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1. The Coming of Jesus (2Q 2015—The Book of Luke) 

 

Biblical material: Luke 1:2, 3; 2 Tim. 3:16; Luke 1:5–22; Deut. 18:15; Luke 2:9–12, 25–

32. 

 

Quotes 

• Christ became what we are that he might make us what he is. Athanasius of 

Alexandria (298-372) 

• The Lord did not come to make a display. He came to heal and to teach suffering 

men. For one who wanted to make a display the thing would have been just to 

appear and dazzle the beholders. But for Him Who came to heal and to teach the 

way was not merely to dwell here, but to put Himself at the disposal of those who 

needed Him, and to be manifested according as they could bear it, not vitiating the 

value of the Divine appearing by exceeding their capacity to receive it. 

Athanasius of Alexandria (298-372) 

• Rejoice that the immortal God is born that mortal men may live in eternity. Jan 

Hus 

• The Almighty appeared on earth as a helpless human baby, unable to do more 

than lie and stare and wriggle and make noises, needing to be fed and changed 

and taught like any other child… The more you think about it, the more 

staggering it gets. J.I. Packer 

• The hinge of history is on the door of a Bethlehem stable. Ralph W. Sockman 

• Jesus Christ is not only truly God, he is human like every one of us. He is human 

without limitation. He is not only similar to us, he is like us. Karl Barth 

 

Questions 
 What is the heart of Luke’s message? Why wasn’t Jesus’ coming more widely 

welcomed? Why was this God’s chosen method of coming to earth? What are we to learn 

from this? How does Luke stress Jesus’ humanity while still identifying his divinity? As 

God’s chosen answer in the great controversy, how does Jesus refute Satan’s charges? 

 

Bible summary 

 Luke sets out his objective in the preamble to his gospel (Luke 1:1-4.This 

introduction is given in excellent Greek and in the literary style of the day. He wishes to 

set down an account that is accurate and reliable. Luke uses the exact terms to reference 

those involved as he reports what happened. As a careful historian then his account of the 

birth of Jesus has great credibility. Luke 1 tells the story of the birth of John the Baptist to 

Elizabeth and Zechariah and Gabriel’s announcement to Mary, along with her response. 

This sets the scene for Jesus’ coming in Luke 2. We are all familiar with the account, but 

it is worth re-reading. The humble nature of the scene is emphasized, with Mary and 

Joseph occupying some farmyard stable since there was no more rooms in the inn. Jesus 

for his cot has an animal feeding trough. This is the beginning of the earthly life of God 

the Son!  

 Though only a few shepherds witness the event, the whole heavenly host turns out 

to welcome Jesus to earth, singing over Bethlehem. Jesus comes to his own, and 

generally his own do not receive him, except some exceptions noted: Simeon and Anna 
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the prophetess. Luke 2 also records Jesus teaching in the Temple when he is twelve years 

old, and his recognition even then of his relationship to his father. As an interesting side 

note, Luke records that “His mother kept a careful note of everything that happened.” 

Luke 2:51 FBV. Some have speculated that this careful note-keeping by Mary was one of 

Luke’s sources regarding Jesus’ life and work. Be that as it may, the essential message 

that Luke wants to share is the arrival of divinity in this farm animal shelter in 

Bethlehem—how God came down to dwell among us, to live as one of us. 

 2 Tim. 3:16 FBV reminds us that “All Scripture inspired by God is useful for 

teaching, for confronting what is wrong, for setting us straight, and for telling us what is 

right.”  The line of prophets—those sharing God’s message with his people—is 

referenced in Deut. 18:15. 

 

Comment 
 God came “in the fullness of time.” This is the coming of Jesus; this breaking in to 

human existence by God that is the essence of redemption. Without the direct intervention 

of God, we are doomed to die. If Christ did not come, then we would be without hope. This 

is the meaning of the incarnation. “God didn’t send the Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but to save the world through him.” (John 3:17 FBV). This is the meaning of 

“Emmanuel”: God with us. This prophetic title from Isaiah 7:14 refers to this coming to 

meet, this coming to save, this coming to reveal God to us. (Jonathan, God came to meet, 

save and reveal to us – himself. That’s why I suggest meet instead of meeting.) 

 Yet Jesus does not take upon himself a divine title. Rather he refers to himself as one 

of us: the Son of man. Again and again Jesus uses this image, which so clearly speaks of his 

humanity (the Incarnation) and yet also prophetically (see Daniel 7:13). “The Son of man 

came to search for and save those who are lost,” (Luke 19:10 FBV), and because of this he 

will suffer—even death, (see Mark 8:31). That is the meaning of his coming: “The Son of 

man did not come to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

(Mark 10:35 FBV). To retrieve that which  was taken from God by an enemy, Satan. 

 Why did Jesus come? A few of the many answers: To heal us from sin. To answer 

the charges of the Devil. To demonstrate God’s truth and righteousness. To fulfil his 

promise. To demonstrate the validity of the law. To show us what God is truly like. To 

prove himself before the Universe. To unmask evil and to reveal the sinfulness of sin.  

To use the words of Titus 2:11, here is revealed the grace of God. Without his 

personal coming to our little world, we could never have gained the understanding of the 

truth about God in contrast to the Devil’s lies, and we would not have witnessed his loving 

salvation. The Son is come down from heaven, from above (John 6:38, 8:23), a man among 

men, “eating and drinking” (Matthew 11:19). Here the graciousness of God is revealed. 

 

Ellen White Comments  

 Christ became one flesh with us, in order that we might become one spirit with Him. 

It is by virtue of this union that we are to come forth from the grave,—not merely as a 

manifestation of the power of Christ, but because, through faith, His life has become ours. 

Those who see Christ in His true character, and receive Him into the heart, have everlasting 

life. It is through the Spirit that Christ dwells in us; and the Spirit of God, received into the 

heart by faith, is the beginning of the life eternal.  {DA 388} 

 We have only one perfect photograph of God, and this is Jesus Christ. {7BC 906} 
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