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12. Jesus in Jerusalem (2Q 2015—The Book of Luke) 

 

Biblical material: Luke 19:28–40, Zech. 9:9, Luke 19:45–48, Matt. 21:12–17, Luke 

20:9–26. 

 

Quotes 

• If they can get you asking the wrong questions, they don't have to worry about 

answers. Thomas Pynchon 

• Sometimes the best answer to a question is another question.  Jean-Yves Leloup 

People often ask themselves the right questions. Where they fail is in answering 

the questions they ask themselves, and even there they do not fail by much. A 

single avenue of reasoning followed to its logical conclusion would bring them 

straight home to the truth. But they stop just short of it, over and over again. 

When they have only to reach out and grasp the idea that would explain 

everything, they decide that the search is hopeless. The search is never hopeless. 

There is no haystack so large that the needle in it cannot be found. But it takes 

time, it takes humility and a serious reason for searching. William Maxwell 

• Great is the power of steady misrepresentation. Charles Darwin 

• I will permit no man to narrow and degrade my soul by making me hate him. 

Booker T. Washington 

• Hatred is the coward's revenge for being intimidated. George Bernard Shaw 

• Love, respect, friendship, do not unite people as much as a common hatred for 

something. Anton Chekhov 

 

Questions 

 How did such a triumphal entry so quickly turn to rejection? What lay behind the 

various questions Jesus was asked? How do these various attacks on Jesus mirror the 

issues in the great controversy? What can we learn from his responses? Knowing where 

all this was leading, how is Jesus’ behavior that much more inspiring? 

 

Bible summary 

  Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem is recorded in Luke 19:28–40, fulfilling 

Zech. 9:9. In the Temple he throws out the vendors, provoking hostility from the priests 

and leaders (Luke 19:45–48; Matt. 21:12–17). Luke 20 gives us some examples of how 

Jesus was questioned—about his authority, about his role, about who he really is. Jesus 

tells the story of the tenant farmers who abuse the lord’s servants, and eventually kill his 

son. Jesus then is asked about paying taxes, and he gives his great answer. He deals 

adroitly with the Sadducees question regarding resurrection. He then asks them about 

their conceptions regarding the Messiah, and warns the people against the behavior of the 

teachers of the law. 

 

Comment 

 The triumphal entry into Jerusalem soon takes a different tone as the various 

leaders there try to discredit Jesus. Their loaded questions seeking to entrap him are 

answered eloquently—but this only makes them more determined to destroy Jesus and 
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his influence. Among the people, adulation eventually gives way to rejection, for this is 

the beginning of the end.  

 But there is much to learn during Jesus final visit to Jerusalem. We see his role in 

clearer focus as his enemies use all kinds of techniques to counter his message. They 

don’t want this kind of God, so the try to shoot the messenger. Instead of asking whether 

what Jesus teaches is the truth, they demand to know “on what authority” he is acting. 

Instead of admitting that the parable to the tenants describes them and their evil actions, 

they just want to kill him. Instead of asking genuine questions, “they sent spies who 

pretended to be sincere. They tried to catch Jesus out in something he said so they could 

hand him over to the power and authority of the governor.” Luke 20:20 FBV. 

 Rather than deal honestly with Jesus, they show their true nature by their 

underhanded tactics that were designed to get Jesus into trouble so that they could accuse 

him and have him judicially punished. How this reveals the true nature of the conflict 

over God’s nature and character! In the same way as Lucifer used deceptive and 

misleading ways to criticize and condemn God and his use of power, so too Lucifer is 

behind these attacks on Jesus. 

 Jesus answers honestly and directly, employing great wisdom in not becoming 

offended or hostile, but seeking to win the argument by appeal to reason and 

demonstrating what is truly good. We see here some truly helpful ways in which we can 

respond when falsely accused or when people try to manipulate us. 

 Of course Jesus knew where all this was headed. He knew their murderous 

intentions. But for the sake of the people who were still undecided he wanted to give 

them proof of God and his righteousness, trying to help them see the truth and make the 

right decisions. Knowing the end, Jesus still seeks to save and heal those who are lost and 

dying. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Scribes, priests, and rulers were all silenced. Baffled and disappointed, they stood 

with lowering brows, not daring to press further questions upon Christ. By their 

cowardice and indecision they had in a great measure forfeited the respect of the people, 

who now stood by, amused to see these proud, self-righteous men defeated.  

All these sayings and doings of Christ were important, and their influence was to 

be felt in an ever-increasing degree after His crucifixion and ascension. Many of those 

who had anxiously awaited the result of the questioning of Jesus were finally to become 

His disciples, first drawn toward Him by His words on that eventful day. The scene in the 

temple court was never to fade from their minds… But as the popular feeling turned in 

His favor, the hatred of the priests toward Jesus increased. The wisdom by which He 

escaped the snares set for His feet, being a new evidence of His divinity, added fuel to 

their wrath.  

In His contest with the rabbis, it was not Christ's purpose to humiliate His 

opponents. He was not glad to see them in a hard place. He had an important lesson to 

teach. He had mortified His enemies by allowing them to be entangled in the net they had 

spread for Him. {DA 594-5} 

 We are to study the revelation that Christ, the Great Teacher, has given of the 

character of God, that in spirit and word and act we may represent Him to those who 

know Him not.  {MM 92} 
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