But seeing Jesus, and being told by him that seeing him was seeing the Father, 

everything began to make much more sense—and God looked much more attractive. Of 

course this was a developmental process, and it took some time. But after Jesus’ death 

and resurrection they were so glad to be his disciples, and they turned the world upside-

down with their witness to the Lord they loved. 

 So too for us... If we are in love with the God that Jesus came to reveal, then what 

could be better than to tell others that God is wonderful—and totally unlike the picture 

painted by the Devil! Instead of counting the cost, we should be counting the riches, the 

privileges that come from knowing God as he is. We are the ones who have gained 

insights into the marvelous character of God. We see something of the reasons why God 

acts as he does in the context of the great controversy. And we trust in his saving grace 

that transforms us now, and will be made complete when he comes. How wonderful to be 

a follower of Jesus! 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 But a faithful performance of duty goes hand in hand with a right estimate of the 

character of God. There is earnest work to do for the Master. Christ came to preach the 

gospel to the poor, and He sent His disciples forth to do the same work He came to do. So 

He sends forth His workers today. Sheaves are to be gathered for Him from the highways 

and hedges. {HP 131} 

 Jesus does not call on us to follow Him, and then forsake us. If we surrender our 

lives to His service, we can never be placed in a position for which God has not made 

provision. Whatever may be our situation, we have a Guide to direct our way; whatever 

our perplexities, we have a sure Counselor; whatever our sorrow, bereavement, or 

loneliness, we have a sympathizing Friend.{GW 263} 

 
Prepared February 2, 2014 © Jonathan Gallagher 2014 

 


