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13. Crucified and Risen (2Q 2015—The Book of Luke) 

 

Biblical material: Gen. 3:1–6, Luke 22:39–46, 2 Cor. 13:8, Luke 22:53, Matt. 12:30, 1 

Cor. 15:14. 

 

Quotes 

• If Jesus Christ was who He claimed to be, and He did die on a cross at a point of 

time in history, then, for all history past and all history future it is relevant 

because that is the very focal point for forgiveness and redemption.  

Josh McDowell 

• A man who was completely innocent, offered himself as a sacrifice for the good 

of others, including his enemies, and became the ransom of the world. It was a 

perfect act. Mahatma Gandhi 

• The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is the crowning proof of 

Christianity. If the resurrection did not take place, then Christianity is a false 

religion. If it did take place, then Christ is God and the Christian faith is absolute 

truth. Henry Morris 

• Without the resurrection, the cross is just another piece of bad news. C. Scriven 
 

Questions 

 Why is it so important to make sure we always speak of the resurrection as well as 

the cross? How does the cross and resurrection show God’s true nature? What about 

issues of payment and justice—how do they fit in? What answers do the cross and 

resurrection provide? How do we now understand God and his actions? 

 

Bible summary 

  Gen. 3:1–6 details the circumstances of the Fall. Note in verse 3 that God said 

“You will surely die not “I will execute you.” Death is the inevitable result of sin, not a 

penalty imposed by God.  Jesus in Gethsemane asks for the cup to be taken away form 

him, but prays to do the Father’s will (Luke 22:39–46). The experience of Jesus in the 

Garden of Gethsemane is the opposite of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. 2 Cor. 

13:8 FBV tells us: “We can’t do anything against the truth, only for the truth.”  Jesus 

refers to the time when darkness reigns in Luke 22:53. The absolute separation of those 

who are good and those who evil is summed up by Jesus in Matt. 12:30 FBV: “Those 

who are not with me are against me, and those who do not gather together with me do the 

opposite: they are scattering.” The importance of the resurrection is emphasized by Paul 

in 1 Cor. 15:14 FBV: “If Christ isn’t raised, then our message we shared with you is 

pointless, and your trust in God is pointless too.” 

 

Comment 

The death of Jesus has been the subject of intense debate. While the gospels 

record the event, they do not become embroiled in theories of the atonement. Perhaps this 

is wisdom, for in trying to understand what it means, we can miss the message.  

One of the most essential aspects is to see the problem that God is dealing with. If 

we misunderstand the problem, then we will also misunderstand how he deals with it. 

Consequently the issues in the Great Controversy must be foremost in our minds as we 
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seek to explain the meaning of the death of Jesus. For in demonstrating God—“exegeting 

God,” as John puts it—Jesus at his death speaks in the clearest possible terms of the 

nature and character of the God he came to reveal. By his death he brings us back to him, 

by being lifted up he draws all of his created beings to the incredible sight of the full 

extent of his love. In this way he wins us back to love and trust, so that harmony can once 

again be restored—the atonement. So how did the angels need the atonement too? 

In the resurrection of Jesus there is no triumphalistic revenge, no settling of scores 

with those who killed him but rather the glorious establishment of the eternal kingdom, 

guaranteed by God through his giving of himself to save the dying from their self-

destruction.  

Those who stress the legal aspects of the crucifixion as payment of penalty and a 

transaction to propitiate God, the resurrection can often seem of lesser importance. In 

such a view the contractual aspects are met by the sacrifice, and our legal standing is 

consequently adjusted. For this the appeasement/payment/satisfaction aspects are the 

essential elements. However, this misses the importance of resurrection as preached by 

the early apostles. If legal payment was all, then why do Acts and the letters of the New 

Testament place such stress on the resurrection? Without the resurrection, as Paul makes 

clear, our faith would be in vain. It is the resurrection that is the guarantee, the proof, the 

demonstration of the intent of our trustworthy God to ensure we are forever with him. 

The cross without resurrection is indeed a dim prospect. 

 We live in the time between. The time between crucifixion and resurrection. 

Christ has come. He has revealed God to us, he has made salvation possible, he has been 

lifted up from the earth to draw all to him. And soon he will come again to complete the 

reality of that salvation, to take us to be with him where he is, to lift us up to heaven and 

draw us to himself, the time of our resurrection.  

 But for the moment we live in that in-between-time, between the “now already” 

and the “not yet.” Between the start of God’s plan to save, and the consummation of that 

plan. Between promise and fulfillment. Between “I have come” and “I will come again.” 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The forgiveness of sins is not the sole result of the death of Jesus. He made the 

infinite sacrifice, not only that sin might be removed, but that human nature might be 

restored, rebeautified, reconstructed from its ruins, and made fit for the presence of God.  

{5T 537} 

That which alone can effectually restrain from sin in this world of darkness, will 

prevent sin in heaven. The significance of the death of Christ will be seen by saints and 

angels. Fallen men could not have a home in the paradise of God without the Lamb slain 

from the foundation of the world. Shall we not then exalt the cross of Christ? The angels 

ascribe honor and glory to Christ, for even they are not secure except by looking to the 

sufferings of the Son of God. It is through the efficacy of the cross that the angels of 

heaven are guarded from apostasy. Without the cross they would be no more secure 

against evil than were the angels before the fall of Satan. Angelic perfection failed in 

heaven. Human perfection failed in Eden, the paradise of bliss… The plan of salvation, 

making manifest the justice and love of God, provides an eternal safeguard against 

defection in unfallen worlds, as well as among those who shall be redeemed by the blood 

of the Lamb. {5BC 1132} 
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