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10. Following Jesus in Everyday Life (2Q 2015—The Book of Luke) 

 

Biblical material: Luke 11:37–54; 12:4–21, 35–53; Amos 6:1; Luke 8:4–15; 22:24–27. 

 

Quotes 

• Truth is a deep kindness that teaches us to be content in our everyday life and 

share with the people the same happiness. Khalil Gibran  

• In almost everything that touches our everyday life on earth, God is pleased when 

we're pleased. He wills that we be as free as birds to soar and sing our maker's 

praise without anxiety. Aiden Wilson Tozer  

• Religion always remains higher than everyday life. In order to make the elevation 

towards religion easier for people, religion must be able to alter its forms in 

relation to the consciousness of modern man. Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn  

• There is no religion in which everyday life is not considered a prison; there is no 

philosophy or ideology that does not think that we live in alienation. Eugene 

Ionesco  

• The Christian ideal has not been tried and found wanting. It has been found 

difficult; and left untried. G.K. Chesterton 

 

Questions 

 What does Luke show us about the way Jesus lived? What can we learn from 

this? Why is it easy to believe doctrines but hard to live a Christian life? If we realize that 

who we are is demonstrated by the lives we live, why don’t we live differently? How can 

we represent Jesus and be a true spectacle to angels and human beings? 

 

Bible summary 

 Jesus’ condemnation of the religious rule system of the scribes and Pharisees 

(Luke 11:37–54) is significant because all these requirements greatly affected the daily 

life of the people. In particular he focused on the minute demands that missed the really 

important aspects of life. To the lawyers he said, “You place burdens on people that are 

too hard to carry, but you don’t lift a finger to help them.” Luke 11:46 FBV. In other 

words, the impact on daily life was great, but they didn’t care. In Luke 12 Jesus advises 

people how to live: how to trust in the Holy Spirit to speak for you; not to value who you 

are by your possessions; the pointlessness of storing up treasure; not to be concerned 

about food and clothes; be ready for the Lord’s return. By telling the parable of the Sower 

(Luke 8:4–15) Jesus made spiritual concepts real in the minds of his hearers. Jesus says 

(Luke 22:24–27) we should not look for power, but to be servants of one another. Amos 

6:1 speaks woes to those in power and position.  

 

Comment  
 Jesus is very much on the side of the ordinary people who are trying to live their 

lives, and opposes the burdens laid on them by the religious leaders. The problem the 

Pharisees had was a false estimate of their righteousness, and a false picture of God, and 

they placed such perceptions upon the people who suffered as a result.  

 “Who is this who’s speaking blasphemies?” they asked. “Who can forgive sins? 

Only God can do that!”asked the Pharisees. (Luke 5:21 FBV). True enough. Only God 
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can forgive sins. But as Jesus wanted to point out, their view was one of the need for 

legal forgiveness in order to receive God's blessings. An exterior kind of work, a 

ritualized concept of salvation.   

But Jesus points them back to what salvation really is by saying to them: “‘Why 

are you thinking to question this? What is easier? To say your sins are forgiven, or to say 

get up and walk? However I will prove to you that the Son of man has the authority here 

on earth to forgive sins.’ Then he said to the paralyzed man, ‘I tell you: Get up, pick up 

your mat, and go home.’” (Luke 5:22-24 FBV).  

In the Pharisees' minds which was easier? To heal or to forgive sins? Obviously 

they could handle Jesus as "just another miracle worker who heals" but not as someone 

who went around forgiving sins. The Pharisees had developed a very meticulous set of 

rules and regulations for achieving forgiveness. Their idea of salvation was of strict 

observance to the ceremonies and rituals. So when Jesus comes around saying he is able 

to forgive sins, they react violently against him.  

 The emphasis of the scribes and Pharisees—in fact all those who support the 

religious establishment—is on legality and form of religion which is the very opposite of 

Jesus’ life and teachings. Their attitude led to the killing of Jesus precisely because he did 

not appear to obey the letter of the law.  

 This is the sad story of how God is misrepresented, exhibiting the immense 

dangers of setting up a system of ritual observance and legal contract. The Pharisees 

thought they were special, repositories of God’s system of salvation. But theirs was no 

system of salvation at all, rather a means of enslavement that led to mechanical worship 

and personal guilt. That’s why Jesus reserved his strongest condemnation for such who 

thought they were “true followers of God,” calling them hypocrites and white-washed 

sepulchers. There is nothing life-giving in such a crippling system of punishment and 

penance. 

To save their system they were willing to sacrifice one man for the sake of the 

people, to forfeit the principles of truth and right and love, and to engineer the cruel death 

of an innocent man. 

Instead all these demanding rules Jesus emphasizes the importance of a personal 

relationship with God, and doing what is right because it is right. Rejecting the thinking 

of the religious leaders of his time, Jesus points people to look beyond to the spiritual 

realities. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 It requires much more grace and stern discipline of character to work for God in 

the capacity of mechanic, merchant, lawyer, or farmer, carrying the precepts of 

Christianity into the ordinary business of life, than to labor as an acknowledged 

missionary in the open field, where one's position is understood and half its difficulties 

obviated by that very fact. It requires strong spiritual nerve and muscle to carry religion 

into the workshop and business office, sanctifying the details of everyday life, and 

ordering every worldly transaction to the standard of a Bible Christian.  {CG 358-9}

 We must deny self, take up the cross, and follow Jesus. Not one of us can reach 

heaven, save by the narrow, cross-bearing way. But how many wear the cross as an 

ornament on the person, but fail to bear the cross in practical, everyday life.  {LHU 245} 
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