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11. The Kingdom of God (2Q 2015—The Book of Luke) 

 

Biblical material: Luke 11:2; Luke 1:32, 33; 18:16–30; Luke 17:23, 24; Rev. 21:1–3; 

Luke 21:34–36. 

 

Quotes 

• They say they want the kingdom / But they don't want God in it. U2, The 

Wanderer 

• The kingdom of God is for the broken hearted. Fred Rogers  

• The only significance of life consists in helping to establish the kingdom of god; 

and this can be done only by means of the acknowledgment and profession of the 

truth by each one of us. Leo Nikolaevich Tolstoy 

• If we only had eyes to see and ears to hear and wits to understand, we would 

know that the Kingdom of God in the sense of holiness, goodness, beauty is as 

close as breathing and is crying out to born both within ourselves and within the 

world; we would know that the Kingdom of God is what we all of us hunger for 

above all other things even when we don’t know its name or realize that it’s what 

we’re starving to death for. The Kingdom of God is where our best dreams come 

from and our truest prayers. We glimpse it at those moments when we find 

ourselves being better than we are and wiser than we know. We catch sight of it 

when at some moment of crisis a strength seems to come to us that is greater than 

our own strength. The Kingdom of God is where we belong. It is home, and 

whether we realize it or not, I think we are all of us homesick for it.  Frederick 

Buechner 

 

Questions 

 Why did Jesus choose to use the term “kingdom of God”? What are its various 

meanings? What is our role in the kingdom of God? How do the inhabitants of God’s 

kingdom behave? In a world that has very few kingdoms, how do we best explain God’s 

kingdom? What kind of king is he? 

 

Bible summary 

 Jesus taught us to pray for God’s coming kingdom (Luke 11:2). Jesus’ kingdom 

will never come to an end (Luke 1:32, 33). The inhabitants of God’s kingdom are like 

little children; the rich find it hard to enter (Luke 18:16–30). The final arrival of God’s 

kingdom will be very visible (Luke 17:23, 24).  Rev. 21:1–3 tells us: “Then I saw a new 

heaven and a new earth. The first heaven and the first earth had disappeared, and the sea 

no longer existed. I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, descending from God out of 

heaven, prepared like a bride made beautiful for her husband. I heard a loud voice from 

the throne say, “Now God’s home is with human beings and he will live with them. They 

will be his people. God himself will be with them as their God.” We are to watch and be 

ready for God’s kingdom (Luke 21:34–36). 

 

Comment  

 Jesus describes the kingdom of God as very different to the world we live in.  
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Its values are inverted; its principles reversed; in comparison to our world the 

kingdom of God is “mirror-land.” Jesus turns our value systems around, and all that this 

world sees as important is reversed in God’s kingdom. Priorities are switched and 

“reality” seems back-to-front. Yet this is “real reality” according to Jesus—it is we who 

have been living in a topsy-turvy world. 

 Mirrors not only reverse, however. They also show us the way we are and point 

out who we are. They reveal to our eyes what is actually there, not what we would like to 

be there. If we do not take time to look in the mirror, then we cannot see ourselves… 

 In his sermon on the mount, Jesus explained this mirror-land, where values are 

very different to those we expect. The Beatitudes reveal those who are truly blessed 

(happy), because their present state will be reversed etc. A mirror that shows us the real 

nature of God’s kingdom. Remember also Jesus’ comment at the very end, “My kingdom 

is not of this world.” 

 For the first shall be last, and the last first. The proud abased, the humble exalted. 

Those who seek to save their lives will lose them. In these “reversal sayings” Jesus 

speaks of opposites and antithesis of popular views, especially of religion. He shows us 

that popularity and achievement in the world’s eyes are very insignificant in the eyes of 

God. In his parables—for example the Pharisee and publican, or the Good Samaritan, 

Jesus reveals he is so much at odds with the way the world views things… 

 “You have heard it said, but I say to you,” Jesus tells his audience, extending and 

expanding on previous commands, demonstrating the real meaning behind them. He tells 

them to “seek first the kingdom of God,” in other words set priorities straight according 

to God’s mirror-land.  

 For in truth and in fact, it is we who live in mirror-land—the opposite of the way 

things really are. We live in a world that has perverted God’s value system and the way 

things should be? We are the “anti-matter” world, the anti-God, the opposite of what God 

intended. As we return to what is truly real, we are the example—the players in the 

theatre of the universe—the inhabitants of God’s kingdom. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The Teacher from heaven, no less a personage than the Son of God, came to earth 

to reveal the character of the Father to men, that they might worship him in spirit and in 

truth. Christ revealed to men the fact that the strictest adherence to ceremony and form 

would not save them; for the kingdom of God was spiritual in its nature. Christ came to 

the world to sow it with truth. He held the keys to all the treasures of wisdom, and was 

able to open doors to science, and to reveal undiscovered stores of knowledge, were it 

essential to salvation. He presented to men that which was exactly contrary to the 

representations of the enemy in regard to the character of God, and sought to impress 

upon men the paternal love of the Father, who "so loved the world, that he gave his only 

begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 

life."  {CE 74} 

 The Lord Jesus Christ is the author of our being, and He is also the author of our 

redemption, and everyone who will enter the kingdom of God will develop a character 

that is the counterpart of the character of God.  {AG 246} 
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