
1 

 

3. Who is Jesus Christ? (2Q 2015—The Book of Luke) 

 

Biblical material: Luke 4:16–30, 6:5, Eph. 1:3–5, Luke 9:18–27, 2 Pet. 1:16–18. 

 

Quotes 

• I like your Christ, I do not like your Christians. Your Christians are so unlike your 

Christ. Mahatma Gandhi 

• Christ is the most unique person in history. No man can write a history of the 

human race without giving first and foremost place to the penniless teacher of 

Nazareth. H.G. Wells 

• Between Jesus and whomsoever else in the world there is no possible comparison. 

Napoleon Bonaparte 

• When the religious views of others interpose between us and the primary 

experience of Jesus as the Christ, we become unconvicted and unpersuasive travel 

agents handing out brochures to places we have never visited. Brennan Manning 

• Knowing God without knowing our own wretchedness makes for pride. Knowing 

our own wretchedness without knowing God makes for despair. Knowing Jesus 

Christ strikes the balance because he shows us both God and our own 

wretchedness. Blaise Pascal 

• I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often 

say about Him: I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t 

accept his claim to be God. That is the one thing we must not say. A man who 

was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great 

moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic—on the level with the man who says 

he is a poached egg—or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your 

choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or 

something worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him 

as a demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not 

come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He 

has not left that open to us. He did not intend to. C.S. Lewis 

 

Questions 

 Why is our answer to this question so significant? How do we explain this to 

others who are already prejudiced? How does our answer affect our whole perception of 

Jesus and his mission? What do we learn from Jesus’ contemporaries? Why didn’t Jesus 

make his divinity clearer? Why did so many people doubt? 

 

Bible summary 

 In Luke 9:18 FBV Jesus asked the question: ““All these crowds of people—who 

do they say I am?” Then in verse 20: “’But what about you?’ he asked. ‘Who do you say 

I am?’”  The answers ranged from John the Baptist, Elijah, or one of the prophets. Peter 

is the one who says Jesus is God’s Messiah. Luke 4:16–30 tells of Jesus at the synagogue 

in Nazareth, and his reading of Isaiah. His declaration that “This Scripture you’ve just 

heard has been fulfilled today!” (Luke 4:21 FBV) provoked attention, but when he 

pointed to the rejection of the prophets in the past, they became furious and tried to kill 

him. In Luke 6:5 he tells his hearers that the Son of man is Lord of the Sabbath. “Praise 
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God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with all that’s 

spiritually good in the heavenly world, just as he chose us to be in him before the 

beginning of this world, so that in love we could be holy and without fault before him. He 

decided in advance to adopt us as his children, working through Jesus Christ to bring us 

to himself. He was happy to do this because this is what he wanted.” Eph. 1:3-5 FBV. In 

2 Pet. 1:16–18 Peter explains that he and the other disciples were eyewitnesses of Jesus’ 

majesty, and had heard the voice speak from heaven.  

 

Comment  

Ever since his birth people have been arguing about Jesus… Why is there so 

much argument? Couldn’t Jesus have made it clearer? And if so, how? 

The real question is how you make up your mind. Is it because the concept is 

appealing? Is it because that’s what you’ve been taught? Is it because of feelings? How 

do you decide your own answer to the question, “who was Jesus?” 

Jesus invited answers to the question himself. The responses ranged from John the 

Baptist resurrected to the Prophet (of Deuteronomy) or “simply” a prophet. But Peter’s 

response is the one that comes from revelation coupled with demonstration—Peter has 

seen, and he is convinced. The belief is based on evidence, and this is just as true today. 

Then there’s the experience of “doubting” Thomas. But even there, Jesus did not 

make any appeal to “unreason” or blind faith—he specifically invited Thomas to examine 

the evidence. Jesus’ comment too must not be seen as an abdication of examination, but 

rather the confidence we can still have even though at a long distance in time and space 

from the original evidence. What God wants is clear thinking and logical analysis. This is 

not the same as what we call wisdom and knowledge from a humanistic perspective. God 

is not anti-reason, though we may not always understand. It is simply a question of 

capacity, not of a different methodology. 

Yet from today’s perspective, it still depends on what weight you give to the 

evidence. “Who was Jesus?” remains a matter of conviction, having reviewed the data. In 

the same way that God does not demand acceptance of his existence, Jesus does not 

demand acceptance of his divinity. He simply demonstrates, and through the testimony of 

both friends and enemies, he leaves us to make our decision.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

 By coming to dwell with us, Jesus was to reveal God both to men and to angels. 

He was the Word of God,—God’s thought made audible. In His prayer for His disciples 

He says, “I have declared unto them Thy name,”—”merciful and gracious, long-

suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth,”—”that the love wherewith Thou hast 

loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” But not alone for His earthborn children was 

this revelation given. Our little world is the lesson book of the universe. God’s wonderful 

purpose of grace, the mystery of redeeming love, is the theme into which “angels desire 

to look,” and it will be their study throughout endless ages. {DA 19-20} 

Who is Christ?--He is the only begotten Son of the living God. He is to the Father 

as a word that expresses the thought,--as a thought made audible. Christ is the word of 

God. Christ said to Philip, “He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father.” His words were 

the echo of God’s words. Christ was the likeness of God, the brightness of His glory, the 

express image of His person. {SD 21} 
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